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DELEGATES ELECT 


To the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, appointed 
to meet in New Orleans, April, 1862, but which held no Session on account 
of the War. 

Kentucky CoNnrerence.—J. G@. Bruce, J. C. Harrison, H. P. 
Buckner, W. C. Dandy, R. Hiner. Reserves: 8. L. Robert- 
SOMO NO LAEMME Ss cP desecis vudensiset cececesdesseonee ce ecwocee st waminne + & 5 

Lovisvitte.—J. H. Linn, C. B. Parsons, J. H. Owen, lk 
Sehon, T. J. Moore. Reserves: Thomas Bottomly, W. H. 
MLOEMISOMM Morente or he ateratcc-auece.covstescesoouteonn seaman sss cae 0 

Missouri.—Wwm. G. Caples, Andrew Monroe, C. I. Vandeventer, 
W. H. Anderson, Tyson Dines, Berry H. Spencer. Reserves : 
Pek. wuller, P.M Pinekard/ Jesse Bird)... 03-s..ssee. cneeecee te 6 

Sr. Lovrs.—Enoch M. Marvin, Wm. M. Prottsman, Joseph Boyle, 
John R. Bennett, David R. McAnally, Daniel A. Leeper. 

Reserves: Benjamin T. Kavanaugh, Warren Wharton......... 6 

Kansas Missrton.—Nathan Scarritt, Thomas Wallace................ 2 

TENNESSEE.—John B. McFerrin, Samuel D. Baldwin, Alexander 
L. P. Green, Adam 8. Riggs, John W. Hanner, Robert A. 
Young, Joseph B. West, Fountain EH. Pitts, John F. Hughes, 

Ferdinand 8. Petway. eserves: Richard P. Ransom, James 
Teel UInIMer, OLMOU PW OIPteIie. cgecl! cnnnectrene’seacnorws eeeses joe 10 

Houston.—K. E. Wiley, E. F. Sevier, James Atkins, James S. 
Kennedy, Rufus M. Stevens, J. M. McTeer, William Robeson. 
Reserves: George W. Alexander, Anson W. Cummings........ say 

Mempuis.—George W. D. Harris, Thomas L. Boswell, Guilford 
Jones, Smith W. Moore, Edward C. Slater, Joseph H. Brooks, 

Lorenzo D. Mullins, John Moss, Samuel Watson. eserves: 
Hinley-Bynum, William’ MeMahon’........12......0eccosesesnaermees 9 

Misstsstppi.—Levi Pearce, John G. Jones, David M. Wiggins, W. 

B. Hines, John J. Wheat, H. H. Montgomery. eserves: H. 
Meo ise ris AV wy Manos. J. cs0 0. ci ca vee eeecet ac sc denent sesancesenne 6 

Lovutstrana.—Robert J. Harp, James A. Ivey, Anderson B. Fly, 
Stephen J. Davies, Benjamin F. White. Reserves: Thomas 
Ba wiithe: JOSC RIN WRC aiee. cele csuewsesteoncst sages ceeewcenn 5 

Virernta.—David 8. Doggett, Leroy M. Lee, William A. Smith, 
George W. Langhorne, Leonidas Rosser, John E. Edwards, 
William W. Bennett, William B. Rowzie, James D. Coulling, 
Henry B. Cowles, Joseph H. Davis. Reserves: James A. 

‘Duncan, Philmer W. Archer, John C. Granberry............0005 11 
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: | 
Western Viroeinia.—S. Hargiss, 8. K. Vaught, S. Field. e- 


serves: S. Kelly, C. M. Sullivan....2...5 ecsecssseseees wo e200 
NortH Oarorina.—N. F. Reid, C. F. Deems, N. H. D. Wilson, 
W. Barringer, Ira T. Wyche, D. B. Nicholson, Peter Doub. 
Reserves: W. Hz Bobbitt, W. HE. Pell (0.5.2. tics cast omeitecaaent 
Sourn Carotina.—A. M. Shipp, W. A. Gamewell, H. A. C. 
Walker, R. J. Boyd, W. A. McSwain, S. H. Browne, W. P. 
Mouzon, J. Stacy, H. C. Parsons, 0. Betts. Reserves: J. T. 
Wightman, ©. H. Pritchard, H..M. Mood.c...0i. <d.cs-ne20-00-- 
GEORGIA.—Samuel Anthony, Lovick Pierce, J. W. Glenn, W. J. 
Parks, James H. Hvans, A. T. Mann, EH. H. Myers, James W. 
Hinton, Alexander Means, J. 8. Key, W. R. Branham, J. G. 
Pearce. Reserves: W. H. Potter, Josiah Lewis, J. B. Payne. 
ALABAMA.—Thomas O. Summers, William M. Wightman, Jefferson 
Hamilton, Oliver R. Blue, William J. Sasnett, Frederick G. 
Ferguson, Philip P. Neely, Archelaus H. Mitchell, William 
Murrah, Joseph J. Hutchinson, Christopher D. Oliver, James 
A. Heard. eserves: Mark S. Andrews, L. M. Wilson, George 
Shrae fe tig 27 as «Sean pus oiee fae Oo poe gam Ee gat eRe ne oy earns 
Froripa.—Peyton P. Smith, Josephus Anderson, Reuben H. 
Luckey, John W. Mills. eserves: Samuel Woodberry, 
aspen Cs Gower gee sascahnn ahegtan ning MeaMo ycee became enema ce aoe 
Bro GranDE.—Jesse Boring, Ivey H. Cox. Reserves: John W. 
DeVilbiss, Frederick: Viordenbimeties i écccesse sas sscatenet s.qveqeae 
Texas.—R. Alexander, James W. Shipman, J. W. ‘Whipple, George 
‘W. Carter, James E. Ferguson, Isaac G. John, R. T. P. Allen. 
Reserves: R. We Kennon, W. H. Seat, J. W. Phillips, A. 


Davidson........ 5 A acta blala la o's aie aia POE EAE aR IR eee cic ee 


Hast Texas.—James EH. Carnes, Samuel A. Williams, Levi R. 
Dennis, John W. Fields, Robert 8. Finley. Reserves: John 
We Be MoKenzie; James.'S.  Poslrvine.....scsck «see ddlachoneaes 
ARKANSAS.—John M. Steele, Lewis P. Lively, John Cowle. Re- 
serves: Russel Reneau, Richard H. Dodson................2.008 
Wacuira.—Andrew Hunter, James E. Cobb, Jesse 8S. McAlister, 
John Pryer. Reserves: John H. Blakely, D. L. G@. McKenzie. 
Inpran Mrsston.—John Harrell, Thomas Bertholf. Reserve: 
Young Ewing 
Pacir1o.—Osear P. Fitzgerald, W. R. Gober, O. Fisher. Reserves : 
A. M. Baily, J. C. Simmons 


PERTH H ELH EHH O EHH EE DE OHH eee ee OH HEe esse ee sHeEFeseeserse 
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DELEGATES ELECT 
TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, 1866. 


BALTIMORE CONFERENCE.—Samuel Register, John S. Martin, Hl- 
dridge R. Veitch, Norval Wilson, 8S. Samuel Roszel, William 
G. Eggleston. Reserves: James S. Gardner, Samuel Rodgers, 
Sohn Powe sce eee ee aes Lau an aes Nedemn nea cenciene ra seca tae 
Virernta —Leroy M. Lee, David 8. Doggett, William A. Smith, 
James A. Duncan, Nelson Head, William W. Bennett, John E. 
Edwards, John ©. Granberry, George W. Langhorne, Peter A. 
Peterson, Leonidas Rosser. eserves: Paul Whitehead, 
abc er ers Wa Mis srecs rece sore de es vases cs ex denen cast ena hte vesye waves 
WESTERN ViRGINIA.—Shadrach Hargiss, 8. Mullin, Wayne Ken- 
ncdy. . Reserves: J. EK. Medley, W.Shéarer.... 00.0... cc.teerees 
Nortn Caro~tnA —Numa F. Reid, Charles F. Deems, Braxton 
Craven, William H. Bobbitt, Nathan H. D. Wilson, -Lingurn 
S. Burkhead, Robert S. Moran. Reserves: D. B. Nicholson, 
Willian Barringer, VW Wam"ClOgs so ccceeccctscescosvecccsecsnes 
SoutH CaRoLinaA.—Whitefoord Smith, Albert M. Shipp, What- 
coate A. Gamewell, Hugh A. C. Walker, Sidi H. Browne, 
R. J. Boyd, James Stacy, William H. Fleming, Charles Betts. 
Reserves: J. W. Kelly, J. BR. Pickett, W. P. Mouzon......... 
Guorera.—Lovick Pierce, William J. Parks, Samuel Anthony, 
John W. Glenn, James HE. Evans, Edward H. Myers, Alfred 
T. Mann, Joseph S. Key, G. Jefferson Pearce, William M. 
Crumley, Weyman H. Potter, Walter R. Branham, Harwell H. 
Parks Reserves: Alexander Means, J. Blakeiy Smith, John 
AY) SMAIUOB ocean tetas dort Art aR ont rien p Bin Baal Sane 
Fioripa.—dJosephus Anderson, S. P. Richardson, J. W. Mills, 
Samuel Woodberry. eserves: T. H. Capers, N. B. Ousley. 
Monreomery.—Holland N. MeTyeire, Oliver R. Blue, William H. 
Ellison, William A. McCarty, Bennett B. Ross, Joseph B. 
Cottrell, Mark S. Andrews. Reserves: William M. Motley, 
GO iriatap ner MOmuyet rec. sok scscien ce se darhe tence re vees osip oc caus soit 
Mosite.—Thomas O. Summers, William W. Wightman,. Jeffer- 
son Hamilton, Philip P. Neely, Archelaus H. Mitchell, 
R. K. Hargrove, Thomas W. Dorman. Reserves: William 
Murrab, Christopher C. Callaway Pete Wor sacar socdc vce 
Lovistana.—John C. Keener, Linus Parker, Joseph B. Walker, 
Robert J. Harp, William E. M. Linfield. Reserves: N. A. 
Cravens, James A. Ivey...... ... amare: Lo exe Cea pea sia 
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6 DELEGATES ELECT, 1866. 


Mississippr.—Levi Pearce, John G. Jones, William H. Watkins, 
Henderson H. Montgomery, Benjamin Jones, Whitefield Har- 
rington, James Maclennan, Charles K. Marshall. eserves : 
Harvey.#. Johnson, W. P.) Barton. cas, cievievtguwnemacebaaeecuies = 

Mempuis —Thomas L. Boswell, George W. D. Harris, Guilford 

- Jones, Michael J. Blackwell, Samuel Watson, John Moss, 
William C. Johnson, Finley Bynum, Lorenzo D. Mullins. Re- 
serves: S. W. Moore, Joseph H. Brooks, Thomas Joyner...... 

Tennessee. —John B. McFerrin, John W. Hanner, Samuel D. 
Baldwin, Alexander L. P. Green, Robert A. Young, Adam S. 
Riggs, Joseph B. West, John F. Hughes, Thomas Maddin, Well- 
born Mooney, William Burr. Reserves: Ferdinand 8. Petway, 
R..-P. ‘Ransom, -Simony P- Wihatienss cots sacl wet vwewueeen ecewewe 

Hoxtston.—H. E. Wiley, W. G. E. Cunnyngham, James Atkins, 
J. S. Kennedy,J.M. McTeer. eserves: C. Long, G. Taylor. 

Kerntucky.—Robert Hiner, Joseph Rand, 8S. L. Robertson, Elkanah 
Johnson, L.D. Huston. Reserves: G. W. Maley, G. W. Merritt. 

Lovisvinte.—John H. Linn, Edmund W. Sehon, William H. 
Anderson, Nathanael H. Lee, Albert H. Redford. Reserves: 
George W. Brush, William H. Morrison..........sssseseesseseees 

St. Lovis.—D. R. McAnally, W. M. Prottsman, F. A. Morris, G. 
M. Winton, J. T. Peery. Reserves: F. M. Finney, J. Godby. 

Missourr—P. M. Pinckard, Andrew Monroe, C. I. Vandeventer, 
B. H. Spencer, W. M. Rush. eserves: H. Brown, W. A. 


Mayhew, WM. Newlatid 2 gs .mnnccun dt cevidsiotie pe ces aacen eet 
ARKANSAS.—E. T. Jones, J. M. P. Hickerson, John M. Steele...... 
Wacuita.—Andrew Hunter, W. P. Ratvliffe, J. HE. Cobb, A. R. 

Winteld:: eserves? Hi. Jewel, Prvoresencutc. ae hee 
Inp1an Misston.—John Harrell, J. H. Carr. Reserve: Thomas 

Bertholt, cticch wcscicspates oat consetls toqemeneitte she (celta eae eee ae 
Hast Texas.—W. H. Hughes, J. B. Tullis, L. R. Dennis, J. M. 

Binekley,:.J., WP. -MeKenzie, W. tA.) Shook.<s, ccc. aoeee tes 


Trxas.— Robert Alexander, W. McK. Lambdin, Thomas Stamford, 
- W.G. Veal, Asbury Davidson, Isaac G. John, J. W. Whipple, 
John Philips. eserves: W. H. Seat, J. H. Ferguson......... 
Rio GRaANDE.—Jesse Boring, J. W. De Vilbiss. Reserves: R. H. 


Bel pi pa eC ley cocasacusits sanietesicnscediiion Gieeeee teed nea 
Pacirio.—W. R. Gober, O. P. Fitzgerald, J. C. Simmons...... Si tis 
Totabsratanioets sackekcatn eenVEnce & ela aezaissnlere Nestea eR ats Sareea anes 
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MEMBERS 


OF THE 


Fitth General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 


South. 


BaLtTIMoRE CoONFERENCE.—Samuel Register, John 8. Martin, 
Hldridge R. Veitch, Norval Wilson, S. Samuel Roszel, William 

G. Eggleston.—John Poisal, Reserve, substituted W. G. Eggle- 
SMa PaltgGetlO- SESS ON coef qrsentsa.susldac ects smvsion tales cana sate 
Virersra.—Leroy M. Lee, David 8S. Doggett, William A. Smith, 
James A. Duncan, Nelson Head, William W. Bennett, John H. 
Edwards, John C. Granberry, Peter A. Peterson, Leonidas 
dosser!, Paral W Whitehead fy scvne te <setas mero sue ase uelses bo anaes ite 
WEsTERN ViRGINIA.—Shadrach Hargiss, Wayne Kennedy......... 
Nort CaroLina.—Numa F. Reid, Charles F. Deems, Braxton 
Craven, William H. Bobbitt, Nathan H. D. Wilson, Lingurn 

S. burkhead : Robert Sy Mona ...\.2.-Jacetsevqacteeess enuisyaurann cs 
South CaroLinA.—Whitefoord Smith, Albert M. Shipp, Hugh A. 
_ ©. Walker, Sidi H. Browne, Robert J. Boyd, James Stacy, 
William H. Fleming, Charles Betts, John W. Kelly.—John R. 
Pickett, Reserve, substituted Whatcoate A. Gamewell and 
Charles Betts parts ORGIE DR SETOUOML: aac taitasole maw pi tenon lene icc 
GEORGIA. —Lovick Pierce, Samuel Anthony, John W. Glenn, James 
E. Evans, Edward H. Myers, Alfred T. Mann, Joseph S. Key, 
William M. Crumley, Weyman H. Potter, Walter R. Bran- 
ham, Harwell H. Parks, Alexander Means, J. Blakely Smith... 
Froripa.—Josephus Anderson, Simon Peter Richardson, John W. 


Mills, Sammel < Woodberry) .ccsns 2s .cddeuelquehvedadedcodedes sues eet Sa 


Monrcomery.—Holland N. McTyeire, Oliver R. Blue, William H. 
Ellison, William A. McCarty, Bennett B. Ross, Joseph B. 
Goturell s Maris sea Oe We.tiie. da) ueeaidene. vajeaniongayeeosel seeadencts 

Mosite.—Thomas O. Summers, William M. Wightman, Jefferson 
Hamilton, Philip P. Neely, Archelaus H. Mitchell, Robert K. 
Hargrove, Thomas W. Dorman.—Christopher C. Callaway, 
Reserve, substituted W. M. Wightman after his ordination ag 


LovistanA.—John C. Keener, Linus Parker, Joseph B. Walker, 
Robert. J. Harp, William EH, M. Linfield.........c...c.csccsesecess 
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8 MEMBERS OF THE FIFTH GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


Mississippr.—Levi Pearce, John G. Jones, William H. Watkins, 
Henderson H. Montgomery, Benjamin Jones, Whitefield Har- 
rington, James Maclennan, Charles K. Marshall.—Harvey F. 
Johnson, Reserve, substituted Levi Pearce a part of the session. 

Mempuis.—Thomas L. Boswell, George W. D. Harris, Guilford 

- Jones, Michael J. Blackwell, Samuel Watson, John Moss, 
William C. Johnson, Finley Bynum, Lorenzo D. Mullins.— 
Joseph H. Brooks, Reserve, substituted G. Jones, T. L. Bos- 
well, and M. J. Blackwell parts of the session...............0c000 

TENNESSEE.—John B. McFerrin, John W. Hanner, Samuel D. 
Baldwin, Alexander L. P. Green, Robert A. Young, Adam 8. 
Riggs, Joseph B. West, John F. Hughes, Thomas Maddin, 
Wellborn Mooney, William Burr.—Ferdinand 8. Petway sub- 


stituted W. Mooney and S. D. Baldwin parts of the session...... 
Hotston.—Ephraim EH. Wiley, William G. E. Cunnyngham, James 
Atkins, James 8. Kennedy, John M. McTeer......... 2.0.0.2... 
Kentucky.—Robert Hiner, Joseph Rand, Elkanah Johnson, 
Lorenzo Di iastont 2 eine dou memmenee caatenadestedes Nee scene 
LovisvitLe.—John H. Linn, Edmund W. Sehon, William H. 
Anderson, Nathanael H. Lee, Albert H. Redford................. 
Sr. Lovurs.—David R. McAnally, William M. any Francis 
A. Morris, George M. Winton, John T. Peery....,....ccscceneeeee 
MissourI.—Patrick M. Pinckard, Andrew Monroe, Cornelius I. 
Vandeventer, Berry H. Spencer, William M. Rush............... 
ARKANSAS.—EHdward T. Tones: Joseph M. P. Hickerson, Joha M. 
Steeles scatecesietssbae bepteste cs emtiue arse sett mocha teh eeeeee 


Wacuira.—Andrew Hunter, William P. Ratcliffe, James E. Cobb, 
Augustus R. Winheldias. Sis. eee PSNR aca 


INDIAN Misston.—John Harrell, John H. Carr...........cccccceue ees 
East Texas.—William H. Hughes, John B. Tullis, lied R. 
Dennis, Jacob M. Binckley, John W. P. McKenzie.............. 


TpxAs.—Robert Alexander, William McK. Lambdin, Thomas 
Stamford, William G. Veal, Asbury Davidson, Isaac G. John, 
Josiah W. Whipple, William H. Seat..............ccsccccecseeeees 

Rio Granpe.—Jesse Boring, John W. De Vilbiss.............ccceeees 

’ Pacrric.— William R. Gober, Oscar P. Fitzgerald............cecceeeee 
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JOURNAL 


OF THE 


General Cankerenre 


OF THE 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH, 


APRIL 4——-MAY 3, 1866. 


THe Fifth General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, was held in the Carondelet Street Church, New Orleans, begin- 
ning Wednesday, April 4, 1866. 

The session was opened by Bishop Andrew, by reading Heb. xii., 
singing the 261st Hymn, 


High on his everlasting throne, etc., 


followed by an appropriate prayer by Bishop Early. 

Three of the Bishops were present, to wit: James O. see John 
Karly, and Hubba:d H. Kavanaugh. 

The Secretary of the last Conference called the list of the Annual 
Conferences; and the following delegates presented their vouchers of 
election and took their seats accordingly, to wit:— | 

BattrMore ConrerENnce.—Norval Wilson. 

VireintA CONFERENCE.—David 8. Doggett, James A. Duncan, John 
BE. Edwards. 

WESTERN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE. —Shadrach Hargiss, Wayne Ken- 
nedy. 

Norra Caronina CoNnFrERENcE.—Numa F. Reid, Charles B. Deems, 
Braxtoa Craven, William H. Bobbitt, Nathan H. D. Wilson. 

Sour CAROLINA CoNFERENCE.—Whitefoord Smith, Albert M. Shipp, 
Hugh A.C. Walker, Sidi H. Browne, Robert J. Boyd, James Stacy, 
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William H. Fleming, Charles Betts, and John R. Pickett, Reserve in 
place of Whatcoate A. Gamewell. 

GuroRGIA CONFERENCE.—Samuel ‘Anthony, John W. Glenn, James 
Hi. Evans, Edward H. Myers, Alfred T. Mann, Joseph 8S. Key, William 
M. Crumley, Weyman H. Potter, and Harwell H. Parks, Reserve im 
place of Wm. J. Parks, and J. Blakely Smith, Reserve in place of G. J- 
Pearce. 

Fror1pA ConrerENcr.—Simon Peter Richardson. 

MontcoMERY CoNnFERENCE.—Oliver Rufus Blue, Wm. H. Ellison, 
Wm. A. McCarty, Bennett B. Ross, Joseph B. Cottrell, Mark S. 
Andrews. 

Mopine CoNFERENCE.—Thomas O. Summers, Wm. M. Wightman, 
Jefferson Hamilton, Archelaus H. Mitchell. 

Lovistansa ConrERENCE.—John C. Keener, Linus Parker, Joseph B_ 
Walker, Robert J. Harp, Wm. EH. M. Linfield. 

Mississtppr CoNFERENCE.—Levi Pearce, John G. Jones, William H. 
Watkins, Henderson H. Montgomery, Benjamin Jones, Whitefield 
Harrington, James Maclennan. 

Mempuis ConrerEncr.—George W. D Harris, Michael J. Blackwell : 
Samuel Watson, John Moss, Wm. C. Johnson, Finley Bynum, Lorenzo 
D. Mullins. 

Tennessee ConreRnnce.—John B. McFerrin, John W. Hanner, 
Alexander L. P. Green, Robert A. Young, Adam S. Riggs, Joseph B. 
West, John I’. Hughes, Thomas Maddin, William Burr, and Ferdinand 
§. Petway, Reserve in place of Wellborn Mooney. 

Hotston Conrekence.—John M. McTeer. 

LourIsVILLE CoNFERENCE.—Edmund W. Sehon, William H. Anderson, 
Nathanael H. Lee. 

WacuiTa CoNnFERENCE.—William P. Ratcliffe, James B. Cobb, 
Augustus R. Winfield. 

Inptan Mission ConrrrENcE.—John Harrell, John H. Carr. 

Hast Texas Conrerencu.—Wm. H. Hughes, John B. Tullis, Jacob 
M. Binckley, John W. P. McKenzie. 

Texas ConFERENCE.—Robert Alexander, William MeKendree Lamb- 
din, Thomas Stamford, Wm. G. Veal, Asbury Davidson, Isaac G. John, 
Joseph W. Whipple, Wm. EH. Seat. 

Paciric CoNFERENCE.—Oscar P. Fitzgerald. 

On motion of Wm. M. Wightman, Thos. O. Summers, of the Mobile: 
Conference, was elected Seeretary. 

The hours of 9 and 12 were appointed as the times of meeting and 
adjournment. ; 
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The Presiding Hider of the New Orleans District, and the Pastors of 
the New Orleans Churches, were appointed a Committee on Public 
Worship. 

The second pillar of the church, counting from the pulpit, was made 
the bar of the house. 

On motion of A. H. Mitchell, J. C. Keener, HE. H. Myers, and J. B. 
McFerrin, were appointed a Committee to inquire into the expediency of 
publishing the Proceedings of Conference in a daily paper. 

Bishop Karly took the chair. 

On motion of W. M. Wightman and T. O. Siarasaenes the following 
Standing Committees, to consist of one member from each Annual Con- 
ference, each delegation to appoint its own members on said committees, 
were ordered : 


1. On Episcopacy. 5. On Missions. 

2. On Itinerancy. 6. On Revisal. 

3. On Books and Periodicals. 7. On Sunday-schools. 
4. On Boundaries. 8. On Education. 


9. On the Religious Interests of the Colored People. 

A Committee on the Circulation of the Holy Scriptures was then 
ordered. 

On motion of J. Hamilton, the session was prolonged till 2 o’clock. 

On motion of W. M. Wightman, the Rules of previous General Con- 
ferences were adopted. 

On motion of D. S. Doggett, the Secretary was aerated to have the 
Rules published in the Daily Christian Advocate. 

A communication from Bishop Soule, through J. B. McFerrin, was 
received and read, whereupon, on motion of Whitefoord Smith, . 

Resolved, That the General Conference has received with deep emotion 
the cémmunication from the Rev. Bishop Soule, through Dr. McFerrin, 
and rejoices to know that he is still sustained and comforted by the 
zonsolations of our holy religion, which he has so long lived to preach 
and to exemplify in his useful and honored life, and that this Conference 
tenders to our beloved senior Bishop its kindest sympathies, and prefers 
for him its warmest prayers. 

The Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Thursday Morning, April 5, 1866. 
Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Early in the chair. Reli- 
gious services were conducted by A. L. P. Green. 
The Minutes were read and approved. 
Bishop Kavanaugh took the chair, 
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Bishop Paine appeared in the Conference-room. 

The following Delegates presented vouchers of election, and took their 
seats accordingly :— 

VirGINIA CONFERENCE.— Leroy M. Lee, Wm. A. Smith, Nelson 
Head, Wm. W. Bennett, John C. Granberry, Peter A. Peterson, Leoni- 
das Rosser, and Paul Whitehead, Reserve, in place of George W. Lang- 
horne. 

NortH Carolina ConFERENCE.—Lingurn S. Burkhead, Robert 8. 
Moran. 

SourH CARoLInA CoNFERENCE.—John W. Kelly, Reserve | in place 
of W. A. Gamewell. 

GroRGIA CONFERENCE.—Walter R. Branham. 

Fiona CoNFERENCE.—Josephus Anderson, Samuel Woodberry. 

Mosite ConrEeREnce. —Philip P. Neely, Athota W. Dorman. 

MIssIssIpPI CONFERENCE.—Charles K. Marshall. 

MempHIs ConFrERENCE.—Joseph H. Brooks, Reserve in place of 
Guilford Jones. 

TENNESSEE CONFERENCE. a Ssurcial D. Baldwin. 

Houston ConreReNnce.—Ephraim H. Wiley, Wm. G. E. Ganige. 
ham, James Atkins, James S. Kennedy. : 

MissourRI CONFERENCE.—Patrick M. Pinckard, Andrew Monroe, Cor- 
nelius 1. Vandeventer, Berry H. Spencer, Wm. M. Rush. 

Sr. Lours Conrerence.—David R. McAnally, Wm. M. Prottsman, 
Francis. A. Morris, George M. Winton, John T. Peery. 

LovIsvILLE ConFERENCE.—John H. Linn. 

On motion of C. K. Marshall, Conference took a recess of fifteen 
minutes, to allow the several delegations te nominate the members of the 
Standing Committees. 

After the-recess the delegations reported, as follows :— 
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‘i STANDING COMMITTEES 

CONFERENCES, WPISCOPACY, ITINERANCY, BOOKS AND PERIODICALS. 
Baltimore, 8. Register, N. Wilson, .|W.G, Eggleston, - 
Virginia, W. A. Smith, L. M, Lee, P. Whitehead, 
Western Virginia, 8. Hargiss, Ww. Kennedy, S. Hargiss, 
North Carolina, N. F. Reid, C.F. Deems, W. H. Bobbitt, 
South Carolina, J. Stacy, opylels Browne, C, Betts, 
Georgia, J. W. Glenn, S. Anthony, J. S. Key, 
Florida, J. Anderson, S. Woodberry, 8.2. Richardson, 
afontgomery, W. H, Ellison, W. A. McCarty, H. N. McTyeire, 
Mobile, W.M. Wightman, A. H. Mitchell, T. W. Dorman, 
Louisiana, J. C, Keener, JS. Parker} R. J. Harp, 
Mississippi, J.G, Jones, . Jones, B, B: Montgomery, 
Memphis, G. W. D. Harris, M. J. Blackwell, S. Watson, 
Tennessee, J. B. McFerrin, R. A, Young, ot SB Green, 
Holston, E. E, Wiley, J. M, McTeer, J, Atkins, 
Kentucky, R. Hiner, E. Johnson, - R, Hiner, 
Louisville, - W. 4, Anderson, J. H. Linn, A, H. Redford, 
Missouri, A. Monroe, W. M. Rush, Pe, Pinckard, 
St. Louis, BOK Morris, W. M. Prottsman, D, R. McAnally, 
Arkansas, J. M, Steele, E, T, Jones, J. M. Steele, 
Wachita, W.P. Ratcliffe, A. Hunter, J, E, Cobb, 
Indian Mission, He Harrell, J. H. Carr, J, Harrell, 
East Texas, WB, McKenzie, J. M, Binckley. L, R, Dennis, 
Texas, B. Alexander, WwW. McK. Lambdin, J. W. Whipple, 
Rio Grande, 3, Boring, J. W. De Vilbiss, J. Boring, 
Pacific, OFF) Fitzgerald. W. B. Gober. W. R. Gober, 

~ CONFERENCES, BOUNDARIES, MISSIONS. REVISAL, 
Baltimore, E, R. Veitch, S. 8. Roszel, J. 8. Martin, 
Virginia, Wi Ws Bennett, L, Rosser, J. A. Duncan, 
Western Virginia, W. Kennedy, 8. Hargiss, W. Kennedy, 
North Carolina, L. 8. Burkhead, B.S. Moran, N. H, D. Wilson, 
South Carolina, W.H, Fleming, Ride Boyd, W. Smith, 
Georgia, te, "Parks, W. Hz. Potter, EK. H. Myers, « 

* Florida, | 8. Woodberry, J. W. Mills 8. P. Richardson, 
Montgomery, M.S. Anderson, J. B. Ccitrell, O R, Blue, 
Mobile, J. Hamilton, P. P. Neely, T. O. Summers, 
Louisiana, L. Parker, J.B. Walker, J. B. Walker, 
Mississippi, L. Pearce, i Cc, K. Marshall, J. Maclennan, 
Meinphis, FR. Bynum, T. L. Boswell, Wie, Johnson, 
Tennessee, J\A.S. Riggs, J. F. Hughes, J. W, Hanner, 
Holston, J. Atkins, W.G. E, - Cunnyngham, 3.8, Kennedy, 
Kentucky, J. Rand, E, Johnson, L. D, Huston, 
Louisville, EK, W. Sehon, KE. W. Sehon, N, H. Lee, 
Missouri, BES encer, Cas Vandeventer, 18 Ain Pinckard, 
8t. Louis, G. M. Winton, J, T, Peery, D,R. McAnally, 
Arkansas, J, M.P Hickerson, E, T, Jones, J.M, P. Hickerson, 
Wachita, A. Hunter, A. R. Winfield, A. R. Winfield, 
Indian Mission, J. Harrell, J. H. Carr, J. Harrell, 

East Texas, W. H. Hughes, L. R. Dennis, J. B. Tullis, 
Texas, A. Davidson, W. H. Seat, I. G. John, 
Rio Grande, J. W. De Vilbiss, J. Boring, J, Boring. 
Pacific, O. P. Fitzgerald. OP. Fitzgerald. W.R. Gober, 
CONFERENCES, SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, EDUOATION, COLORED PEOPLE, 
Baltimore, W.G, Eggleston, 8.8. Roszel, 8. Register, 
Virginia, J.E. Edwards, Do: Doggett, N. Head, 
Western Virginia, W. Kennedy, W. Kennedy, 8. Hargiss, 
North Carolina, W.. H. Bobbitt, B, Craven, L. 8. Burkhead, 
South Carolina, J. W. Kelly, AS, Mi Shipp, H, A. C. Walker, 
Georgia, We Mi, Crumley, A. T, Mann, J. E, Evans, 
Florida, J. W. Mills, J. Anderson, J, Anderson, 
Montgomery, J.B. Cottrell, B. B. Ross, H. N. McTyeire, 
Mobile, P, Neely, R, K, Hargrove, W.-M. Wightman, 
Louisiana, W.E.M. Linfield, W. E.M, Linfield, R. J. Harp, 
Mississippi, W. Harrington, W. 4H, Watkins, J, G. Jones, 
Memphis, LL.D. Mullins, J. Moss, G. Jones, 
Tennessee, T. Maddin, J.B. West, W. Burr, 
Holston, W.G. &E, Cunnyngham, E. E. Wiley, J. M. McTeer, 
Kentucky, J. Rand, L. D. Huston, J. Rand, 
Louisville, cf i, Linn, W. 4H. Anderson, J. H, Linn, 

Missouri, EES Spencer, W. M. Rush, Ga. Vandeventer, 
St. Louis, r. "T. Pee. SVs w.M. Prottsmtan, FA; Morris, 
Arkansas, E, T. Jones, J. M. P. Hickerson, J. M. Steele, 
Wachita, J. E. Cobb, J. E, Cobb, W. P. Ratcliffe, 
Indian Mission, J. H, Carr, J. Harrell, J. H. Carr, 

East Texas, J, M. Binckley, do, Wee. McKenzie, WwW. HH. Hughes, 
Texas, WieGr, veel, T. Stamford, I. G. John 

Rio Grande, J. Bori J. Boring, J.W. De Vilbiss, 

Pacific. O:P. Fiierald, W. RR. Gober. «, P, Fitzgerald. 
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The Rev. Jacob Ditzler, Fraternal Messenger of the Christian Union 
Church of Illinois, was introduced, and addressed the Conference on the 
objects of his mission, to wit: to see what may be done to effect a union 
between that Connection and the M. E. Church, South. 

On motion of P.. M. Pinckard, 

Resolved, That we receive Brother Ditzler as a Fraternal Messenger of 
the Christian Union. | 

Resolved, That a Committee of nine be appointed on Correspondence 
with other Churches. 

Resolved, That any communication which Brother Ditzler may have 
for the Conference, shall be referred to said committee. 

On motion of J. B. McFerrin, the session was prolonged two hours. 

EK. W. Sehon, Missionary Secretary, presented and read the Report of 
the Missionary Society, which was referred to the Committee on 
Missions. 

The chair then called for reports, petitions, memorials, and appeals. 

The list of Conferences was then called, and responded to as follows .— 

MontGcoMERy ConrEeREeNCcE.—B. B. Ross presented a memorial from 
Tuskegee Station on Changes of the Economy of the Church, which was 
read. ‘ 

The Bishop announced the following Committees, to wit:— 

On Correspondence with other Churches,—J. H. Linn, P. M. Pinck- 
ard, R. A. Young, E. H. Myers, W. M. Prottsman, J. B. Mcferrin, 
D. 8. Doggett, Robert Hiner, C. F. Deems. 

On the Circulation of the Holy Scriptures.—J. EH. Evans, N. H. Lee, 
Jos. Anderson, B. B. Ross, J. B. Smith, A. H. Mitchell, D. S. Doggett. 

E. H. Myers offered a resolution calling for the appointment of a 
Committee on Changes of Heonomy. 

W. M. Rush moved ag a substitute, that so ia of the memorial as 
relates to the Episcopacy, be referred to the Committee on Episcopacy; 
pending the discussion of which, Conference adjourned with the benedic- 
tion by the Bishop. 


Friday Morning, April 6, 1866. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Kavanaugh in the chair. 
Religious services were conducted by Wm. A. Smith. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 

Bishop Paine took the chair. 

The following delegates presented their vouchers of election, and took 
their seats accordingly :— 

BattiMory OCoNFERENCE. —Samuel Register, John S. Martin, E1- 
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dridge R. Veitch, Stephen Samuel Roszel, and Wm. G. Hgeleston. 
These delegates, together with Norval Wilson, who appeared on the first 
day’s session, were presented to the chair, with a short address, by Bishop 
arly. They were appropriately introduced by the chair—whereupon 
Norval Wilson, on the part of the delegation, made an impressive re- 
sponse, recognizing and reciprocating the cordial feeling manifested to- 
ward them. D. S. Doggett and C. F. Deems followed in brief, pertinent 
addresses, and the offering of the following resolution, which was adopted 
by a standing vote :— 

Resolved by the General Conference of the M. EH. Church, South, in 
Conference assembled, That we fully approve of the action of Bishep 
Harly im admitting the Baltimore Annual Conference into the fellowship 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South ; and that we cordially receive 
and recognize the delegates elect from that Conference as members of the 
General Conference of said Church, now in session in the city of New 
Orleans. thd 

KENTUCKY CONFERENCE.—Robert Hiner, Joseph Rand, Elkanah 
Johnson. | 

LOUISVILLE Conrerence.—Albert H. Redford. 

MontTGoMERY CoNFERENCE.—Holland N. McTyeire. 

Mosite ConrerENcE.—Robert K. Hargrove. 

Rio GRANDE CoNFERENCE.—John W. De Vilbiss. 

Paciric Conrerence.—Wm. R. Gober. 


The Rev. Dr. Thos. B. Sargent, late of the Hast Baltimore Confer- _ \. . 


ence, and the Rev. John Poisal, now of the Baltimore Conference, were 
introduced. These brethren made some felicitous remarks, and on mo- 
tion of A. H. Mitchell, were invited to take seats within the bar. 

The Bishops’ Address was then read by James A. Duncan, and on 
motion of S. Watson, was ordered to be published. It is as follows :— 


ADDRESS OF THE BISHOPS. 


Dear Breraren :—We hail with feelings of devout gratitude the 
opening of another session of the General Conference of the Methodist 
Hpiscepal Church, South. Circumstances connected with the late un- 
happy war have prevented us from an earlier meeting; and now that we 
are permitted by Divine Providence to assemble, the important interests 
that will engage our attention demand that, with all sobriety and prayer- 
fulness, we address ourselves to their consideration. 

We have to review the operations of the Church for eight years—em- 
bracing .a period during which important and startling events have 
crowded on each other in rapid succession. When the last General Con- 
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ference closed, we anticipated an earlier reiinion, in this eity ; but the 
well-known condition of things, at the time appointed in regular order 
for our me: ting, precluded our convening here. And ever since, until 
within the last few months, it has been deemed impracticable to call the 
Conference together. When it was definitely decided that the Confer- 
ence could not meet at the proper time and place, there being no law in 
the Discipline authorizing the Bishops to convene the General Conference, 
and the state of the country also being such as to render it doubtful 
whetherany considerable number of the preacherscould be eolleeted together 
for the purpose of holding such a session if called, the Bishops, feeling 
the importance of wise counsel in the emergency, publishd a card invit- 
ing a meeting of the Bishops, Book Committee, and others, to consult 
together on divers important subjects connected with the immediate in- 
terests of the Church. Such a meeting was held, first at Atlanta, Ga. ; 
afterward at Macon, Ga.; and then at Montgomery, Ala. In August 
last the Bishops alone met for consultation at Columbus, Ga. These 
various meetings were seasons of interest and profit to those who attended 
them, and the results of our deliberations, as exhibited in the resolutions 
whieh we published, tended greatly, as we have reason to believe, to pro- 
mote the peaee and prosperity of the Church. 

Tn order that the character of those meetings may be clearly appreei- 
ated, we would remind you that when they were ealled it was distinctly 
stated that all the acts of such meetings would be simply advisory. We 
disclaimed all authority to take any action that should be binding om the 
Church, only as it might be approved as wise and godly. We gave such 
advice as we judged best for the Church in her straitened circumstances. 
If the Annual Conferences approved it, then they acted in aecordance 
with their own convictions; if not, then they simply took their own 
course in all matters that came before them, without reference to our ad- 
vice. It is for the General Conference to decide whether we transcended 
our authority in convening such advisory councils. 

Harly during the war the Bishops had to confine their Episcopal visita- 
tions to the territory east of the Mississippi River. This we deeply re- 
gretted, but in our circumstances it was unavoidable. The consequence 
was that the Conferences west of the Mississippi were deprived of Hpis- 
copal supervision during nearly the whole period of the war. We would 
not, however, fail to mention in this connection, that Bishop Kavanaugh, 
residing as he did within the Federal lines, was able to visit the Missouri, 
the St. Louis, and the two Kentucky Conferences, and was also able to 
extend his visitations to the California work. The rest of the Bishops 
were able to extend their labors to various parts of the work within the 
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Confederate lines. Notwithstanding the fact that our episcopal supervi- 
sion of the work has been necessarily partial, we are gratified to believe 
that the preachers have been faithful generally to the interest of the 
Church of God. Witk but very few exceptions, the Annual Conferences 
have been regularly held. The: Presiding Elders and Preachers have 
filled their appointments as of old; and, with humble gratitude to God, 
we mention the fact that, during the trying years through which we have 
passed, gracious revivals of religion among our people have attested how 
the Divine presence has been with us. 

We do not attempt in this brief address to enter into a detailed ac- 
count of the general state of the work. Thank God that we have so safely 
passed through a most painful and fiery ordeal ; that the Church has pre- 
served under His blessing her integrity; that she has in nowise become 
complicated with political affairs; but keeping in view her own high mis- 
sion, has been satisfied to perform her legitimate duties. 

It is proper to state to you that we found it, in our judgment, needful 
to the interest of the work to depart in some respects from the strict let- 
ter of the law of the Church in our episcopal administration. Extraor- 
dinary exigencies required us to take this responsibility. In the journals 
of the Annual Conferences which will come before you the particular in- 
stances in which we have judged it best to assume this grave responsi- 
bility willappear. In all such instances we wish it understood that we do 
not regard such departure from the law as establishing precedents for fu- 
ture guidance, but only as illustrating how extraordinary exigencies may 
make it necessary to transcend the provisions of even the most wholesome 
human regulations. From this experience, however, the General Confer- 
ence may find suggestions that are valuable to guide it in providing as far 
as practicable for contingencies in the future. 

It would have been gratifying to us if we had been able to bear the ex- 
pense of more extensive travel through the work; but in the impover- 
ished state of the Church, and especially i in the absence of any provision 
for more than a bare support of the Bishops, this was impossible. This fact, 
we hope, will be suggestive to your body. 

In August last, we deemed it prudent to issue a “ Pastoral Address to 
the Preachers and Members of the Church,” reminding them of their 
duty as Christian citizens, and giving such advice as seemed to us appro- 
priate to the peculiar circumstances of the times. As that Address has 
been extensively published, we deem its formal transmission to you with 
this communication unnecessary, and will only ask your attention to such 
parts of it'as we may find it proper to recapitulate on particular points at 


this time. 
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The publishing interests of the Church suffered greatly in consequence 
of the war. The Book Concern will require your careful consideration, 
and some important changes in your plan of operations may be needful 
for its future efficiency: of this, however, you will be better prepared to 
judge when you have heard the report of the Agent. With pleasure we 
have welcomed the revival of our Church papers, and while we regard 
them as in a high degree creditable to the Church, we would respectfully 
submit whether it would not be best to unite Conferences in the publica- 
tion of a fewer number, in order that they may be better supported and 
still further improved. 

Our missionary work, once the glory of our Church, has been well- 
nigh ruined. The China mission still lives, and needs your fostering 
care Although the financial condition of the country at present forbids the 
expectation of large collections, yet we may make prospective arrange- 
ments for doing a great work in that extensive field 

The interest of the colored population should engage your serious at- 
tention. Heretofore the colored people within our bounds have deserved 
and received a large share of our labors. We have expended our means 
and strength liberally and patiently for many years for their salvation and 
improvement, and if in anywise our conduct has not been appreciated by 
some on earth, nevertheless, our witness is with God, and our record on 
high. It is grateful to our own feelings to know that if the colored peo- 
ple do not remain under our pastoral care, their daparture reflects no dis- 
credit upon our labors in their behalf, and is necessitated by no indiffer- 
ence on our part to their welfare. Many of them will probaly unite with 
the African M. E. Church, some of them with the Northern Methodist 
Church, while others, ntowithstanding extraneous influences and unkind 
misrepresentations of our Church, will remain with us. 

Let us be content to leave to Providence to vindicate in due time our 
scriptural relation to the interest of the colored people. For those who re- 
main with us the Church should provide generously every thing important 
to their religious culture. Convinced that your body takes the deepest 
interest in this subject, and will give it your special attention, we deem it 
only needful to speak of it in this general and suggestive form; and es- 
pecially as the Bishops in their Pastoral Address last August brought the 
subject prominently to the notice of our people. 

In respect to the separate and distinct organization of our Church, no 
reasons have appeared to altar our views, as expressed in August last. No 
proposal of fraternal relations has come to us from others, neither do we 
regard ourselves as in anywise responsible for hostility evinced towards 
us. While the attempt to take forcible possession of our property and to 
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disintegrate our Church, declare the mind that would destroy us, let it be 
ours to show the mind that was in Christ. In our conscious integrity we 
* should calmly await the inevitable hour when, in the providence of God, 
an enlightened public opinion will vindicate our claims as a Church of 
God and a true type of Methodism. Let us not be impatient for our vin- 
dication before the world. The great future is before us, and the great 
Head of the Church smiles upon us. Our fidelity to God will most per- 
fectly reply to the voice of defamation. 

In this connection, it is with pleasure that we refer to the fact that many 
Christians in the North, and especially in the North-west, sincerely sym- 
pathize with us, and this sympathy, we have reason to believe, is daily 
assuming a more tangible and impressive form. That there have, at the 
" game time, been some defections in the Church, we care not to disguise. 
A very few of the whites have gone from us. This was perhaps to have 
been expected. Our regret is rather for them than for ourselves. But 
while we speak of small defections, we may refer also to most gratifying 
accessions. The Baltimore Annual Conference is now represented by a 
delegation in this body. In February last, Bishop Early formally received 
into our ecclesiastical connection this Conference, consisting of one 
hundred and four ministers and a membership of twelve thousand. 

It is a grateful duty te welcome these brethren among us, and to com- 
mend them to the confidence and affection of our people. This is a large 
accession td our members and territory. It is alsoa testimony in our 
favor that is nobly berne by men whose former position and long delibera- 
tion upon the subject, as well a3 their known intelligence, will entitle it 
to special respect. In our hearts we welcome them, and cordially extend 
to them the right hand of feliowship. 

As a fact of interest te us and of promise to our ‘future influence, we 
may state, that in the city of Baltimore there have been organized severa i 
flourishing churches upon an independent basis, composed of Methodists 
whose warmsympathies are with us, and whose liberal kindness has already 
contributed largely to aid us in our time of need, laying us under 
obligations by their love and good works. 

Our Educational interests have been greatly damaged by the war, and 
nearly all of our male institutions have been closed. Providentially many 
of our female institutions have been kept in operation, and are still dis- 
pensing the blessings of sanctified education to the daughters of our land_ 
Every thing in our power should be done to revive, as speedily as possi- 
ble, the male institutions under the patronage of our Church. 

- In this connection we specially bring to your attention the importance 
of an institute for the proper training of young preachers. That we 
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should make some proper arrangements for the more thorough training of 
our young men before they are received into the Conferences and sent forth 
to minister in the Church of Christ, appears to us to be so obvious as to 
need no argument to prove it. It behooves us to take this matter into 
serious and immediate consideration, and secure to the Church the inva- 
luable advantages the provision we suggest can only supply. 

The instruction of the children under our care and the interests of our 
Sabbath-school system cannot be too highly appreciated by you. Your 
body will, we hope, show your love for these little ones of Christ and 
lambs of his flock by the practical value of your action in their behalf. 
We think it unnecessary to enlarge on a point of such obvious\and vital 
concern to the Church. Let us remember that it is only by taking care 
of the children that we can take care of the future prosperity of the 
Church. 

If we are to judge from the tone of the religious press, and the action 
of many of our Conferences, great concern is felt in respect to certain” 
changes in our economy. It is obviously unbecoming in us as Bishops 
to occupy any other than an impartial relation to those matters. But we 
take this occasion to urge upon you the importance of giving these sub- 
jects your sober and prayerful consideration. From our extensive obser- 
vation of the state and wants of the Church, we hesitate not to say that 
some improvement of our economy may be wisely undertaken at this time. 
Well for us if we can happily avoid extremes and do neither too little nor 
too much. Let us remember that while innovations are not necessarily 
improvements, wisdom may demand in the department of ecclesiastical 
expediency new applications and developments of fundamental principles. 
The efficiency of Methodism finds its first condition in the prevalence of 
deep spiritual life; and alterations in our economy are valuable as they 
coincide with this condition, calamitous when they ignore it. On only 
one of the points suggested do we regard it becoming in our position to 
speak directly, and that is in respect to the increase of the number of 
the Bishops. For such an increase as will give the Church a more effi- 
cient episcopacy, we think there is an urgent necessity. The infirmities 
of age press heavily upon some of us, and diminish our ability to answer 
to the demands of the work for general episcopal visitation. The great 
and increasing extent of dur, territory should be considered. We should 
by all means have a Bishop, for obvious reasons, residing on the Pacific 
coast. And while we do not recommend a Bishop for every State or Con- 
ference, we are fully persuaded that the number of Bishops should be so 
increased as to enable them to be pastors of the people as well as chairmen 
of Conferences and pastors of the preachers. If we would carry out the 
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invaluable plan of our itinerant general superintendency, we must have 
an addition of a number of vigorous, active, and pious men to your present 
college of Bishops. 

And now, dear brethren, in conclusion, allot us affectionately to re- 
mind you of the solemn responsibility that rests upon you as delegates rep- 
resenting the affairs of our beloved Zion. We have only suggested in 
outline some of the work before you. It is your province to go fully and 
' thoroughly into the particular consideration of the subjects within your 
jurisdiction, avoiding all partizan feeling, discharging from our minds all 
prejudices that would cloud our judgments, rising above all private and 
selfish impulses, humbly invoking that wisdom that is from above, which 
is pure, and peaceable, and gentle; in honor preferring one another; in 
brotherly kindness and charity, and with an eye single to the glory of 
God. Let us endeavor to do our duty here as ministers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, praying God that-we may have grace to edify the Church, that we 
may rejoice that we have not labored in vain in the Lord. 

JAMES O. ANDREW, 
‘RoperT PAINE, 

Joun HARLY, 

Husparp H. KAVANAUGH. 

{Bishops Soule and Pierce not being present, their names are not ap- 
pended to the Address. ] 

The Rev. F. C. Tebbs, of the Baltimore Conference, was introduced 
to the Conference. 

Ona motion of Levi Pearce, the various subjects brought to notice in the 
Bishops’ Address were referred to the several appropriate committees. 

The Rev. Dr. Palmer, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in New 
Orleans, was introduced and invited to take a seat within the bar. 

On motion of ©. F. Deems, E. H. Myers, of the Georgia Conference, 
and J. S. Martin, of the Baltimore Conference, were appointed, Assistant 
Secretaries. 

J. B.M cFerrin, the Book Agent, presented a Report, which was read, 
referred to the Committee on Books and Periodicals, and ordered to be 
printed. 3 

On motion of A. H. Mitchell, the session was indefinitely prolonged. 

The Rev. R. Abbey, Financial Secretary, presented a Report, which, 
on motion of P. M. Pinckard, was referred to the Committee on Books, etc. 

On motion of J. B. McFerrin, the Report of the Missionary Secre- 
tary, presented yesterday, was ordered to be published. 

The Committee of Publication presented the following Report, which 
was adopted :— 
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The Committee appointed upon the Publication of the General Con- 
ference “Daily’’ respectfully present the following Report. They 
recommend— 

1. That the “Daily” be published at. the office of the New Orleans 
Christian Advocate, as proposed by the Publishing Committee of that 
paper. 

2. That a stenographie report be made of the proceedings of the Con- 
ference. — ne. 

3. That to defray the expenses of the publication, the members of the 
Conference be requested to subscribe for two copies each of the Daily, 
and that the cost of the reporting he defrayed by the Branch of the Pub- 


lishing House in this city. 
J. C. KEENER, 
H. H. Myers, 
J. B. MoPerrin. 
April 4, 1866. 

The following members of the Standing Committees were reported : 

BattrMorEe ConreRENCE.—KHpiseopacy, 8. Register; Itineraney, N. 
Wilson; Books, etc., W. G. Eggleston; Boundaries, BE. R. Veitch ; 
Missions, S. S. Roszel; Revisal, J. S. Martin; Sunday-schools, W. G- 
Eggleston; Education, 8. 8. Roszel; Colored People, S. Register. 

Kentucky ‘Conrerence.—Episcopacy, R. Hiner; Itinerancy, EK. 
Johnson; Books, ete., R. Hiner; Boundaries, Jos. Rand; Missions, E. 
Jvhnson; Revisal, L. D. Huston; Sunday-schools, J. Rand ; Education, 
L. D. Huston; Colored People, J. Rand. 

Paciric CoNFERENCE.—LHpiscopacy, O. P. Fitzgerald; Itineraney, 
W. R. Gober; Books, ete., W. R. Gober; Boundaries, O. P. Fitzgerald 5 
Missions, O. P. Fitzgerald ; Revisal, W. R. Gober; Sunday-schools, Q. 
P. Fitzgerald; Education, W. R. Goher; Colored People, O. P. Fitz~ 
gerald. 

The Chairman of the several Standing Committees were announced, as 
follows : — 

Episcopacy—W. M. Wightman. 

Itinerancy—lL. M. Lee. 

Books and Periodicals—D. R. McAnally. 

Boundaries—Jefferson Hamilton. 

Missions—L. Rosser. 

Revisal—T. O. Summers. 

Sunday-schools—J. Hi. Edwards. 

Education—D. 8. Doggett. ' 

Colored People—J. H. Evans. 
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On motion of W. M. Wightman, Conference adjourned with the bene- 
diction by the Bishop. 


‘ Saturday, April 7, 1866. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Paine in the chair. Reli- 
gious services were conducted by J. G. Jones. 

On motion, the call of the roll was dispensed with. 

Bishop Andrew took the chair. 

The Minutes of yesterday were read and appreved. / 

J. W. Mills, of the Florida Conference, presented his voucher and 
‘took his seat. 

Reports were then called for by the chair. 

L. M. Lee, Chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, presented 
Report No. 1, which was adopted, as fellows :— 

The Domains on Itinerancy beg leave to submit the foll.wing as 
their Report No. 1:— 

Resolved, That the Committee on Itineraney report that, though the 
division of the Alabama Cunference was irregular, we approve of its 
division into what are now known as the Mobile and Montgomery Con- 
ferpncea——the circumstances justifying the separation. 

L. M. Lez,-Chairman. 

Petitions and Memorials were then called for. 

Montcomery ConrErENce.—The memorial from Tuskegee, presented 
on Thursday, was ¢alled up. On the question of its reference, the sub- 
stitute of W. M. Rush was taken up, and, on motion of R. Alexander, 
it was laid on the table. 

- The original of H. H. Myers was then adopted, by a vcte of 67 to 61, 
as follows :— 

Resolved, That a Special Committee, consisting of one member from 
each Conference, to be selected by the several delegations, be appointed, 
to whom shall be referred all petitions and other papers submitted to the 
Conference, having reference to changes in the polity of our Church, 
which committee shall be Enon as the Committee cn Changes of 
Heonomy. 

The memorial from Tuskegee was referred to said committee. 

Moxsite CoNFERENCE.—A memorial from St. Francis Street Church, 
Mobile, on Restoration of Wesley’s Sunday Service, was presented, read, 
and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

ALABAMA OCONFERENCE.—A memorial from, that Conference, Decem- 
ber, 18638, on the Trial of Ministers, was pascenied, read, and referred to 
the Cowmittee on Revisal. 


. 
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Also, q memorial from the Quarterly Conference of Eufaula, on 
Extension of Pastorate, forwarded by the Alabama Conference (1861), 
was read and referred to the Committee on Changes of Economy. 

Also, memorials from Montgomery, Ala., and Columbus, Miss., on 
changes in Discipline, referred by the Alabama Conference (1861) to 
this body. Referred to the Committee on Changes of Hconomy. 

Louisiana ConFERENCE.—A memorial on Changes of Economy was 
presented, read, and referred to that committee. 

MISssIssIpPI CONFERENCE.—A_ report on the Van Houten Bequest 
was presented, read, and referred to the Committee on Books and 
Periodicals. r 

Memorials from the Mississippi Conference, requesting the appointment 
of-a “Committee on Character,” and a Form for Reception of Members, 
were presented, read, and referred to the Committee on Changes of 
Economy. 

Also, a memorial on the Boundary between the Mobile and Mississippi 
Conferences, was presented, read, and referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

Also, a memorial from the Gace Conhewiies of Woodville, Miss., 
in reference to Expulsion of Members, was presented, read, and referred 
to the Committee on Changes of Hceonomy. 

TENNESSEE CONFERENCE.—A memorial presented to that body by 
A.L. P. Green, and referred by it to this Conference, calling for Changes 
in the Discipline, and a counter memorial from the Columbia District, 
were presented, read, and referred to the Committee on Changes of 
Economy. 

Kuntucky ConrrrENcE.—A memorial of the Conference asking an 
_ Extension of the Pastorate and Lay Delegation, was presented, read, 
and referred to the Committee on Changes of Economy. 

Bishop Kavanaugh presented a memorial from the Colored People of 
Lexington, asking for possession of certain Church property; and one 
from colored members of our Church in Harrodsburg, Ky., asking that 
their Church relations may be more clearly defined; which were read 
and referred to the Committee on the Religious Interest of the Colored 
People. . 

LovisviLiE ConrErENce —A memorial from Louisville Conference 
was presented, read, and a portion relating to Church Certificates 
referred to the Committee on Changes of Economy; and another portion 
relating to the Centenary of American Methodism, was referred to a 
committee that was ordered on that subject, to consist of nine 

members, 
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Also, a memorial from Logan Circuit, deprecating changes in Hcono- 
my, was presented, read, and referred to the committee on that subject. 

Kansas Misston Conrerence.—A memorial from members of that 
. Conference, asking to be united to the St. Louis and Missouri Con- 
ferences, was presented, read, and referred to the Committee on Bounda- 
ries; and a part relating to a change in the name of the Church, to the 
Committee on Changes of Economy. 

MIssouURI CoNFERENCE. —A memorial from this Conference, asking 
that a Rule be inserted in the Discipline prohibiting political preaching, 
was presented, read, and referred to the Committee on Reyvisal. 

The session was indefinitely extended. Bishop Se ape took the 
chair. 

Rio GRANDE COoONFERENCE.—A memorial from - said Confereriee, | 
requesting change of its boundaries and name, was presented, read, and 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

-A memorial of German Ministers and Members of the Rio Grande and 
Texas Conferences, was presented, read, and a part relating to Boundaries 
was referred to the committee on that subject; a part relating to German 
Literature, was referred to the Committee on Books, ete.; and a portion 
on Education, to the committee on that subject. 

Paciric ConrerENcE.—A memorial fiom that body, requesting the 
formation of anew Conference in Oregon, etc., was presented, read, and 

referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Oa motion of A. Moaroe, it was ordered that a foot-note be appended 
to the Bishops’ Address, stating the absence of Bishops Soule and Pierce, 
as the reason of the omission of their names in said Address. 

A communication from the Mississippi Conference of the Methodist 
Protestant Church, favoring a union of the M. EH. Church, South, and the 
Methodist Protestant Church, under certain conditions/was presented, 
read, and referred to the Committee on Correspondence with other 
Churches. 

R. Abbey, Financial veisuietaey presented another Report, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Books, etc. 

The Report of Commissioners appointed by a Convention held in 
Louisville, relating to the Publishing House, was presented and referred 
to the Committee on Books, ete. . 

A resolution of the Missionary Board, requesting a revision of the 
Constitution of the Missionary Society, was presented, read, and referred 
to the Committee on Missions. 

The members of the Standing Committees for Rio Grande Conference 
were reported, as follows:—Episcopacy, Books, ete., Missions, Revisal 


. 
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Education, J. Boring; Itinerancy, Boundaries, Sunday-schools, Colored 
People, J. W. De Vilbiss. 

The Secretary stated that he had received a telegraphic dispatch, dated 
April 5, 1866, from the Secretary of the oe York Hast Conference, 
which was read, as follows :— 

To the eect of the General Conference:—I respectfully forward 
the following: Whereas, the General Conference of the Methodist Hpis- 
copal Church, South, is now in session in the City of New Orleans; 
therefore, - 

Resolved, That we, the New York Hast Annual Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, hereby present to that venerable represent- 
ative body our Christian salutation, and cordially invite them together 
with us to make next Sabbath, April 8, 1866, a day of spiritual [special] 
prayer, both in private and in the public congregations, for the peace and 
unity of heart of our common country, and for the full restoration of | 
Christian sympathy and love between the Churches, especially between _ 
the different branches of Methodists within this nation; and upon recep- 
tion of an acceptable affirmative reply, the concert of prayer will be 

considered by this Conference as adopted. ‘ 

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Conference be requested to forth- 
with transmit by telegraph a copy of this resolution to the Secretary of 
the General Conferexce of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
at New Orleans. 

Gro. W. Wooprurr, Secretary. 

This communication was received with great interest, and after some 
discussion, the following preamble and resolutions were adopted by a 
standing vote :— 

WuereEAs, A telegram has been received from the Secretary of the 
New York Hast Annual Conference, now in session at Brooklyn, N. Y., 
addressed to the Secretary of this General Conference, respectfully 
inviting this body to unite with the Conference aforesaid, on to-morrow, 
Sunday, April 8, in prayer to God for the restoration of Christian 
sympathy and love between the Churches, and especially between the 
different branches of Methodists in this country; therefore, 

Resolved,-1. That the General Conference of the M. H. Church, South, 
always ready to entertain with Christian courtesy any proposals looking to 
the cultivation of kind and brotherly relations with other branches of the 
common Methodism of the country, do hereby cordially agree to unite, on 
to-morrow, with the New York Hast Annual Conference, in special and 
solemn prayer, in private and in the public congregations, for the very 
desirable objects specified in the fraternal message of that Conference. 
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Resolved, 2, That the foregoing resolution be forthwith telegraphed by : 
the Secretary of the General Conference to the Secretary of the New York 


East Annual Conference. 
W. M. Wicutman, 


J. HAMILTON. 
The Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Monday Morning, April 9, 1866. 

Conference met, Bishop Andrew in the chair. Religious services 
were conducted by J. W. P. McKenzie. 

The Minutes of Saturday were read and approved. 

Bishop Pierce, and his venerable father, Lovick Pierce, Delegate of 
the Georgia Conference, who had been detained by affliction, appeared 
and took their seats. 

A. Means, Reserve Delegate from Georgia Conference, was introduced, 

Bishop Andrew addressed the Conference on maintaining the spirit of 
brotherly love, and of conducting all discussions in a calm, Christian 
temper. Speaking of the changes proposed, the Bishop begged the 
brethren not to condemn beforehand all who propose changes as enemies 
of Methodism, but to listen to their arguments—they, perhaps, being as 
good friends of the Church as others who oppose them. 

Bishop Pierce took the chair. 

On a call of the Conferences for Memorials, periees etc., the follow- 
ing were presented :— 

Vireinta Conrerence.—A memorial comprising resolutions of that 
Conference respecting Changes of Econemy and on the religious interests 
of the colored people, was received, read, and referred to the committees 
on those subjects. 

Also, memorials respecting the boundaries between the Virginia and 
Baltimore Conferences, were presented, read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

NortH CAaRoLInA CONFERENCE.—A memorial from the Quarterly 
Conference of Duplin Circuit, on Changes of Economy, was presented, 
read, and referred to the committee on that subject. 

SourH CaRroLinA ConrerENcE.—Memorials from that Conference 
asking Changes of Economy; also, from said Conference in 1861, and 
the official members in Charleston, asking the exemption of Charleston 
from the restrictive rule in regard to the stationing of preachers, were 


_ presented, read, and reférzed to the Committee on Changes of Economy. 


Also, a memorial of said Conference on the Publication of Books, was 
presented, rcad, and referred to the Committee on Books, ete. 
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W. Smith, A. M. Shipp, and W. A. Fleming, presented a paper on 
changes in the organization of Quarterly Conferences, which was read 
and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

J. Stacy and H. A. C. Walker presented a resolution respecting the 
Restrictive Rule, which was referred to the Committee on Changes of 
Kconomy. 

.GEORGIA CONFERENCE.—<A memorial from said Conference respecting 
the boundaries between the Georgia and Florida Conferences, was 
presented, read, and referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

J.S. Key and W. H. Potter presented resolutions referring to 
Monthly Church Conferences, and a permanent Statistical Secretary in 
each Annual Conference, which were read and referred to the Committee 
on Changes of Economy. ; 

Mosite ConFrRENcE.—The Secretary presented a memorial from 
said Conference respecting Changes of Hconomy, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Changes of Economy. 

Mempuis CoNFERENCE.—Samucl Watson presented the Report of 
the Memphis and Arkansas Christian Advocate, which was referred to 
the Committee on Books, etc. 

Missrsstppr ConrERENcE.—W. Harrington and ©. K. Marshall pre- ~ 
sented a resolution on Sunday-schools, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Sunday-schools; also, one on Missions, which was 
referred to the Committee on Missions. 

C. K. Marshall and L. Pearce presented a resolution on licensing 
Local Preachers, which was read and referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

J. G. Jones and W. H. Watkins presented a resolution respecting 
Delegates to the General Conference, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

H. H. Montgomery and J. Maclennan presented resolutions on 
Changes of Economy, which were read and referred to the committee on 
that subject ; and another resolution, which was referred to the Committee - 
‘on Revisal. . 

Appeals were called for by Conferences, but none were presented. 

The Committee on Changes of Hconomy was announced as follows :— 

Baltimore, E. R. Veitch; Virginia, J. C. Granberry; Western Vir- 
ginia, S. Hargiss; North Carolina, B. Craven ; South Carolina, H. A. C. 
Walker; Georgia, HE. H.,Myers; Florida, Josephus Anderson; Mont- 
gomery, W. A. McCarty; Mobile, J. Hamilton; Louisiana, L. Parker; 
Mississippi, C. K. Marshall; Memphis, W. C. Johnson; Tennessee, S. 
D. Baldwin; Holston, H. E. Wiley; Louisville, N. H. Lee; Kentucky, 
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R. Hiner; St. Louis, D. R. McAnally ; Missouri, W. M. Rush; Arkansas, 
J. M. P. Hickerson; Wachita, A. R. Wingfield; Indian Mission, John 
Harrall; Hast Texas, J. C. Tullis; Texas, R. Alexander; Rio Grande, 
J. Boring; Pacific, W. R. Gober. 

W. R. Branham was announced as appointed on the Committee on 
Revisal, in place of EH. H. Myers, released. 

W. W. Bennett and A. R. Wingfield offered resolutions respecting 
the Ordination of Local Preachers, which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. . 

A. M. Shipp and H. A. C. Walker offered a resolution respecting the 
course of study, ete., of Local Preachers, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Revisal. . 

A. M. Shipp and C. Betts offered a resolution authorizing the Bishops 
to change the place of holding the General Conference in certain contin- 
gencies, which was read and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Wm. A. Smith offered a resolution relating to the Bishops’ veto. 

Jas. A. Cobb offered a substitute. Pending the discussion of this 
subject, the hour of adjournment having arrived, the Conference 
adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. . 


Tuesday Morning, Apris 10, 1866. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Pierce in the chair. Reli- 
gious services were conducted by A. Means. 
The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Early took the chair. 

Andrew Hunter presented his voucher of election by the Wachita 
Conference, and took his seat accordingly. 

HE. H. Myers was announced as chairman of the Committee on Changes 
of Heonomy. 

A memorial from the Louisiana ee ae on voting in Quar- 
terly Conferences, that had been referredto the Committee on Changes 
of Economy, was reported back to the Conference, and referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 

On motion of C. F. Deems, so much of A. L. P. Green’s memorial as 
relates to the salaries of preachers, which had been referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal, was, upon reconsideration, referred to a Special 
Committee of Nine on the Support of the Ministry. 

E. H, Myers, chairman of the Committee on Changes of Economy, 
reported back sundry papers, which had been referred to that committee, 
which, on reconsideration, were referred to the Committee on Reyisal. 
They were as follows :— 
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On statistical questions for Annual Conferences. 

On statistical secretaries in Annual Conferences. 

On stewards for each Society, ete. 

On examining character in Annual Conferences. 

On seating congregations. 

On expulsions from the Church. 

On requiring three-fourths vote for change of Boundaries. 

On defining certain words in Restrictive Rules 1 and 6. 

On members removing without certificates, and on giving cards to 
members. 

Bishop Pierce having stated that by mistake the Georgia Conference 
elected only 12 Delegates, when it was entitled to 13, on motion of L. 
M. Lee, H. H. Parks was recognized as a Delegate, and Alexander 
Means (Reserve Delegate) was recognized as a Delegate in place of 
Wm. J. Parks, whose place had been previously filled by H. H. Parks. 

The call was then made for Petitions and Memorials. 

NortH CAROLINA ConFERENCE.—N. H. D. Wilson and N. F. Reid 
presented a resolution favoring the publication of a Catechism on 
Doctrines and Economy, which was read and Woo to the Committee 
on Sunday-schools. 

Also, one on Extension of the Pastorate, which was referred to the 
Committee on Changes of Economy. 

Also, one on Duties of Bishops, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy. 

SourH CarRoLinA CoNFERENCE.—Whitefoord Smith presented a 
petition of W. F. Parker in reference to his location without his consent, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

GEORGIA CONFERENCE.—J. W. Glenn and W. H. Potter presented 
a resolution on the Relation of Baptized Children to the Church, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

K. H. Myers presented a paper on statistical questions and a permanent 
Statisical Secretary in Annual Conferences, which was referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

Misstsstpp1 CONFERENCE.—H. H. Montgomery and W. Harrington 
presented a resolution respecting Mission Conferences, which was referred 
to the Committee on Missions. 

Also, resolutions favoring the admission of superannuated preachers 
and Trustees of Churches into Quarterly Conferences, and on Secretaries 
of Quarterly Conferences, which were read and referred to the Committee 
on Changes of Economy. 

H. H. Montgomery and B. Jones presented three resolutions on lay 


f 
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delegation in the General Gonference, which were read and referred to 
the Committee on Changes of Economy. 

Mempuis ConrerENce.—W. OC. Johnson presented printed documents 
of the American Bible Society, which were referred to the Committee on 
Circulation of the Holy Scriptures. 

TENNESSEE ConreERENCE.—J. B. McFerrin presented a memorial, 
signed by himself and other members of this body, on the Phonetic sys- 
tem of printing, which was read and referred to the Committee on Hdu- 
cation. 

On motion of J. F. Hace: a portion of the memorial of the Colum- 
bia District, relating to salaries of preachers, was reconsidered and referred 
to the Committee of Nine on the Support of the Ministry. 

Houston ConFERENCE.—H. EH. Wiley presented a paper asking that 
the action of said Conference in certain cases be reversed, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

J. Atkins presented a paper from W. F. Parker, of Holston Confer- 
ence, which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Missourr CONFERENCE.—A. Monroe presented a memorial from the 
Rocheport Quarterly Conference, asking for an extension of Episcopal 
services west of the Mississippi, which was read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Hpiscopacy. 

The call was then made for Appeals. 

L. M. Lee presented the appeal of Geo. F. Doggett, of the Virginia 
Conference, and, on motion of H. H. Moatgomery, the appeal was received, 
and, on motion of L. M. Lee, next Tuesday was appointed for the 
trial of said appeal, with closed doors. 

C. K. Marshall presented and read his report, as Agent of the Church 
Evangelist, which, on motion of H. H. Watley, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Books and Periodicals. 

The question on which the Conference adjourned on yesterday, being | 
the substitute of J. E. Cobb for the resolution of W. A. Smith, was 
then taken up. , 

During the discussion the time was extended: 

J. HK. Cobb withdrew his substitute, and W. P. Ratcliffe and J. E. 
Cobb offered as a substitute, a resolution instructing the Book Editor to 
expunge the proviso, on page 47 of the Discipline, as being in spirit, 
tenor, and effect, equivalent to a restrictive rule, and having not been 
inserted by a proper constitutional vote. 

Pending the discussion of this question, the Conference adjourned 
with the benediction by the Bishop. 
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Wednesday Morning, April 11, 1866. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Harly in the chair. Reli- 
gious services were conducted by EH. W. Sehon. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

The Bishop announced the ao. on Support of the Ministry as 
follows :— 

W. A. Smith, John C. Keener, Robert A. Young, Robert S. Moran, 
Charles Betts, Wm. H. Anderson, Joseph 8. Key, Samuel Register and 
Samuel Watson. 

On Centenary of American Methodism :— 

T. O. Summers, H. A. C. Walker, EK. R. Veitch, Wm. C. Johnson, 
P. A. Peterson, D. R. ieee W. 4H. Potter, Robert Alexander bind 
O. P. Fitzgerald. 

N. F. Reid was granted ee of absence fora time, on account of 
ill-health, and B. Craven to accompany him. _ 

C. F. Deems was announced as supplying the place of N. F. Reid in 
the Committee on Episcopacy; and R. 8. Moran the place of B. Craven 
in the Committee on Education; and N. H. D. Wilson in the Commit- 
tee on Changes of Economy, in place of B. Craven. 

J. W. De Vilbiss was granted leave of absence for the remainder of 
the session, .on account of the exposure of his family on the Texas 
frontier. 

Guilford Jones presented his voucher of mem by the Memphis 
Conference, and took his seat accordingly. Joseph H. Brooks, who had 
been serving as his substitute, was recognized as a Delegate in the place 
of T. L. Boswell. 

Jesse Boring, of the Rio Grande Sciacca presented his voucher 
of election, and took his seat. 

Thomas Q. Summers, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, pre- 
sented Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read and laid on the 
table, according to rule. 

H. H. Myers, chairman of Committee on Changes of Economy, pre- 
sented Report No. 1 of that committee, which, on motion of W. W. 
Bennett, was made the order of the day for to-morrow, and was ordered 
to be published in the Daily Christian Advocate. 

J: Hamilton, chairman of Committee on Boundaries, presented 
Reports Nos. 1 and 2 of that committee, which were read and laid on 
the table, according to rule. 

The call was then made for Petitions and Memorials. ! 

BALTIMORE CoNFERENCE.—S. Register and W. G. Eggleston presented 
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resolutions on Infant Membership and, Sunday-schools, which were read 
and referred to-a Special Committee of Nine. 

Nore Caroiina ConFERENCE.—Resolutions of the Quarterly Con- 
ference of Whitesville Circuit, on probation, class-meetings, extension of 
pastorate, etc., were presented, read, and referred to the Committee on 
Changes of igo ueeu: 

W. 4H. Bobbitt and L. 8S. Barkhéad presented a resolution on Local 
Preachers, which was read and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

B. Craven presented resolutions on changing Circuits, seating congre- 
gations, and free seats, which were read and referred to the Committce 
on Revisal. 

GEORGIA CONFERENCE.—L. Pierce pieaented papers respecting 
Changes of Econemy, which were refirred to the committee on that 
subject. 

MoBILE CONFERENCE.—J. Hamilton presented a paper on the Con- 
stitution of the M. EH. Church, by E. W. Chatfield, which was referred 
to the Committee on Changes of Economy. 

J. Hamilton and A. H. Mitchell presented a resolution on sitting in 
Annual Conferences with closed doors, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Revisal. 

The Secretary presented a Memorial of the Trustees and Faeulty of the 
Southern University, which was read and referred to the Commiitee 
on Education. 

KENTUCKY CONFERENCE.—J. Rand and R. Hiner presented a resolu- 
tion on the extension of the boundaries of the Kentucky Conference 
which was read and referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

‘Lovisvitue Conrerence.—A. H. Redford and J... Linn presented 
a resolution on extension of the boundaries of the Louisville Conference, 
which was read and referred to the Committee on Boundaries.: 

J. H. Linn presented papers on the Publishing House, which were 
referred to the Committee on Books, ete. 

Missourt Conrerence.—W. M. Rush and C. J. Vandeventer pre 
sented a resolution on the reception of members, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

ARKANSAS CONFERENCE.—-J. M. P. Hickerson and J. Steele pre- 
sented a resolution on the boundaries of the Arkansas and Wachita Con- 
ferences, which was read and referred to the Comentee on Bounda 
rieg. : ei" 

Texas ConreRENCE.—R. Aiecanitee presented a resolution on the 
boundaries of that Conference, which was read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on. Boundaries. 
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S. H. Browne presented a paper on the support of the ministry, which 
was referred to the committee on that subject. 

Oa motion, the following resolutions were then offered, read, and 
adopted :—. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be instructed to inquire into 
the propriety of striking from the Discipline Section 1, 2 of Chapter 1, 


Part -1, of Discipline. C. F. DrEms, 
A. M. Suter. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be, and they are hereby, 
instructed to consider the propriety of printing in the Book of Discipline 
a brief and properly digested Catechism for the use of the families of the 
M. B. Church, South. W. M. WieHrMman, 

L. M. Ler. 


Resolved, That two or more of our Bishops be requested to wait upon the 
President of the United States and tender him appropriate expressions of 
gratitude for the restoration of our Church property, and to further assure 
him that we, as a body of ministers of Christ, enjoin on our congregations 
submission to “the powers that be;” and that, while we stand aloof 
from all party politics and deprecate any intermeddling of churches or 
ministers, as such, with political affairs, we yet feel it to be our duty cheer- 
fully to comply with the apostolic injuaction to make “supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings for all men—for all in authority, 
that we may lead quiet a peaceable lives i in all godliness and honesty.”’ 

J. B. McFerrin, 
8. D. Baupwin. 


A motion of L. M. Lee to lay this last resolution on the table for a 
present was lost. 

On motion of S. P. Richardson, the question was taken without 
debate. A motion to adjoura havirg been lost, the resolution was then 
adopted. 

R. S. Moran offered resolutions on changes of Discipline, which were 
laid on the table, according to rule. 

Bishop Paine announced the Committee on Infant Church Membership, 

as follows :— 

Special Committee on Infant Church Membership :—S. Register, J, 
Hamilton, J. W. Glenn, J. B. Cottrell, H. A. C. Walker, J. E. Edwards, 
H. H. Montgomery, 8. P. Richardson and Thomas Maddin. 

On motion of Ww, M. Wightman, the Conference resolved itself into 
a Committee of the Whole, Bishop Kavanaugh in the chair, 
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After sitting for some time, the committee rose, reported progress, and 
asked permission to sit again on to-morrow, which was granted. The 
Conference then adjourned with the benediction by Bishop Paine. 


Thursday Morning, April 12, 1866. 


Conference met at the stated hour. Bishop Kavanaugh in the chair. 
Religious services were conducted by Cornelius J. Vandeventer. 

The Miautes were read, corrected, and approved. 

Bishop Paine tock the chair. 

Thomas L. Boswell produced his voucher of election by the Memphis 
Conference, and took his seat, which had been filled by Joseph H. Brooks, 
Reserve. 

Wellborn Mooney produced his voucher of election by the Tennessce 
Conference, and took his seat, which had been filled by Ferdinand S. 
Petway, Reserve, who now was anuounced as filling the seat of S. D. 
Baldwin. 

The call was then made for Reports of Committees. 

Thomas O. Summers, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented 
Report No. 2 of that- Gomrealitee, which was read and laid on the table, 
according to rule: 

E. H. Myers, chairman of the Committee on Changes of Economy, re- 

_ported back certaia papers presented yesterday by Lovick Pierce on Cir- 
cuits, ete., which were referred to the Committee on Itinerancy—a paper 
on the Children of the Church, which was referred to the Committee on 
Infant Church Membership—another on Collections, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisal—and one on the Duties of Stewards, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Support of the Ministry. 

J. EK. Evans, chairman of the Committee on the Circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures, presented a Report of that committee, which was read, 
and ‘the resolu:ions embodied in it were adopted. 

On motion of N. H. Lee, the preamble was recommitted, with instruc- 
tions to the committee to so alter it, as to show our unwillingness to con- 
tribute our money to the publication of speeches and resolutions in- 
jurious to the people and character of the South. 

Petitions, Memorials, and Appeals were then called for, but none were 
presented. 

Levi Pearce, of the Mississippi Conference, asked and obtained leave 
of absence, and Harvey F. J obnson, Reserve, was announced to fill his 
place. 

The Session was indefinitely prolonged. 

W. M. Prottsman and P. M. Pinckard offered a resolution in regard to 
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the boundaries of the St. Louis and Missouri Conferences, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

S. P. Richardson and M. 8. Andrews offered a resolution on Text- 
Books for Candidates for the Ministry, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Books and Periodicals. 

W. H. Seat and R. Alexander offered a resolution on Annual Con- 
ference Foreign Missions, which was read and referred to the Committee 
on Missions. cae 

C. K. Marshall offered a resolution on Church Architeeture, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Books and Periodicals. 

S. H. Browne and W. H. Fleming offered a resolution on the time of 
holding Annual Conferences, which was read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy. 

J. H. Edwards offered a resolution on the mode of receiving persons 
into the Church, which was Tead and referred to the Committee on 
Changes of Economy. 

A. H. Mitchell and T. Ww. Dorman offered a resolution favoring the 
expunction of the proviso limiting Districts to fourteen charges, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

S. H. Browne and W. H. Fleming offered a resolution on Quarterly 
Conference business; one on the wording of the Lord’s Prayer, and another 
on examination of character in Annual Conferences—all of which were - 
read and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A. Davidson and W. McK. Lambdin offered a resolution on stents 
proof-texts to the twenty-five Articles, which was read and nerorseal to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

W.M. Rush and C. J. Vandeventer cffered a resolution on restoring 
expelled persons to the Church, which was read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal. 

L. Rosser and P. A. Peterson offered a resolution on the order of bu- 
siness in Quarterly Conferences, which was read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisal. 

Thomas O. Summers offered a resolution inquiring into the expediency 
of making sundry changes, omissions, and additions in the Discipline, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

On motion of W. A. Smith, the Bishops’ veto was made the order of 
the day for to morrow at 10 o'clock. 

W. C. Johnson presented certain printed documents of the American 
Bible Society, which were referred to the Committee on the Circulation 
of the Holy Scriptures. 

The Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 
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Friday Morning, April 13, 1866. 

Conference met at the stated hour. Bishop Paine in the chair. Re- 
ligious services were conducted by W. H. Watkins. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Andrew took the chair. : 

The call was made for Reports. 

D. R. McAnally, chairman of the Committee on Books and Periodicals, 
reported back a paper respecting be icing which was referred to the 
Committee on Education. 

_L. Rosser, chairman of the Committee on Missions, presented Report 
No. 1 of said committee, which was read and ordered to be printed in the 
’ Daily Christian Advoeate. 

Petitions and Memorials were then called for. 

WesTERN VrrGrntA ConrERENCE.—S. Hargiss presented a resolution 
on the Course of Study, which was referred to the Committee on Hdu- 
eation. 

Nort CAROLINA CONFERENCE.—The Delegates of the North Caro- 
lina Conference, through C. F. Deems, presented a paper on the Christian 
Culture of Children, which waz read and mathe to the Committee on 
Infant Church Membership. 

Sours Caro.ina ConreRENCcE.—Whitefoord Smith presented a me- 
morial from Mr. Robert Bryce and other official members of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, South, in Columbia, South Carolina, asking aid 
in the rebuilding of their Charch, which was eae during the war. 

On motion of E. W. Sehon, 

Resolved, That the Conference has heard with deep emotion of the 
sad fortunes of our brethren in Columbia, South Carolina, and earnéstly 

' commend the agency of the Rev. Colin Murchison, who is soliciting aid 
for the rebuilding of their Church, to the kind and liberal consideration 
of the members and friends of our Communion. 

W. Smith and W. H. Fleming presented a paper asking sundry 
changes in the Discipline, which was read and referred to the Committee 
on Revisal. 

Texas ConrERENCE.—R. Alexander presented papers relating to’ 
Literary Jastitutions in Texas, which were referred to the Committee on 
Education. 

W. C. Johnson announced Guilford Jones as taking his place in the 
Committee on Changes of Economy. 

The order of the day, being the Bishops’ veto, was then taken up. 

On motion of W. M. Wightman, W. A. Smith was allowed to speak 

,on this question without respect to the fifteen minutes’ rule. 
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Bishop Pierce took the chair. 

On motion of J. E. Evans, the session was indefinitely. extended. 

Bishop Andrew resumed the chair. 

Thomas O. Summers presented a paper relating to Missions in 
Mexico, which was referred to the Committee’ on Missions. 

S. H. Browne presented a programme of Church Business, which was 
referred to the Committee on Changes of Economy. 

C. F. Deems and H. N. McTyeire were added to the Committee on the 
Cireulation of the Holy Scriptures. — 

The Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


_ Saturday Morning, April 14, 1866. 


Conference met at the stated hour. Bishop Andrewin the chair. Re- 
ligious services were conducted by W. G. K. Cunnyngham. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Pierce took the chair. 

M. J. Blackwell, of Memphis Conference, asked and obtained leave of 
absence, on account of indisposition, and J. H. Brooks; Reserve, took his 
place. 

The chair then called for Reports. 

W. M. Wightman, chairman of Committee on Episeopacy, submitted 
Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table, 
according to rule. 

D. R. McAnally, chairman of Committee on Books and Periodicals, 
submitted Report No. 1 of that committee, which was read and adopted, 
as follows :— 

‘The Committee on Books and Periodicals offer their Report No. 1: 

1. The resolution signed by S. P. Richardson and M. S. Andrews, and 
referred to this committee, is herewith respectfully returned to the Con- 
ference, with the suggestion that it be transferred to the Committee on 
Education. 

2. The Preamble and Resolutions signed by C. K. Marshall and H. N. 
McTyeire having been considered, the committee recommend for adoption 
by the Conference the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Agent or Agents of our Publishing interests, tege- 
ther with the Book Committee, be instructed to obtain suitable plans and 
specifications for building houses of worship in cities and towns, and also 
in rural districts; and that they cause the same to be published in book- 
form for the use and benefit of the Church at large. 


Respectfully, D. R. MoAnatry, Chairman. 
New Orleans, April 18, 1866. : 


1866.] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 39 


J. EH. Evans, chairman of the Committee on the Religious Interests of 
Colored People, submitted Report No. 1 of that committee, which was 
read and adopted, as follows :— 

The Committee on the Religious Interests of the Colored Peop!e sub- 
mit Report No. 1: 

Your committee recommend the adoption of the following, in reference 
to the education of the colored people : 

Waereas, The condition of the colored people of the South is now 
essentially changed; and whereas, the interests of the white and colored 
people are materially dependent upon the intelligence and virtue of this 
race, that we have had and must continue to have among us; and whereas, 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, has always claimed to be the 
friend of that people, a claim vindicated by the continuous and successful 
exertions made in their behalf, in instructing and evangelizing them; 
and it is important that we should continue to evince our interest for 
them in this regard; and as our hearts prompt us to this philanthropy ; 
therefore, - 

Resolved, That we recommend to our people the establishment of day- 
schools, under proper regulations and trustworthy teachers, for the 
education of colored children. Respectfully submitted. 

J. E. Evans, Chairman. 
New Orleans, Aprii 14, 1866. ; 

J. HE. Evans, chairman of the Committee on the Religious Interests of 
the Colored People, submitted Report No. 2 of that committee, which 
was read and laid on the table, according to rule. 

HK. H. Myers, chairman of the Committee on Changes of Hconomy, 
submitted Report No. 2 of that committee, and also a Minority Report, 
signed J. Hamilton and E. H. Myers, both of which were read and laid 
on the table, according to rule. eg : 

J. KH. Evans, chairman of the Committee on the Circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures, submitted the Report of that committee, the Preamble 
of which had been recommitted, which was read, and the Report as a 
whole was adopted, as follows :— 

The Committee on the Circulation of the Holy Scriptures submit their 
Report: . 

The times demand of the friends of the Bible renewed and energetic 
effort for the circulation of the Word of God. Infidelity, emboldened by 
the demoralizations of war, and the disaffections in the ranks of Zion, is 
marshalling all its forces to battle. The whole field is one scene of conflict. 
The heart of the most humble and unsophisticated Christian, and the intel- 
lect of the most gifted and cultivated, are alike the theater of strife and 
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struggle between hope and fear, between faith and unbelief. The domes- 
tic circle, social life, business in its multitudinous aspects, government 

_in its legislative and executive forms—from the enactments of a town 
council to the most solemn resolves of the highest legislative authorities 
—from the Magistrate of a district to the Supreme Bench of a country 
—from the Mayor of a hamlet to the Chief Executive of a nation—all, 
all are being permeated by the secret leaven of infidelity ; or are sought to 
be carried by undisguised and direct assault. The moral heavens are 
black with warring elements. The Church must equip for the fight ; she 
must put on the whole armor of God, and take the Sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word of God, that she may be able to stand. 

The Word of God is the law of the moral world. The Great “I Am” 
has written his immutable law in the material universe; from the atom 
that floats in the breeze to the sun in the heavens—from the tenderest 
plant that grows to the tallest tree of the forest—from the insect of a day 
to a man in all his physical glory—everywhere, unchanging law prevails 
—God spake and it stood fast. 

The same is true in the moral world. -The Word of the Lord “is the 
only rule and the sufficient rule of our faith and practice.’ This Word 
regulates all the relations of man to his God, and of man to man. It is 
alike authoritative and comprehensive in its commands. It furnishes 
both the rule of life, and the power of action. The Bible is God 
speaking to man; and he who reads it, comes into the chamber of com- 
munion with the King of kings. Nothing is more elevating and refining 
to depraved and fallen man. And in the Bible alone is disclosed both 
the fact and the plan of salvation for sinners. Atoning blood and 
sanctifying grace are seen on every page; ‘whereby are given unto us 
exceeding great and precious promises, that by these ye might be par- 
takers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the 
world, through lust.” ; ; 

The Bible is the only rule of right, both to the ruler and the subject; to 
the parent and the child; to the Church’and to the world. It furnishes 
the only remedy for fallen humanity, by which to make and keep men 
right; therefore all men should have the Bible. These are self-evident 

‘truths that commend themselves to all reflecting minds; your Committee, 
therefore, simply state them, without amplification or argumentation, as 
the ground of action in the Bible cause. 

A very superficial survey of the field discovers to your committee that 
this country was never more destitute of the Sacred Scriptures. The 
last four years have not been favorable to Bible distribution. Moreover , 
nearly all the portable copies of the Scriptures of the land have been 
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given to the soldiers, by fond parents, affectionate sisters, or dearest com- 
panions, to guide and comfort them amid the dangers, toils, and privations 
of a soldier’s life. But few of these copies of the Word of God have 
found their way back to the old homesteads—they have been ruined by 
exposure, lost on the battle-field, or left by the wayside of the soldier’s 
devious pathway. And many, very many of the Bibles of larger size, 
have been carried away by the ey waves that have swept over the 
land. 

- How shall this great aabinlion be supplied? is the ever-recurring 
question. The American Bible Society has appealed to us to unite with 
that organization to meet thisdemand. In July, 1865, the Corresponding 
Secretaries of the Society seat an appeal to the South inviting the codpera- 
tion of all Christian people in this hallowed cause. Moreover, the Rev. G. 
J. Pearce, of Georgia, and the Rev. S. P. Richardson, of Florida, both 
Delegates to this General Conference, were duly appointed and directed 
to represent the Society before this Conference, and request your codpera- 
tion. Brother Richardson appeared before the committee, and Brother 
J. Blakely Smith, also, at the request of Brother Pearce, who could not 
attend. These representatives gave us assurances of the desire of the 
Society that the M. E. Caurch, South, should unite with them in the 
work of Bible distribution. _ 

Your committee are aware that there are some things in the history of 
the American Bible Society which the M. HE. Church, South, cannot 
approve, and we do hereby distinctly express our disapprobation of, and 
enter our protest against, certain resolutions, addresses, and utterances to 
which the American Bible Society has allowed itself to be committed 
during the last few years, as reflecting unjustly upon the people of the 
South, and violative of its pledges and past character as a catholic insti- 
tution. But believing from present indications that the Society is dis- 
posed to return to its original character and spirit, and willing on our 
part to excuse and overlook much, in view of the excitement of the times, 
and the local pressure that was upon the Managers, we would advise the 
renewal of our codperation with the American Bible Society, upon condi- 
tion that the offenses complained of shall not be repeated or perpetuated. 
Your committeee recommend the pets of the following reso- 
lutions: 

Resolved, That this Conference will sondially unite with the American 
Bible Society in the circulation of the Sacred Scriptures, without note or 
comment, and that our preachers and people be and are hereby requested 
to codperate also in this holy cause. 

Resolved, That our Bishops be, and they are revel reseed to ap- 
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point to the Bible Agency, from time to time, such of our traveling min- 
isters as the Bible Socicty shall select for that work. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Worship, appointed by this 
Conference, be, and they are hereby, instructed to confer with the officers 
of the Auxiliary Society in this city, and jointly with them, to make 
arrangements for a public Bible meeting at an eines day during our ses- 
ee Respectfully submitted. J. E. Evans, Chairman. 


J. Hamilton, chairman of the Committee on Boundaries, presented 
Report No. 3 of that committee, which was read, and the resolution 
embodied in it adopted. The preamble and minority report, signed by J. 
M. P. Hickerson and five other members of said committee, were laid on the 
table, according to rule. i 

The resolutions of R. S. Moran, laid on the table on Wednesday, were 
taken up and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

J. Hamilton and R. K. Hargrove offered a resolution on the Qualifica- 
tion of Candidates for the ee, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Education. 

On motion of N. Wilson and E. R. Veitch, resolved by the General 
Conference, in Conference assembled, that the Bishops be and are hereby 
respectfully requested to prepare for publication a Commentary on the 
Discipline, embracing Episcopal decisions, with a view to produce a har- 
monious administration thereof. ! 

J. E. Evans and E. H. Myers offered a resolution relating to Love-feast 
Tickets, Eligibility to Orders, and Trial of Ministers, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

The question on which the Conference adjourned yesterday was taken 
up and the fifteen minutes’ rule was eae till L. Rosser finished his 
speech. 

The Secretary presented a telegraphic dispatch from the New York 
Conference, signed by Bishop Ames and: J. W. Chadwick, Secretary, 
proposing arrangements for retinion of the Methodist Churches, which 
was read, and, on motion of C. F. Deems, was transferred to the Bishops. 

The Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Monday Morning, April 16, 1866. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Pierce in the chair. Reli- 
gious services were conducted by A. H. Mitchell. 

Special prayers were offered for the venerable Bishop Soule, Bishop 
Pierce having announced the reception of the following dispatch :— 
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“Bishop Soule very ill—cannot live but a few days’’—an annouzcement 
which was received by the Conference with great emotion. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Early took the chair, and called fcr Reports. 

Thos. O. Summers, chairman of Committee on Revisal, submitted 
Reports Nos. 3 and 4 of that. committee, which were read and laid on 
the table, according to rule. - 

The chair then called for Petitions and Memorials. 

J. Boring presented a communication from P. A. Moelling, on the 
interests of our German brethren in Texas, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Missions. 

J. K. Evans and J. S. Key offered resolutions on District Conferences, 
which were read and referred to the Committee on Changes of Economy. 

Lorenzo D. Huston presented his voucher of election by the Ken- 
tucky Conference, and took his seat. 

J. B. McFerrin and W. Mooney offered resolutions on the ckange of 
the name of the Church ; and Whitefoord Smith and L. M. Lee offered 
a substitute, favoring the calling of a Convention of the Church. 

On motion of EH. E. Wiley, both papers were laid on the table for the 
present. ; . 

H. F, Johnson and J. Maclennan offered a resolution asking the sub- 

‘stitution of “improper” for “sinful,” on page 144 of the Discipline, 
which was read and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

L. Rosser, chairman of the Committee on Missions, submitted Report 
No. 2, which was read and adopted, item by item, as follows :— 

The Committee on Missions beg leave to make Report No.2. Having 
considered the Report of the Missionary Secretary, your committee would 
recommend to the General Conference the adoption of the following 
resolutions : 

Resolved, 1. That we note, with calistnsde. to God, the prosperity which 
hes hitherto attended our Domestic and German Missions; and do hereby 
earnestly recommend their continuance, under such regulations as the 
General Conference may see proper to adopt. 

Resolved, 2. That we call special attention to our Indian Missions, 
and recommend an increased effort for their support; and that we 
request the Bishops to appoint a Superintendent for them, without wait- 
ing for the organization of the new Board: as the Mission is now in a 
disorganized state. ; 

Resolved, 3. That the continuance of the China Mission during the 
war, when it was impossible to communicate with the brethren in that 
Mission, is cause of sincere gratitude to that gracious Providence which 
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so wonderfully preserved it; and we do hereby recommend to the General 
Conference that it be continued, with the hope that it will be largely 
increased and amply sustained. 

Resolved, 4. That we highly appreciate and approve the long and 
valuable services of our worthy Missionary Secretary, Rev. E. W. Schon, 
D.D., especially during the last eight years. 

In regard to the resolution signed by W. H. Seat and R. Alexander, 
your committee beg leave to report as follows : 

Inasmuch as the Board of Foreign Missions, provided for in our Report 
No. 1, is not prohibited by its Constitution from the employment of 
Annual Conference agency in. the prosecution of its work, no special 
legislation on the subject is deemed necessary. 

Your committee also ask the attention of the General Geutirosde to 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That we request the General Conference to appoint a time 
for missionary meetings, to be held in this city during its present session, 
and to direct the Committee on Public Worship to make the necessary 
arrangements. Respectfully submitted. 

Lxzo. Rosser. 

New Orleans, April 13, 1866. ; 

On motion of L. M. Lee, a paper previously referred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy, and certain facts extracted from the Journals of Annual 
Conferences, were transferred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

On motion of W. A. Smith, the order of the day was. suspended, in 
order to take up Report No. 1 of the Committee on Episcopacy. 

W. A. Smith offered a substitute for resolution 1 of that Report, both 
of which were laid on the table. 

On motion of J. F. Hughes, the order of the day was further sus- 
pended in order to take up Report No. 1 of the Committee on Missions. 

On motion of J. Hamilton, the time was enceuced 

The Report was taken up, item by item. 

After some discussion, on motion of B. H. Spencer, the question was 
taken on the prefatory item, which was adopted by a vote of 90. 

Article 1 was read, and, on motion of J. W. Glenn, was amended by 
adding the sentence, “‘When from any cause the General Conference 
shall fail to meet at the appointed time of meeting, the Board shall con- 
tinue in office until the next meeting of the General Conference.” The 
Article, as amended, was adopted. 

Article 2 was read, and, oa motion of J. C. Keener, was amended by 
inserting, after the word missions, the following clause: “And the build- 
ing of churches, school-houses, and residences for missionaries, in any of 


\ 


*t. 
1866. ] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 45 


the missionary fields under its charge out of any funds which may have 
been specially given for those purposes.” 

A proviso, proposed by 8. H. Browne, was not adopted. 

Articles 8, 4, 5, were read, and adopted. 

Article 6 was read, and, on motion of W. Harrington, was amended 
by substituting for the first sentence, ‘‘The sums allowed for the support 
of missionaries shall be sufficient to support them in their work, as the 
Board may determine.” It was then adopted. 

Articles 7, 8, 9, 10, were read, and adopted. 

Article 11 was read, and A. i. Redford proposed to supply the blank 
with Louisville ; ; R. A. Young, with Nashville; G. Jones, with Mem- 
phis; W. H. M. Linfield, with New Orleans; J. E. Cobb, with Balti- 
more; H. H. Parks, with Atlanta; W. A. Smith, with Richmond. 

The Article was adopted, the nominations to fill the blank being laid 
on the table for the present. 

Article 12 was read, and adopted. 

A resolution of L. M. Lee, that the Foreign Board be, and they hereby 
are, instructed to project no new Foreign Mission, until the next session 
of the General Conference, was not adopted. 

The Constitution of the Domestic Board was then acted upon. 

Article 1 was read and adopted, with the same he og ak as in Arti- © 
cle 1 of the Foreign Board. 

Articles 2, 8, 4, 5, were read, and adopted. 

Article 6 was read, amended by substituting Board of Domestic Mis- 
sions for ‘ Society,” and adopted. 

Articles 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, were read, and adopted. 

Astiole’ 12 was read atid adopted, leaving the blank unfilled for the 
present. 

Article 13 was read, and; on motion of H. F. Johnson, was amended 
by omitting “separate” before “collections,” and adding, “which collec- 
tions shall be kept separate.’ It was then adopted. 

The two resolutions, after much discussion, were adopted. ° 

On motion of E. H. Myers, the Report was recommitted, that the 
committee might embody in it the foregoing amendments, and report on 
another resolution offered by himself. 

The Conference then adjourned with the bencdiction by the Bishop. 


Tuesday Morning, April 17, 1866. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Harly in the chair. Reli- 
gious services were conducted by Thomas O. Summers. } 
The Bishop announced the death on Sunday last of the Rev. D. B. 
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Nicholson, of the North Carolina Conference, on whom a eulogy was pro- 
nounced by C. F. Deems, of that Conference. 

The Minutes were read-and approved. 

Bishop Andrew took the chair. 

On motion of J. C. Keener, the chairmen of committees were instructed 
to furnish duplicate reports to the Publishing Committee of the Confer- 
ence. 

J. Hamilton, chairman of the Committee on Boundaries, submitted 
Report No. 4 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table, 
according to rule. 

D. R. McAnally, chairman of the Committee on Books, etc., submitted 
Report No. 2 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table 
for the present. 

Ono motion of EH. H. Myers, chairman of the Committee on Changes of 
Economy, a memorial of the South Carolina Conference on the preparation 
of a Catechism for candidates for membership, which had been referred 
to that committee, was transferred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

Memorials of J. F. Hughes and R. Smithson, relating to Sunday- 
schools, were presented, and referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

Bishop Paine took the chair, and calied for the order of the day, 
to-wit : The appeal of the Rev. George F. Doggett. 

The testimony in the case, with the decision of the Virginia. Annual 
Conference, rendered November 25th, 1863, expelling George F. Dog- 
gett from the ministry, under the charge of gross immorality, was then 
read. See Document marked A. 

Bishop Kavanaugh took the chair. 

On motion of Whitefoord Smith, the session was indefinitely extended. 

L. M. Lee appeared as representative of George F. Duggett, showing the 
grounds of his appeal. 

Peter A. Peterson followed as'representative of ‘he Virginia Confer- 
ence. 

Bishop Paine took the chair. 

L. M. Lee responded. Pending his speech, Conference adjourned with 
the benediction by the Bishop. 


Wednesday Morning, Aprii 18, 1866. 
Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Paine in the chair. Reli- 
gious services were conducted by S. Watson. 
The Minutes were read and approved. 
The chair then called for Reports. 
D. R. McAnally, chairman of the Committee on Books, etc., submitted 
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Report No. 3 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table for 
the present. ; 

Thomas O. Summers, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, submitted 
Report No. 5 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table 
under the rule. 

L. M. Lee, chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, transferred cer- 
tain papers by Lovick Pierce on the plans of Circuits, relations and duties 
of preachers, whjch had been referred to that committee, to the Commit- 
tee on Revisal. ’ 

W. C. Johnson offered a resolution on the questions propounded to 
preachers on their reception, which was read and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revisal. 

C. K. Marshall offered a resolution on Raising Church Tada which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Support of the Ministry. 

W. Harrington offered a resolution on Sunday-school instruction in 
music, which was read and referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools. 

T. L. Boswell offered a resolution on the business of Quarterly Confer- 
ences, which was read and referred to the Committee on Revisal. ; 

W. A. Smith offered resolutions on Lay-Represeatatioa, which were 
read and referred to the Committee on Changes of Economy. 

The following Preamble and Resolution were then offered, read, and 
adopted :— 

Wuxrvas, The. Holston Conference did, in 1859, expel Coleman 
Campbell, a member of said Conference, from the ministry of the M. H. 
Church, South, and an appeal has been legally taken to this body; and, 
whereas, the minutes of the trial could not be presented here, not being 
in possession of the Confereace at present ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this General Conference do, and the same hereby does, 
remand this case to the Holston Conference, with authority to resume the 
trial there de novo, or otherwise, as they shall judge best. 

K. E. Weriay, 


J. ATKINS, 
New Orleons, April 18, 1866. 


J. EK. Cobb offered a resolution in regard to ‘id bringing forward of 
the business of this Session, which being read, he moved to take the vote 
without debate. The question was lost by a vote of 49 to 54. 

The resolution was then laid on the table for the present. 

A communication from Mr. Rufus Dolbear, inviting the members of 
Conference to visit his Commercial College, and offering to receive the 
sons of clergymen into the College at half the usual charges, was pre- 
sented by C. K. Marshall and read. 
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L. M. Lee then resumed his defense of the appeal of George F'. Dog- 
gett. 

Pending his speech, Bishop Kavanaugh took the chair, and, on motion 
of A. H. Mitchell, the session was indefinitely prolonged. 

After the pleadings were closed, pending the discussion of the ques- 

tion, Bishop Paine took the chair. ) 

On motion of P. M. Pinckard, 

Resolved, That the decision of the Virginia Annual Conference, in the 
case of Rev. George F. Doggett, be, and is hereby affirmed. 

The vote on this resolution was 68 to 51. 

The Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Thursday Morning, April 19, 1866. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Paine in the chair. Reli- 
gious services were conducted by R. Hiner. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Andrew took the chair and called for Reports. 

- W. M. Wightman, chairman of the Committee on Episcopacy, sub- 
mitted Report N o. 2 of ye committee, which was read and adopted, as 


follows :— : 


REPORT NO. 2 OF THE COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY. 

The Committee on HEpiscopacy beg leave respectfully to present the 
following as their Report No. 2: 

That they have had under review the Episcopal administration during 
the last eight years. A large portion of this eventful period has been 
marked by civil commotion and the dislocation of the established order of 
things. Under circumstances like these, it was obviously impossible, 
without serious detriment to the highest interests of the cause of Christ, 
to adhere tenaciously to the letter and technicalities of rules, imperative 
under ordinary circumstances. The Bishops, with the aid of the best 
counsel they could command, and with the best j udgment they could form, 
met the emergencies of the time and the difficulties of their position, in 
a manner which, on the whole and with little exception, claims the respect 
and approval of the General Conference. The Committee beg to refer 
particularly to the admirable Address put forth by them at the close of 
the war, as being not only well-timed, but just such, in its temper, tone, . 
and advices, as became them as the representative men of the M. HB. 
Church, South. Their abstinence from political complications, and their 
strict adherence to the spirit and duties of their high calling as overseers 
of the Church of God, entitle them to the highest confidence and respect. 
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The committee, therefore, report for adoption by the General Conference 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the character of the Bishops pass, and,that their ad- 
ministration during the last eight years be and is hereby approved. 

Respectfully submitted. W. M. Wicutman, Chairman. 

New Orlerns, April 19, 1866. 

D. R. MeAnally, chairman of the Committee on Books, etc., submitted 
Report No. 4 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table 
under the rule. 

T. W. Dorman, P. M. Pinckard, Paul Wlobies di and J. E. Cobb, 
submitted a Minority Report, which was read. Both Reports lie on the 
table under the rule. 

HE. H. Myers, chairman of the Committee on Changes of Economy, 
submitted Report Ne. 3 of that committee, which was read. A Minority 
Report was submitted by B. Craven and others, which was also read. 
Both Reports lie on the table under the rule, and were made the order 
of the day for to-morrow at 10 o’clock. 

J. H. Linn, chairman of the Committee on Correspondence with other 
Churches, submitted a Report, which was read and adopted, as follows— 
the blanks in resolutions 3 and 4, referring to the two fraternal messen- 
gers, being filled by the Conference :— 

The Committee on Correspondence with other Churches respectfully 
presents the following Report: 

The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, has great cause to rejoice 
humbly before God that he hath given her grace in times of tumult and 
great ungodliness to maintain ecclesiastical purity in consistence with the 
declaration of Christ, that his kingdom is not of this world. She has 
thus reassured the hearts of all those who seek for scriptural holiness and 
who have trembled for the Ark of God. And now the Head of the 
Church is bestowing his divine approval by bringing to her gates of sal- 
vation those who are seeking to find the old paths, and to walk therein. 
This is indicated by the welcomed accession of more than one hundred 
ministers and more than twelve thousand communicants from the bounds of 
a single Conference, an accession daily increased by scores of excellent and 
humble followers of our Lord. 

This session of the General Conference has been gladdened by the 
presence of messengers and letters, official and unofficial, from other 
branches of Christ’s Universal Church: In the North and North-west 
there are many persons of unimpeached Christian character who have 
been forced from their former ecclesiastical relations by reason of having 
dared to protest against the secularization of their Churches. They have 
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thus been driven by the spirit of fanaticism from more than one so-called 
Christian communion. Common suffering for righteousness’ sake made 
for them a common bond of Jove and.union. Animated by a-desire to 
bring the Church back to evangelical purity, they have organized ecclesi- 
astical associations, whose members are men and women of intelligence 
and piety, and whose ministers were ornaments to the Churches from 
which they had been ejected by reason of their devotion to an unsecular- 
ized Christianity. Denounced by the spirit which originally proscribed 
them, and having no sentiment of schism, they recognize in the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, South, a Christian Church founded upon the 
Prophets and Apostles, Christ being the chief corner-stone, and they 
send us their godly greetings and their fraternal messengers, thus kindling 
in us the glow of brotherly love which leads us to pray that they may be 
guided and strengthened until they shall have the blessed reward of seeing 
the separateness ame supremacy of Christ’s kingdom acknowledged i in alt 
this land. 

Your committee have considered, also, with sincere pleasure, the com- 
munication from the Mississippi Conference, embodying a letter from our 
well-beloved brethren of the Methodist Protestant Church in that State. 
We perceive, with Christian joy, the decadence of the spirit of opposition 
between that branch of the Church and our own, and the growing assim- 
ilation in spirit and practice which we humbly trust will soon make us 
not only one in Christ Jesus, as we now most happily are, but one in our 
eeclesiastical organization, if the Lord will. 

The committee has carefully observed all that has passed in this body 
in which the Northern Methodist Episcopal Church has been concerned. 

The committee most respectfully presents the following Resolutions for 
the consideration of the General Conference : 

Resolved, 1. That the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, stands this 
day, as she has always stood. ready and willing to consider, with Christian 
candor, any unequivocal and scriptural overtures for sympathy and fel- 
lowship which may be tendered her by any body of Christians i in their 
general representative capacity. 

Resolved, 2. That the General Conference most warmly reeiprocates the 
fraternal greetings and expressions of Christian love borne from the 
Christian Union Church by their messenger, our brother, the Rev. J. 
Ditzler. 

Resolved, 8. That one of the Bishops and the Rev. John H. Linn be, 
and they are hereby, appointed fraternal messengers from the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, to the next Annual 
Council of the Christian Union Church. 
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Resolved, 4. That one of the Bishops and the Rev. C. F. Deems be, and 
they are hereby, appointed as fraternal messengers of the General Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, to the General Con- 
_ ference of the Methodist Protestant Church, appointed to convene in 
Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, on the first Tuesday in May of, 
the current year. And in case there be any providential hindrance to any 
messenger appointed under this and the preceding resolution, the Bishops 
shall have power to fill his place. 

Kesolved, 5. That in the interval of the General Conference, if any num- 
ber of ministers representing a respectable number of Churches and con- 
gregations, occupying territory not embraced within the prescribed boun- 
daries of any of our Annual Conferences, shall signify and formally express 
a wish to unite with the Methodist Episcopal’Church, South, and shall give 
satisfactory assurance that they heartily believe our Articles of Religion, 
and are cordially willing to be governed by our Discipline, our Bishops 
may organize such district or territory into a Conference, which shall be 
recognized as one of the Annual Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, which shall be entitled to all the rights, privileges, and 
immunities of any other Annual Conference holding connection with said 
Church. D é 

Resolved, 6. That if there be any Church, or Churches, or association of 
Churches, which shall signify a desire to unite with us, they shall be re- 
ceived upon giving any of our Bishops satisfactory assurance of their belief 
in our Articles of Religion, and their willingness to conform to our Disci- 
pline; and the ministers of such Church, or Churches, shall be received 
among us in the grade in the ministry held by them in the Churches from 
which they came, according to the mode prescribed in our Discipline. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 
J. H. Linn, Chairman. 

New Orleans, April 19, 1866. 

The Rev. J. Ditzler, messenger of the Christian Union, addressed the 
Conference in a brief speech, breathing a catholic spirit. 

R. K. Hargrove offered a resolution on Statistics, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Changes of Heonomy. 

L. Rosser, chairman of the Committee on Missions, submitted Report 
No. 3 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table for the 
present. 

The Rev. Mr. Shaver, President of the Alabama Conference of the 
Methodist Protestant Church, was introduced to the Conference. He 
favored the Conference with a brief address, expressive of kind fraternal 
sentiments. 
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Bishop Pierce took the chair. 

Report No. 1 of the Committee on Missions was called up, and, pend- 
ing discussion, the session was indefinitely extended. 

The Report, as a whole, was then adopted by a vote of 95 to 16, leaving 
the blanks in reference to location unfilled for the present. The Report 
is as follows :— 


COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS—REPORT NO. a 


The Committee on Missions beg leave to submit the following as a sub- 
stitute for the entire Section VII, Part 2, pp. 277-291 of Discipline : 

1. The Missionary operations of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, shall hereafter be committed to the management of two separate 
Boards, to be styled severally. the Foreign and the Domestic, under the 
provisions and regulations following : 


THE FOREIGN BOARD. 

Article 1. This Board shall consist of a President, two Vice-Presidents, 
a Secretary, a Treasurer, and nine Managers, who shall ali be members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and be quadrennially elected by 
the General Conference; but when, from any cause, the General Confer- 
ence shall fail to meet at the appointed time, the Board shall continue in 
office until the next meeting of the General Conference. The Bishops 
shall be ex-officio members of this Board. 

Article 2. The Board shall have authority to make by-laws for regu- 
lating its own proceedings ; to appropriate money to defray incidental ex- 
penses; to provide for the support of superannuated missionaries, and 
widows and orphans of missionaries, who may not be provided for by any 
Annual Conference, (it being understood that they shall not receive more 
than is allowed by the Discipline to other superannuated ministers, 
widows and orphans;) and to print books for the Indian and Foreign 
Missions, and to build houses of worship and school-houses and residences 
for the missionaries in any of the missionary fields under its charge, out 
of any funds which may have been specially given for those purposes; 
and shall publish annually a statement of its transactions and funds; and 
shall also lay before the General Conference a report of all its transactions 
and a statement of its funds up to some convenient day near and prior to 
the time of holding the General Conference. 

Article 3. Seven members, at all meetings of the Board, shall constitute 
a quorum. 

Article 4. The Board shall keep a journal of all its proceedings, and 
the Minutes of each meeting shall be signed by the presiding officer and 
the Secretary. 
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Article 5. The revenue of this Board shall be derived as follows: 
- From annual collections in every congregation, in such month as each 
Annual Conference may direct, from special collections made by the 
Secretary, and from donations and legacies. 

Article 6. The sums allowed for the salaries of Missionaries shall be 
sufficient to support them in their work. The Board shall meet annually 
to vote appropriations of money to those in its employment, and the 
President of the Board shall draw on the Treasurer for the allowance, in 
quarterly or half-yearly instalments. And the Board shall require com- 
munications to be made quarterly by each of the Missionaries, or from 
each Mission, to the Secretary, giving information of the state and pros- 
pects of the Missions in which they are severally employed. No one 
shall be acknowledged as a Missionary, or receive support from the 
Board, who has not some definite field of labor assigned him, or could 
not be an effective laborer on a circuit, except as provided for in the 
second article. 

Article 7. The Secretary shall ede at the place where the Board is 
located, but may be a member of any one of the Annual Conferences. 
It shall be his duty to journalize the proceedings of the Board, and to 
conduct their correspondence; to advise the Board of any matters which 
he may conceive important; to travel, as much as possible, through the 
Connection, visiting the Annual Conferences and the Missions under the 
eare of the Board, promoting the interests of the Board; to give the 
Missionaries any information that may be necessary; to prepare and 
furnish for publication in the Church papers, monthly, an abstract of the 
proceedings of the Board, and condensed accounts of the Missionary 
work; and, furthermore, it shall be his duty to attend to all the business 
of the Board with the Government of the United States, in relation to 
schools which have been, or may hereafter be, committed to its care in 
the Indian country, by the Department of the Interior, or Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs; and it shall be his duty, also, to prepare and superin- 
tend the publication of the Annual Report, under the direction of the 
Board. His salary shall be fixed by the Board. 

Article 8. The Treasurer shall hold all the funds of the Board in his 
possession, in safe deposit with such institutions as the Board may direct, 
which deposit shall be made by him as an officer of the Board, and sub- 
ject to his drafts as such, and his successors in office. He shall furnish an 
annual report, to be published with the Annual Report of the Secretary. 

Article 9. In case of vacancy, occasioned by death, resignation, or 
otherwise, in the Board, the vacancy shall be filled by the Board, until 
the ensuing General Conference. 


54 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF [April, 


Article 10. Any one of the Bishops, on the recommendation of the 
Board, shall appoint Missionaries to the foreign field. 

Article 11. This Board shall be located and domiciled in 

Article 12. This Constitution shall not be altered or amended, but by 
a vote of two-thirds of the General Conference present, and voting on 
the alteration or amendment. 





THE DOMESTIC BOARD. 


Article 1, This Board shall consist: of a President, two Vice-Presi- 
dents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and nine Managers, who shall all be 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and be quadrenni- 
ally elected by the General Conference; but when from any cause the 
General Conference shall fail to meet at the appointed time, the Board 
shall continue in office until the next meeting of the General Conference. 
The Bishops shall be ex-officio members of the Board. ? 

Article 2. The Board shall have authority to make by-laws for regu- 
lating its own proceedings, to appropriate money to defray incidental 
expenses, and to publish books and tracts for German Missions; and 
shall publish annually a statement of its transactions and funds, and 
shall also lay before the General Conference a report of all its transac- 
tions, and a statement of its funds, up to some convenient day, near and 
prior to the time of holding the General Conference. 

Article 8. Seven members, at all meetings of the Board, shall con- 
me N a quorum. 

* Article 4. The Board shall keep a journal of all its piedaaiinge and 
the Minutes of each meeting shall be signed by the presiding oHiver and 
the Secretary. 

Article 5. Hach Annual Conference shall have charge of the Domestic 
Missions within its own bounds. 

Article 6. It is recommended that each Annual Conference organize a 
Conference Board of Domestic Missions, auxiliary to this Board, under 
such regulations as they sball severally adopt, or the General Conference 
order. Hach Conference Board shall annually transmit to the Secretary 
of this Board a copy of its annual report, embracing the operations within 
the bounds of the Conference, for publication in his Annual Report. 

Article 7. The revenue of this Board shall be derived as follows :— 
Each Annual Conference Board shall forward to the Treasurer, annually, 
one-tenth, at least, of all its collections for Domestic Missions, and what- 
ever balance may be in the Treasury after defraying the expenses of its 
own Missions, from special collections made by the Secretary, and from 
donations and legacies. 
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Article 8._The Board shall have power to grant assistance from its 
funds: to such Annual Conference Missionary Boards as are not able to 
support the Domesti¢ Missions within their owa bounds., 

Article 9. The Secretary shall reside at the place where the Board is 
located, but may be a member of any oae of the Annual Conferences. It 
shall be his duty to journalize the proceedings of the Board, and to con- 
duct its correspondence; to advise the Board of any matters which he 
may conceive important; te travel as much as possible through the Con- 
nection, visiting the Annual Conferences, promoting the interests of the 
Board; to furnish for publication in the Church papers, monthly, an 
bates of the proceedings of the Board, and condensed accounts of the. 
Missionary work. And it shall be his dusy also to prepare and superin- 
tend the publication of the Annual Report, under the direction of the 
Board. His salary shall be fixed by the Board. 

Article 10. The Treasurer shall hold all the funds of the Board, in 
his possession, in safe deposit, with. such institutions as the Board may 
direct , which deposit shall be made by him as an officer of the Board, 
and sealiiek te his drafts as such, and his successors in office. He shall 
furnish an annual report to be published with the Anaual Report of the 
Secretary. 

Article 11. In ease of vacancy, occasioaed by death, resignation, or 
otherwise, in the Board, the vacancy shall be filled by the Board, until 
the ensuing General Conference. é 

Article 12. Tnis Board shall be located and démisiledsi in 

Article 13. This Constitution shall not be altered or amended but by 

a vote of two-thirds of the General Conference present, and voting on 
the alteration or amendment. 





. Let each Annual Conference organize a Missionary Board, auxili- 
ary de the Domestic Board of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
under such regulations as the Conferences severally shallprescribe. And 
let each Conference Board transmit by its Secretary to the Secretary of 
the Parent Board, a copy of its’ annual report, stating, specifically, the 
number and names of the Missions belonging to the Conference; the. 
number of members of the Church, and of the children catechised in 
each Mission; the numbers admitted on trial, and received into full 
fellowship during the year; the number baptized, and as nearly as may 
be the numbers attending public worship, and of the whole population 
within reach of the Missionary’s a canes together with the number 
of houses of worship on each Mission. 

3. It shall be the duty of each’ Annual Conference to. provide for the 
taking up of collections during the year, within its bounds, for the 
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Foreign Board, and the Domestic Board, which collections shall be kept 
separate. 

4. It shall be the duty of the Presiding Elders to bring the subject of 
our Missions before the first Quarterly Conference of each of the circuits 
and stations within their districts, yearly, for the purpose of moving the 
Quarterly Conferences to adopt such measures as shall be deemed best for 
the promotion of the cause, by increasing the number of contributors, and 
the amount contributed for Missions, in their several circuits and stations. 

5. It will-be expected that, in the examination of character in the 
Annual Conferenees, a reference will be had to the faithful performance 
of the duty of preachers on this subject. 


The committee recommend the adoption of the following resolutions :— 
1. The Missionary Society of the M. E. Church, South, is hereby 
directed to transfer all the assets, property, and liabilities, connected 
with the Indian and China Missions, to the Foreign Board; and all 
assets, property, and liabilities, connected with pees Missions, to the 
Domestic Board. 
2. These Boards shall, as soon as practicable after organizing, procure 
separate and suitable acts of incorporation in their respective localities. 
| Leo. Rosser, Chairman. 


W. M. Rush and B, H. Spencer offered a resolution on Standing Com- 
mittees for trials and appeals in Annual and General Conferences, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

A Financial Plan, by S. Lander, of the South Carelina Conference, 
was presented by J. Stacy, and referred to the Committee on the Support . 
of the Ministry. 

S. H. Browne and J. W. Kelly offered a resolution proposing an 
amendment of the Note to Article XXIII., which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Revisal, with sania to = into the history 
of that Note, and report to this Conference. : 

N. H. D. Wilson offered a resolution on Church Trials, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Revisal. ; 

W. J. Johnson offered a resolution on the duties of Presiding Elders, 
which was read and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

B. Jones and C. K. Marshall offered a resolution relating to Trustees, 
which was read and referred to the Committee on Revisal. . 

On motion of J. KH. Evans, 

Resolved, That no papers referring to changes of Discipline shall be 
received after to-morrow. 

The Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 
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Friday Morning, April 20, 1866. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Pierce in the chair. Reli- 
gious services were conducted by R. A. Young. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

The Chair then called for Reports. 

EK. H. Myers, chairman of the Committee on Changes of Economy, 
submitted Report No. 4 of that committee, which was read and laid on 
the table under the rule. 

B. Craven gave notice that he, and other members of the committee, 
would submit a Minority Report to-morrow. 

J. M. P. Hickerson and John M. Steele offered a resolution on amend- 
ing the Discipline as to the duties of Presiding Elders, in regard to the 
employment of Local Preachers, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. 

H. F. Johnson and H. H. Montgomery offered a resolution on the 
Ordination of Preachers on Trial, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Revisal. ; 

W. R. Gober and O. P. Fitzgerald offered a resolution, which was 
read, and pending its discussion, Bishop Andrew took the chair. The 
resolution was then adopted, as follows :— 

Resolved, That the Board of Foreign Missions be, and they are hereby, 
instructed to establish a Mission for the Chinese in California, as soon as 
the finances of the Society will justify it. 

On motion of J. B. McFerrin, the Committee on Missions was in- 
structed to make out a full statement of the indebtedness of the Mission- 
ary Society, divide the same among the Annual Conferences as equita- 
bly as possible, and report to this Conference. 

On motion of A. L. P. Green, 

Resolved, That in taking the collections for the Foreign ma Domestic 
Missions, the Foreign Mission shall have precedence, in point of time, 
until the debt is paid. 

A motion of C. F'. Deems, to pcstpone the order of the day until Mon- 
day, being Jost, on motion of N. H. D. Wilson, the order of the day was 
postponed till to-morrow at 10 o’clock. 

A. Means asked, through Bishop Pierce, and obtained leave of bb 
sence, on account of indisposition. 

A resolution of R. 8.-Moran on Appeals was offered, read, and referred 
to the Committee on Revisal. 

A resolution of J.C. Keener, on the Duties of Bishops, was offered, 
read, and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 


a 
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P: M. Pinckard presented a paper on the Support of the Ministry, which 
was referred to the committee on that subject. 

B. H. Spencer and W. M. Rush offered a resolution instructing the 
Committee on Itinerancy to explain the question, asked in Quarterly 
Conferences, ‘Are there any complaints ?”’ which was read and referred 
to said committee. ' . 

On motion of T. W. Dorman, Report No. 4 of the Committee on Books, 
etc., was made the order of the day for Monday. 

A resolution of J. EH. Edwards and Paul Whitehead, proposing the 
publication of General Conference Resolutions in an Appendix to the 
Discipline, was offered, read, and laid on the table-for the present. 

J. 8.. Kennedy and W. G. E. Cunnyngham offered a resolution pro- 
posing a Form of Church Dedication, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Reyvisal. 

Report No. 2 of the Committee on the Religious Interests of Colored 
People was called up, read, and acted upon, item by item. Pending 
action, the session was prolonged. After considerable discussion, the 
Report was adopted, as follows :— 

The Committee on Religious Interests of Colored People present 
Report No. 2 ; 

ON COLORED MEMBERS. 

Question. What shall be done to promote the Religious Interests of 
the Colored People ?. 

Answer 1. Let our colored members be organized as separate pastoral 
charges, wherever they prefer it, and their numbers may justify it. 

2. Let each pastoral charge of colored members. have its own Quar- 
terly Conference, composed of official members, as provided for in the 
Discipline. 

3. Let colored persons be licensed to preach, a ordained deacons 
and elders, according to the Discipline, when, in the judgment of the 
Conference having jurisdiction in the case, they are deemed suitable 
persons for said office and order in the ministry. 

4. The Bishop may form a District of colored charges, and appoint 
to it a colored Presiding Elder, when in his dndemen) the religious 
interests of the colored people require it. 

5. When it is judged advisable by the Ballasts of Bishops, Annual 
Conferences of colored preachers may be organized, to be presided over 
by our Bishops.. 

6. When two or more Annual Conferences shall be formed, let our 
Bishops advise and assist them in organizing a separate General Con- 
ference jurisdiction for themselves, if they so desire, and the Bishops 
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deem it expedient, in accordance with the Doctrines and Discipline of 
our Church, and bearing the same relation to the General Conference as 
the Annual Conferences bear to each other. 

7. Let special attention be given to Sunday-schools among the colored 
people. 

The above chapter is recommended by the Committee on the Religious 
Interests of the iad People to the a Conference for its adop- 
tion. 

Respectfully submitted. J. E. Evans, Chairman. 

April 13, 1866. 

G. W. D. Harris asked and obtained leave of absence. 

The hour of adjournment of Conference was changed from 12 to 23 P.M. 

Bishop Andrew then made a most affecting address to the Conference, — 
requesting the Conference, in view of his age, to place him on the re- 
tired list. 

On motion of E. H. Myers, the request was referred to the considera- 
tion of the Committee on Episcopacy. 

Report No. 1 of the Committee on Changes of Economy was then 
called up, and referred to the Committee of the Whole, into which the 
Conference resolved itself, Bishop Pierce in the chair. 

After sitting for a while, the Committee rose, reported progress, and 
obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

Certain papers, relating to the African M. H. Church, were presented 
by J. H. Evans, and referred to the Committee on the Religious Interests 
of the Colored People. 

The Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Saturday Morning, April 21, 1866. 


Conference met at the stated hour. Bishop Pierce in the chair. Re- 
ligious services were conducted by W. H. Ellison. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Early took the chair and called for Reports. 

Thos. O. Summers, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, submitted 
Report No. 6 of that committee, which was read, and laid on os table 
under the rule. 

S. Register, chairman of the Committee on Infant Church Member- 
ship, submitted a report, which was read, and laid on the table under 
the rule. - ; 

B. Craven, W. M. Rush, a M. P. Hickerson, A. R. Winfield, N. H. 
Lee, and G. Jones, salidteda a Minority Report for Report No. 4 of the 
Committee on Changes of Hconomy. 
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W. M. Wightman, chairman of the Committee on Episcopacy, sub- 
mitted Report No. 3 of that committee, which was read, and unani- 
mously adopted by a standing vote, as follows :— 


REPORT NO. 8 OF THE COMMITTEE ON \EPISCOPACY. 


The Committee on Episcopacy beg respectfully to report the following 
resolutions as, in their judgment, suitable to be adopted in reference to 
the application of Bishop Andrew for permission to retire from the active 
duties of the Episcopal office : 


Resolved, That the General Conference has heard, with profound 
emotion, the request made by our honored and beloved friend, Bishop 
Andrew, that he be allowed, on account of advanced years and growing 
infirmities, to retire from the responsibilities connected with an active 
participation in the Episcopal administration. While the General Con- 
ference cannot be indifferent to the important considerations, and cannot 
but approve of the high and delicate motives which prompt this course, 
at the same time the representatives of the Annual Conferences of the 
M. E. Church, South, cannot allow the occasion to pass without express- 
ing, as they now take pleasure in doing, the respect and affection uni- 
versally felt for the venerable Bishop—the honor in which his past 
services are held, and the luster which his spotless character hes shed on 
Southern Methodism. They devoutly pray that the evening of his life 
may be serene—full of the consolations of that Gospel he has preached 
for more than a half century—bright with the unspeakable hope of 
eternal life through Christ Jesus. 

Resolved, furthermore, That Bishop Andrew be, and he is hereby, re- 
leased, according to his request, from active participation in the responsi- 
bilities of the Episcopal office. At the same time'the General Confer- 
ence beg that he will, as far as his health and circumstances allow, give 
to his colleagues, and the Church at large, the benefits of his experience 
and counsels, and highly appreciated visits to the Annual Conferences. 

Respectfully submitted. i 
W. M. Wicurman, Chairman. 

New Orleans, April 21, 1866. 

J. He Edwards, chairman of the Committee on Sunday-schools, sub- 
mitted a Report, which was read, and laid on the table under the rule, 
and made the order of the day for Friday next, at 10 o’clock. 

L. Rosser, chairman of the Committee on Missions, submitted Report 
No. 4 of that committee, which was read, and adopted, as follows :— 

The Committee on Missions beg leave to make their Report No. 4. 

Your committee have examined the statements of the Secretary and 
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Treasurer of the Missionary Society of the Methodist) Episcopal Church, 
South, taken from the Journal of the Society, and find the debt of that 
Society, as nearly as we can ascertain it, to be about sixty thousand 
dollars, and recommend that it be distributed among the several Annual 
Conferences, as follows : 





Lo the Western Virgie, COOL 4a: sais pops 'oacen te das taes secs $ 500 
«“ « Kentucky Wh each ceygiecasiopte ssisiie ap aie ua hicte shite 8,000 
«“ « Tennessee Chi REE LAE ah i 2,300 
“ « Holston Bee is 5 a.c Scott asian ater eee 1,000 
“ South Carolina RR ROS ae ee Rs 2,200 
“ « Florida pe lee sisle 3 eitahhs coe ase aed tarot ee 1,500 
“ « Louisville SO cate tia feaisisiny Wie sseeaut oan Aaccrar 38,000 
oe Virginia Loew oadgatisitssaicacosase Seca mnecte 3,000 
66 EN OPO CORONA WEE (a iaccauialinu9s Seba¥Oepeinas wi sace 3,000 
«¢ « Memphis OMRIR EE ico Pa Bese 3,000 
«« « Montgomery tots Wek 5 sas ae io Gi enets ote ate ee 4,500 
“¢ « Mobile Re FEA CSE ROE eee 4,500 
«¢ ¢ Mississippi Sl cis eign cen Beek a 2,500 
« «¢ Louisiana 1 RES RE PCN OR IN Peper a 8,000 
«Missouri SD eeena hens asks SORE LE ae 1,000 
«« « Indian Mission See SUE EE REN aRA 200 
“ 6 Arkansas Pig secs ees isn toe aerate 1,000 
‘¢ 6 Wachita ae Tere cep ene ST ener te 1,500 
sc 6+ St. Louis He a cette au ialocetsauaisa Azam cele 6 2,500 
“« «¢ Texas — de clh cota s ep shale thc ha tates ag it 4,000 
« « Hase Texas ok ut abl dapeistioii dyin she eM oanpisiatsivs 1,500 
““ 6 Georgia - ier ais Wa es renee a eee 4,500 
“ California ¢ sgh i aieorhay olan abies dabarmand esi . 3,000 
«¢ « Baltimore AO sapiinanns Se ipaopeinesBs sepals cae 4,000 

DG teeter te eee eno cnst anaes oateugieete sek sane $60,200 
Respectfully submitted. Leo. Rosser, Chairman. 


New Orleans, April 20, 1866, 


J. Hamilton, chairman of the Committee on Boundaries, submitted 
Report No. 5 of that committee, which was read, and recommitted, with 
instructions to report the boundaries where changes have been made. 

W. Kennedy, M. S. Andrews, W. W. Bennett, L. Parker, and S. 
Woodberry, submitted a Minority Report for the second item. of the 
foregoing Report: it was read, and laid on the table under the rule. 

E. H. Myers, chairman of the Committee on Changes of Economy, 
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submitted Report No. 5 of that committee, which was read, and laid on 
the table under the rule. ; 

Also, Report No. 6 of said committee, which was read, and a motion 
of J. Hamilton, to adopt the last resolution, and a substitute of M. S. 
Andrews, to refer it to the Committee on Episcopacy, after much discus- 
sion, being lost, the Report was laid on the table under the rule. 

A communication from Colored People in Vicksburg, in regard to a 
Church in that city, was read and referred to the Committee on the Re- 
ligious Interests of Colored People. 

The order of the day was then called up, being Report No. 8 of the 
Committee on Changes of Heonomy. B. Craven and others submitted a - 
Minority Report, which was read. After considerable discussion, Con- 
ference adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Monday Morning, April 25, 1866. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Harly in the chair. Reli- 
gious services were conducted by J. H. Linn. 
The Minutes were read and approved. 
The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted :— 
Resolved, That the venerable and honored Dr. Lovick Pierce is hereby 
respectfully requested to address this body on any subject connected with 
the history and polity of our beloved Methodism, at such time as may be 


most agreeable to him. 
W. H. ANDERSON, 


N. H. Les. 

The heuer on which the Conference adjourned on Saturday was 
resumed—a motion of W. A. Smith to suspend the fifteen minute rule in 
the discussion of this question, being lost. 

Bishop Kavanaugh took the chair. 

After considerable discussion, on motion of W. Smith, the question was 
laid on the table for the present. 

On motion of H. N. McTyeire, 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this General Conference that Lay- 
Representation be introduced into the Annual and General Conferences. 

L. Rosser called for the ayes and noes. The roll being called, the vote 
stood as follows :— 

Ayes—Martin, Veiteh, L. M. Ties; D. 8. Doggett, W. A. Smith, Dun- 
can, Head, Bennett, Edwards, Granberry, Whitehead, Hargiss, Deems, 
Bubhiet;Beckhesdy Moran, W. Smith, Shipp, H. A. C. Walker, S. H. 
Browne, Boyd, Stacy, Fleming, Betts, Kelly, Lovick Pierce, Glenn, 
Evans, Myers, Mann, Key, Crumley, Potter, Branham, Parks, Means, J. 
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Anderson, Richardson, Mills, Woodberry, H. N. McTyeire, Blue, Ellison, 
McCarty, Ross, Cottrell, Andrews, Summers, Wightman, Hamilton, 
Mitchell, Hargrove, Dorman, Parker, J. B. Walker, Linfield, Watkins, 
Montgomery, Harrington, Marshall, H. I. Johnson, Watson, W. C. John- 
son, McFerrin, Geeen, Young, West, Cunnyngham, Wiley, Atkins, J. S. 
Kennedy, Hiner, Rand, Huston, Morris, Winton, Peery, Pinckard, Van- 
deventer, Spencer, Harrell, Dennis, Alexander, Lambdin, Stamford, Veal, 
Davidson, John, Whipple, Seat, Boring, Gober, Fitzgerald, Neely, 
Riggs—95. 

Noes—Register, N. Wilson, Roszel, Eggleston, Peterson, Rosser, W. 
Kennedy, Craven, N. H. D. Wilson, Anthony, J. B. Smith, Keener, Harp, 
J.G. Jones, Maclennan, Boswell, Harris, G. Jones, Moss, Bynum, Mullins, 
Brooks, Hanner, J. F. Hughes, Maddin, Mooney, Burr, Petway, J. M. 
McTeer, Linn, Sehon, W. H. Anderson, N. H. Lee, Redford, EH. John- 
son, McAnally, Prottsman, Monroe, W. M. Rush, H. T. Jones, Hicker- 
son, Steele, Hunter, Ratcliffe, Cobb, Winfield, W. H. Hughes, Tullis, 
Binckley, McKenzie—50. 

On motion of S. Register, 

Fesolved, That a committee of one from each delegation be appointed 
by the delegations severally to bring in 1 at an early venus a plan for effecting 
this object. 

- After a short recess, Bishop Paine took the chair, and the delegations 
reported, as follows :— 

Baltimore, N. Wilson; Virginia, W. A. Smith; Western Virginia, 8. 
Hargiss; North Carolina, B. Craven; South Carolina, A. M. Shipp; 
Georgia, J. W. Glenn; Florida, S. P. Richardson; Montgomery, H. N. 
MeTyeire; Mobile, J. Famivoir Louisiana, L. Pia Mississippi, W. 
H. Watkins; Memphis, T. L. ssuliwalt Tennessee, J. B. MeFerrin ; 
Holston, H. E. Wiley; Louisville, J. H. Tina ; Kentucky, J. Rand; St. 
Louis, F. A. Morris; Missouri, OC. J. Waildovelltar, Arkansas, vA « M. 
Steele; Wachita, W. P. Ratcliffe; Indian Mission, J. Harrell; Hast 
Texas, J. B. Tullis; Texas, R. Alexander; Rio Grande, J. Boring , 
Pacific, W. R. Gober. : 

On motion of Thomas O. Sheed 

Resolved, That the several delegations be and are hereby instructed to fur- 
nish the Secretary of this Conference with complete lists of the Delegates 
and Reverve Delegates elect to the General Conference of the M. E. 
Church, South, which was appointed to meet in New Orleans, April, 1862, 
for insertion in the Journal of the General Conference. 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of Annual Conferences be and are 
~ hereby requested to forward the Minutes of their respective Conferences 


~ 
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for the last four years to the Book Editor, to be printed in the General 
Minutes. 
The Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Tuesday Morning, April 24, 1866. , 


Conference met at the stated hour. Bishop Kavanaugh in the chair. 
Religious services were conducted by N. Head. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Paiue took the chair. 

Paul Whitehead asked and obtained leave of absence. 

‘L. M. Lee, chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, submitted 
~ Reports Nos. 2 and 8 of that committee, which were read and laid on the 
table under the rule. 

Also, Report No. 4, which was read and adopted, as follows :— 


REPORT NO. 4 OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY. 


‘The Committee on Itinerancy, to whom was referred the Resolution of 
the Holston Conference respecting the improper expulsion of certain 
members of its body, having given due consideration to the subject, beg 
leave to submit for the adoption of this body, and for the government of 
the action of the Holston Conference, the following resolution : 

Resolved, That in all cases where ministers may have been suspended, 
or expelled from the Holston Conference, without due forms of trial, 
such action, on the part of the Conference, be declared null and void. 


: Leroy M. Len, Chairman. 
New Orleans, April 24, 1866. 


D. R. MeAnally, chairman of the Committee on Books, ete., submitted 
Report No. 5 of that committee, which was read and adopted, as follows :— 

The Committee on Books and Periodicals offer Report No. 5. 

Certain papers having been referred to the committee in regard toa 
legacy, or legacies, left to the Church for the benefit of the Book Concern 
and Missionary Society, by Cornelius Van Houten and Susanvah Van 
Houten, late of Holmes county, Mississippi, after a consideration of the 
same, the committee recommend the appointment of B. T. Owen, Esq., as 
Agent,of this Conference and of the Church, to make a final settlement 
with the executors of said estates; and further recommend that the 
amount of money accruing to the Missionary Society from this source be 
paid over to the Board of Foreign Missions to aid in the liquidation 
of its debts; and, further, that the Book Agent and the Treasurer of the 
Missionary Society be authorized to advise with the Agent, Mr. B. T. 
Owen, in regard to any sales of land or of other property, and be author- 
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ized to execute, in the name and in behalf of the Church, whatever deeds, 


receipts, or other papers may be necessary for the final settlement of said 


estates. Respectfully, 


D. R. McAnatty, Chainer: 
New Orleans, La., April 23, 1866. 


J. E. Evans, chairman of the Committee on the Religious Interests of 


Colored People, submitted Report No. 8 of that committee, which was 
read, and, in connectivn with it, communications from the Bishops and a 
Delegation of the African M. E. Church, praying for the transfer of 
certain Church property to that Connection, 

The Report was then acted on, i 
and the preamble were amended, and the Report, as a whole, was adopted, 
as follows :— 





REPORT NO. 8 OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE RELIGIOUS INTERESTS OF 
THE COLORED PEOPLE. 


Your committee have had under consideration the communications refer- 
red to us from the Bishops of the Airican M. EH. Church, and also the ad- 
dress of the Delegates of that Church to this General Conference. These 
papers present the friendly greetings and Christian regards of that Church 
to the M. E. Caurch, South; and also.make the request that the General 
Conference shall give such direction in regard to the houses of worship 
occupied by colored congregations, who have left or may leave the M. 
E. Church, South, and joi that Church, as shall secure the property to 
said Church. 

Your commitiee have also had under consideration the memorials 
touching the pruperty questiou, from the cvlored people of Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, and Lexington, Kentucky. 

Your committee regard it due alike to the A M. E. Church, and to the 
General Conference, that the communications of the Bishops and Dele- 
gates of that Church to this Conference should be read before the Con- 
ference, and they are herewith returned for that purpose. 

Having provided for the fuli development of a Church organization, 
for the colored people, up to a General Conference, in connection with 
the M. H. Church, South, and being desirous to do all that we can to 
promote their salvation; with an eye single to the glory of God and the 
best inter.sts of that people, your committee recommend the adoption of 
the following resolutions : 

Resolved by the Generat Conference in Conference assembled, That we 
reciprocate the Christian sentiments of the Bishops and Delegates of the 
African M. EK. Church, and that we greet the Ministers of tnat Church 


as brethrea in the work of giving the pure gospel of Christ to the colored 
5 ‘ 
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people of these lands; and we do hereby pledge the Church we represent 
to a codperation on high Christian principles in this holy cause. 

Resolved, 2. That this Conference reciprocates the kind regards of the » 
Bishops and Delegates of the African M. H. Church, but does not see its 
way clear to grant their request in regard to the transfer of the Church 
property, held for the use of colored congregations. 

Resolved, 8. That the memorials from the colored people of Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, and Lexington, Kentucky, be, and they are hereby, refovced 
to the Quarterly Conferences having jurisdiction in the case, with the 
request that they give them special convide mien’ 

Resolved, 4. That our members and friends be advised to encourage 
the circulation of the Holy Scriptures among the colored people. 

Respectfully submitted. J. HK. Evans, Chairman. 

New Orleans, April 24, 1866. 

The order of the day, being the Report No. 4 of the Committee on 
Books and Periodicals, was then called up. 

The Report was read, and also the Minority Report: 

The Report of the Majority was then acted on, item by item, and, on 
motion, the words, “ the City of Nashville, Tennessee,” were stricken out. 

A paper of R. Abbey, exhibiting a plan for publishing books, etc., was 
read. 

On motion, A. L, P. Green was allowed to continue his speech, without 
regard to the fifteen minutes’ rule. 

Pending the discussion, Conference adjourned with the benediction by 
the Bishop. Os | 
Wednesday Morning, April 25, 1866. 

Conference ‘met at the stated hour, Bishop Paine in the chair. Reli- 
gious services were conducted by J. R. Pickett. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Andrew took the chair. 

Thomas O. Summers, chairman of the Committee on the Centenary of 
American Methodism, submitted a Report, which was read and adopted, 
as follows: — 

REPORT CF THE COMMITTEE ON THE CENTENARY OF AMERICAN 
METHODISM. 


The committee appointed to consider the resolution of the Louisville 
Conference in relation to the Centenary of American Methodism, report 
that various dates are assigned for the origin of Methodism in America. 
According to some authorities, there were societies of Methodists organ- 
ized in this country in 1760. The Discipline states that in 1766 Philip 
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Embury and Rubert Strawbridge, local preachers from Ireland, began 
to preach and form societies in New York and Maryland. In 1769 Messrs. 
Boardman aud Pilmoor were sent over by Mr. Wesley as the first regular 
Methodist preachers on this continent.. 

In the Pastoral Address of the British Conference in 1820, written by 
Richard Watson, speaking of the spread of Methodism in this country, it 
is said, ‘ Such has Been the glorious result of littie more than half a 
century, and of that “feeble commencement of the work which took place 
in 1766.” As John Emory was in attendance at that Conference, as the 
representative of American Methodism, it is likely that that date was 
derived. from him. But in the Pastoral Address of 1824, Mr. Watson 
says, ‘This vast work has arisen from God’s blessing on the labors of 
two preachers sent out by our venerable founder from this eountry in the 
year 1769, and may well lead us to exclaim, ‘ What hath God wrought!’ ”’ 
This would seem to indicate that the British brethren dated the origin of 
American Methodism from 1769—accordingly some think that 1869 would 
be the proper centenary year. 

The General Centenary of Methodism was not dated from 1729, when 
Oxford Methodism began, nor 1737, when, in the language of the Wes- 
leys, God thrust them out to raise a holy people; but in 1739, when the 
forming elements, crystalized into the United Society. 

There is one date, however, which is undisputed, and it marks the 
. great historic event, which gave organic form and permauency to Method- 
ism in this country, to-wit, the combination of the Wesleyan Suciety ele- 
ments into a regular ecclesiastical body, recognized as the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in America, of which the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, is a living representative. 

As the circumstances of our Church and country do not favor any 
demonstrations of such a nature as usually characterize centennial cele- 
brations, and as no definite date can be assigned for the origin of Method- 
ism in America in-its inchoate character as a Wesleyan Society, like that 
of 1784, which marks its organization as a duly constituted Episcopal 
Church, the committee do not recommend that any formal centennial cele- 
bration take place until 1884; nevertheless, as Methodism, in its rudi- 
mentary character, began its operations during the decade which ended 
in 1769, and as this is, probably, the only General Cunference of the 
Methodist Hpiscopal Church, South, which will be held during the present 
decade, the committee recommend the Conference to adopt ae foilowing 
resolutions : 

Resolved, That this Conference, representing the ministers and mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, recognize with profound 
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gratitude to Almighty God the amazing success which has attended the 
progress of Methodism in America, originating in movements so small, 
informal, and unpromising, about a hundred years ago. 


Resolved, That this Conference pledges the Church that it will, by 
God’s help, reproduce on a larger scale, with more promising appliances, 
the zeal, energy, and success, of former times, so that when the centennial 
celebration of our proper ecclesiastical organization shall be held in 1884, 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, may exclaim with greater empha- 
sis than ever, ‘‘ What hath God wrought!” 

Respectfully submitted. 


THomas-O. Summers, Chairman. 
New Orleans, April 25, 1866. 


BH. H. Myers, chairman of the Committee on Charges of Economy, 
obtained leave to transfer a paper on Church Statistics, and another on 
Quarterly Conferences, to the Committee on Revisal. 

He also submitted Report No.7 of the Committee on Changes of Hco- 
nomy, which was read and adopted, as follows :— 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHANGES OF ECONOMY, NO. Mis 


( 


The Committee on Changes of Economy beg leave to make their final 
R -port. 

The only papers referred to the committee not acted upon in some 
one of its reports or returned to the Conference are the following : 

Ist. A Constitution for the Church, offered to the consideration of 
the General Conference, by Rev. G. W. Chatfield. The committee con- 
sider that this body cannot go into the elaborate subject presented in this 
paper, and that it is not necessary to do so, as only a few changes in the 
present Constitution are all that is needed. We therefore respectfully 
return the paper. a 

2d. A Memorial from the South Carolina Conference, covering one 
from the official members of the several churches in the city of Charles- 
ton, has been before us. The prayer of the memorialists is, that the 
power of the Bishop be enlarged in respect to making appointments in, 
Charleston, so that preachers may remain there in any one church longer 
than two years, as in the city of New Orleans. The South Carolina 
Conference united in the petition. 

Your committee recommend that if their previous report respecting 
the extension of the pastoral term be not accepted, that at least the 
General Conference will consider the arguments of the memorial and 
grant the prayer of the memorialists. 
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This completes the business assigned to this committee; and we 
therefore make this as our final Report, and beg to be discharged. 


Respectfully submitted. ~ 
K. H. Myers, Chairman. 


H. N. McTyeire, chairman of the Special Committee on Lay-Repre- 
sentation, submitted the Report of that committee, which was read. 

J.C. Keener and N. H. D. Wilsun submitted substitutes for the Report 
which were read. 

The Report and substitutes were laid on the table under the rule. 

Resolutions of A. Monroe, in regard to the bringing forward of busi- 
ness and fixing a day for adjournment, were read and laid on the table. . 

A motion to recommit Report No. 3 of the Committee on Boundaries 
was lost. 

The subject under discussion at the adjournment on yesterday, being 
Report No. 4 of the Committee on Books, ete., was taken up. 

Bishep Pierce took the chair. 

On motion of A. H. Mitchell; the vote was taken on the first item cf 
the Report, which was adopted by a vote of 73 to 48. The other items 
were adopted—a motion to strike out the clause referring to the Sunday- 
school Visitor, being lost. Nashville, Louisville, Baltimore, and St. Louis, 
were severally nominated to fill the blanks in reference to locality. Nash- 
ville was chosen by a vote of 73 ; and the Report, asa whole, was adopted, 
as follows :— : . 

The Committee on Books and Periodicals offer Report No. 4, and re- 
commend that Section (VIII) eight, Part 2d, of the Discipline, pp. 292 
to 305 inclusive, be stricken out, and the following inserted : 


I. Publishing House.—(1.) There shall be a Book Establishment at the 
city of Nashville, Tennessee, for the purpose of manufacturing and pub- 
lishing books, to be called ‘‘The Publishing House of the Methodist 
Episcopal ‘Church, South,” and to be under the control of the General 
Book Agent, and a committee, to be called the Book Committee, all of 
whom shall be elected by the General Conference. (2.) The object of 
this institution shall be to advance the cause of Christianity by dissemi- 
nating religious knowledge and useful literary and scientific informaticn, 
in the form of Books, Tracts, and Periodicals. 

IL. Duties of the General Book Agent.—The General Book Agent 
shall have charge of the-funds, stock, fixtures, and real estate, and all 
other property of the Publishing House, and of the Depositories and 
Periodicals belonging to the General Conference ; and he shall be responsi- 
ble to said Conference for the prudent use and safe management of the 
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same, under the general direction of the Conference. He shall make a 
yearly exhibit to the several Annual Conferences, and give a full account 
of the state and progress of the business to the General Conference. He 
shall publish only such books and tracts as are approved by the Book 
Hditor, ard in case of difference between the Book Editor and the Book 
Agent, the matter shall be referred to the Book Committee. He shall 
supply, as far as practicable, the demand of the Church for books, tracts, 
and periodicals, availing himself of all the facilities of other establish- 
ments for their publication, at the cheapest rates; and in all investments 
for the manufacturing of books, he is required to govern himself strictly 
by the principles of economy. He shall sell the books for cash, or short: 
credit, but in no case shall he grant credits where, in his judgment, it will 
endanger the interests of the Publishing House. He shall make no 
investments in grounds, houses, or permanent fixtures, without the author- 
ity of the Book Committee. 

IIL. The Book Committee.—There shall be a Book Committee of nine, 

five of whom shall be resident at Nashville, Tenressee. They shall, 
whenever consulted, give advice to the General Book Agent in all matters 
connected with the Publishing House. They shall fix the salaries of the 
Agent and Editor at Nashville, and during the intervals- of the General 
Conference, they and one or more of the Bishops shall have the power to 
fill vacancies in their own body, in the Agency, and in the Hditorial Corps 
at Nashville. ; 
IV. General Conference Periodicals and Editors—The General 
Book Agent shall be authorized to publish a weekly periodical or news- 
paper, to be called the ‘Christian Advocate,” and a child’s paper, to be 
called “The Sunday-school Visitor,” said Editor to be clected by the 
General Conference. It is provided that if the business of the Publish- 
ing House shall increase so as to require additional editorial labor, the 
Book Committee, with the General Book Agent and one of the Bishops, 
in the interval of the General Conference, shall have the authority to 
elect an additional Editor or Hditors, who shall come under the same rule 
as to salary with the General Book Agent and Book Editor. Itis further 
provided, that should the General Book Agent and Book Committee find 
it necessary and expedient to publish a monthly periodical, they may 
engage in such publication upon the recommendation of three or more 
Annual Conferences and the College of Bishops. 

V. But should any of the above named periodicals, except the Sunday- 
school Visitor, after a fair experiment, fail to meet expenses, the Book 
Agent shall be authorized to discontinue the publication of the same 

VI. Proceeds of the Publishing. House.—The proceeds of the Publish- 


f866. ] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 71 


ing House shall be appropriated to no other purpose than its own legiti- 
mate business. 

VIL. Weposittories—(1.) The Depository at New Orleaus shall be con- 
tinued under the superintendence of an Ageat to be appointed by the 
. General Book Agent. (2.) Any Confereace, or two or more Confer- 
ences unitedly, may establish an Agency or Depository for the sale of our 
publications, provided the business with the Publishing House be con- 
ducted upon strictly business principles. And the General Book Agent 
is authorized to suspend operations with any Agency or Depository that 
does not meet its payments promptly. 

VIIL. Conference Relations of Agents and Editors. —Each of the 
officers elected by the General Conference, who are traveling preachers, 
shall be.a member of such Annual Conference as he may select, with the 
approbation of the Bishops. 

IX. Other Church Papers.—The Editors for such papers as have been 
or may yet be established by Annual Conferences as their organs, shall 
be elected by the General Conference, whenever such is the desire of 
those Representing such papers. 

Respectfully, 


D. R. McAwatty, Chairman. 
New Orleans, April 19, 1866. 


On motion of A. Monroe, Conference agreed, when it adjourns, it 
adjourn to meet this evening at 6 o’clock, to elect a Book Agent. 

Report No. 1 of. the Committee on Episcopacy was then taken up. 

Pending the discussion of this subject, W. A. Smith was allowed to 
Speak without regard to the fifteen miautes’ rule. 

KE. H. Myers offered the following substitute : 

1. That in the judgment of this General Conference, our entire field 
‘of labor ought to be divided into Episcopal Districts, each District com- 
prising—Annual Conferences, the number being determined by the num- 
ber of Presiding Elders’ Districts within their bounds, the extent of the 
territory embraced, and the facilities of travel. 

2.° That the number of B.shops ought to be increased, until there is an 
effective Bishop for each Episcopal District. 

3. That each Bishop ought to reside within the bounds of his District, 
or immediately adjavent thereto ; that he should be assigned to the District 
for four years, at the end of which time, in order to keep up our ‘“ Itin- 
erant General Superintendency,” he should be liable to removal to another 
District by the General Conference. He should also report to each Con- 
ference annually the state of the Church and his labors for the year in 
that Conference, which report should be entered in the journal. 
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Pending its discussion, the session was prolonged, and J. C. Keener 
‘was allowed to finish his speech without regard to the fifteen minutes’ 
rule. . 

The first item of the substitute was nee by a vote of 54 to 86. 

The first resolution of the Report was adopted. 

The number 6 in the second resolution was substituted by 4, by a vote 
of 84—138 having voted for 10; 12 for 7; 53 for 5. 

The Report as a whole was then adopted, as follows :-— 

The Committee on Episcopacy beg leave respectfully to present the 
following as their Report No. 1: 

Deeply impressed with the importance to the Church of more frequent 
and regular Episcopal visitations through all parts of our wide-spread 
Connection, and particularly in the time through which we are now pass- 
ing, the committee have sought earnestly to devise a scheme which might 
effectually secure this very desirable end. The task would have been 
comparatively easy, if the committee had been persuaded that in the 
present circumstances of the Church, the policy of so multiplying Bish- 
ops as to furnish one for every Conference, or even every State, would 
meet with general favor. Believing otherwise, however, their delibera- 
' tions have led them to propose no material modifications of the plan now 
laid down in the Book of Discipline. Nevertheless, they are so fully 
convinced that the presence and continued supervision of a Bishop in 
the Pacific and Columbia Conferences are indispensable to the well-being 
and steady development of the Church in that’ distant, but important 
and promising part of the Connection, that they earnestly recommend to 
the College of Bishops the selection and appointment of one of their 
number to that field of labor for the next four years. 

The following resolutions are recommended to the General Conference 
for their adoption : 

Resolved, 1. That the éontbuetlie be incorporated in the Book of? Disci- 
pline, to take the place of Item 11, under Question 3d, Section 5, page 68: 

“To travel during the year, as far as rents through the Pre- 
siding Elders’ Districts of each Annual Conference which may be in- 
eluded in his Episcopal District, in order to preach, and to oversee the 
spiritual and temporal affairs of the Church.” 

Resolved, 2. That the Episcopal College be strengthened by the elec- 
tion of four additional Bishops. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


W. M. WieutmMan, Chairman. 
New Orleans, April 13, 1866. 


The Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 
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Wednesday Afternoon, April 25, 1866. 

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Pierce in the chair. 
J. Hamilton led in prayer. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Albert H. Redford, Thos. W. Dorman, and Alex. L. P. es were 
severally put in nomination for Book Agent. ¢ 

On motion of B. Craven, Conference agreed to elect Bishops, Book 
Agent, Editor, and other General Covference officers, to- morrow at 10 
o’clock, after an hour spent in prayer. 

J. H. Evans, chairman of the Committee on the Religious Interests of 
the Colored People, submitted Report No. 4 of that committee, which 
was read and adopted, as follows :— 


The Committee on the Religious Interests of the Colored People sub- 
mit Report No. 4. 


We recommend the adoption of the following resolutions: 


Ist. Resolved, That in order to promote union and harmony among 
tbe colored people, our Bishops be, and they are hereby, authorized to 
confer with the Bishops of the African M. E. Church as to the propriety — 
of a union of that Church with the M. BH. Church, South, upon the basis 
of the plan adopted by this General Conference, for a separate organiza- 
tion for the colored people; and that they report the result to the next 
General Conference for their action. 

2d. Resolved, That wherever entire emkes and congregations shall 


have voluntarily left us, and united with the African M. HE. Church, the .* 


‘Trustees be, and they are hereby, advised to allow them the use of the 
houses of worship heretofore solely occupied by them, as before they left 
our Church. 

3d. Resolved, That the Secretary be, and he is hereby, instructed to 
furnish the delegates of the African M. EH. Church to this Conference 
with a certified copy of the entire action of the Conference in reference 
to the colored people; and also in reference to fraternal relations with 


that Church. . 
Respectfully submitted. 


J. K. Evans, Chairman. 


Report No. 1 of the Committee on Changes of Economy, relating to 
the change of the vame of the Church, was called up, and read; also 
the substitute of J. B. McFerrin and W. Mooney. 

The substitute was withdrawn, and J. B. McFerrin and C. F. Deems 
offered a substitute, proposing ¢ Eipikoonad sesh ae as the name of the 
Church. 


74 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF [ April, 


Pending the discussion of ‘this subject, Conference aDed wiih the 
bencdiction by the Bishop. 


Thursday Morning, April 26, 1866. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Pierce in the chair. The 
vengrable Lovick Pierce conducted the opening services. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

The Bishop announced the reception of a telegraphic rey stating 
that Dr. Boring, son of Jesse Boring, of this Confereace, was mortally 
wounded by a railroad accident. The sympathy of the Conference was 
expressed in the devotions which preceded the elections. Bishop Karly 
conducted the exercises; J. E. Evans, T. W. Dorman, and H. A. C. 
Walker leading in prayer. 

The Conference then proceeded to the election of four Bishops, by bal- 
lot. B. Craven and J. E. Edwards collected the ballots. 

On the first balloting 144 votes were cast, of which number W. M. 
Wightman received 75; E. M. Marvin, 73; J. B. McFerrin, 45; E. W. 
Sehon, 44; H.N. McTyeire, 43; D.S. odode 43; J. A. Dancen, 37; 
K. E. Wiley, 24; T. 0. Sunes 20; J. Boring, 16; C. F. Deems, 14; 
S. Register, 10; AS L. P. Green, 9; Fase: Ryan 8; B. Gene, os 
F. A. Morris, 7; 8. 8S. Roszel, 7; J. Hamilton, 7; J. ri Linn, 6; a 
Hunter, 5; D. R. McAnally, 5; L. D. Huston, 3; W. H. Anderson, 8; 
W. A. Smith, 2; O. P. Fitagerald, 2; R. Alexander, 2; L. M. Lee, 2; 
J. Anderson, 2; T. B. Sargent, H. H. Myers, W. Smith, A. Monroe, S. 
Watson, J. C. Granberry, J. M. P. Hickerson, J. M. Steele, ©. K. Mar- 
shall, 1 each. As 73 votes were necessary for election, William M. 
Wightman and Enoch M. Marvin were declared duly elected Bishops of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

. On the second balloting D. 8. Doggett received 57 votes; H. N. Me- 

Tyeire, 56; J. B. McFerrin, 44; J. 0. Keener, 44; E. W. Sehon, 38; 
J. A. Duncan, 23; E. H. Wiley, 6; C. F. Deems, 5; Thos. O. Summers; 
5; Jesse Boring, 4; F. A. Morris, R. Alexander, J. M. P. Hickerson, 
B. Craven, J. Hamilton, N. Head, A. L. P. Green; 1 each. As 145 
votes were cast, there was no election. 

On the third balloting D. S. Doggett received 80 votes; H. N. Me- 
Tyeire, 75; J. B. McFerrin, 43; J OC. Keener, 48; J. A. Duncan, 8; 
J.M. P. Hickerson, 2; E. E. Wiley, J. Hamilton, J. H. Lina, Oo. 7. 
Deems, N. Head, T.O Summers, 1 each. As 72 votes were necessary 
to election, David S. Doggett and Holland N. MeTyeire were declared 
duly elec! a Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

The Conference then proceeded to elect a Book Agent, by ballot: 134 


1866. ] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 75 


votes were cast, of which number A. H. Redford received 100; H. R. 
Veitch, 20; J. W. Whipple, 7; R.J. Harp, 4; J. B. McFerrin, H. H. 
Montgomery, and A. L. P. Green, 1 each. Whereupon, Albert H Red- 
ford was declared duly elected Book Agent of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. 

The Conference then proceeded to oct a General Editor, by a rising 
vote. Thos..O0 Summers was declared duly elected. 

The Book Committee was then elected, as follows: A. L. P. Green, J. 
B. McFerrin, W. R. Elliston, A. P. McFerrin, Thompson Anderson, E. 
H. Myers, A. R. Winfield, J. H. Linn, and S. Watson, were declared 
duly elected members of said committee. 

Report No. 1 of the Committee on Missions was then taken up, and 
the blank was filled by Nashville, and John B. McFerrin was elected 
Secretary of the Domestic Board of Missions. 

The Board was constituted by election, as follows: A. L. P. Green, D. 

-D., President; L. M. Lee, D.D., Ist Vice-President; B. Craven, D.D., 
2d Vice-President; Rev. A. P. McFerrin, Treasurer; Rev. John F. 
Hughes, W. H. Anderson, D.D., Rev. W. C. Jotnson, R. A. Young, D. 
’ D., 8. D. Baldwin, D.D., Rev. Tou Morrow, W. T. Goies W. pay Mor- 
koe M.D., and aS Morea, Managers. 

The Gantirenes proceeded to elect Editors of Conference Papers. - 
Isaac G. John was elected Editor of the Texas Christiaa Advocate; W. 
C. Johnson, of the Memphis and Arkansas Christian Advocate; D. R. 
McAnally, of the St. Louis Christian Advocate; J. E. Cobb, Arkansas 
Christian Advocate; E. H. Myers, Southern Christian Advocate; O. P. 
Fitzgerald, Christian Spectator, in San Francisco. 

Report No. 1 of the Committee on Changes of Economy was called up. 

E. H. Myers offered a substitute, proposing ‘“ Methodist Church” as 
the name of the Church. 5 

After considerable discussion, the Hae was ordered to be ‘ahem without 
. further debate. 

The Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Friday Morning, April 27, 1866. 

Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Early ,in the chair. Reli- | 
gious services were conducted by R. Alexander. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 

Bishop: Kavanaugh took the chair. 

L. M. Lee, chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, submitted 
Report No. 5 of that committee, recommending the restoration of the 

Rev. W. F. Parker, located in his absence by the Holston Conference, 
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which was read, amended by the substitution of “informal” for “illegal,” 
and after considerable discussion, was not adopted. 

A communication from Mrs. EH. J. Ellis, in behalf of the ladies of the 
Methodist Churches in New Orleans, inviting the Conference to an enter- 
tainment on Saturday at one o’clock, in the City Park, was received, read, 
and the invitation gratefully accepted by a rising vote. 

L. M. Lee, chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, submitted Report 
No. 6 of that committee, which was read and adopted, as follows :-— 

The Comwittee on Itinerancy, in examining the records of the Annual 
Conferences, find in several cases, in various Conferences, that the usage 
and law of the Church, limiting the term of pastoral service to the period 
of two years and of Presiding Elders for four years, was departed from 
by several of the Bishops; and believing that the departure was an exi- 
gence of necessity growing out of the state of the Church under the 
pressure and disabilities of the war—that for said departure no blame can 
really attach to the Bishops—respectfully recommend the General Confer- 
ence to adopt the following resolution, as covering all the facts of the 
kind, and legalizing all the acts of Episcopal administration in the pre- . 
mises: | 

Resolved, That in view of the disturbed state of the Church, and the 
great difficulties in the way of the removal and comfortable maintenance 
of our ministers, in many parts of the Church during the late war, the 
act of the Bishops in continuing ministers more than two years and Pre- 
siding Elders mé¥é than four years in an appointment, is recognized as a 
necessity, and approved as a prudential arrangement for the times. 

L. M. Ler, Chairman. 

The following resolution was then adopted :—— 

Resolved, That authority be given to the Virginia Annual Conference, 
in the interval of the General Conference, to divide itself, if, in the 
judgment of the said Conference, it shall be deemed proper or necessary _ 
to do so. L. M. Les, 

For the Virginia Conference Delegation. 

Thomas O. Summers, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, submitted 
. Report No. 7 of that committee, which was read and laid on the table under 
the rule. a 

The order of the day being suspended to allow of the presentation of 
Reports, W. A. Smith, chairman of the Committee on the Support of the 
Ministry, submitted Reports Nos. 1 and 2 of said committee, which were 
read and laid on the table under the rule. 

D. 8. Doggett, chairman of the Committee on Education, submitted 


i 
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a Report of that committee, which was read and laid on the table under 
the rule. 

The Report of the Committee on Sunday- schools was taken up, 
amended, and adopted, as follows :— 


REPORT ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

The Committee on Sunday-schools respectfully submit the following 
report : 
The Sunday- school cause has gradually grown up into a great and 
powerful institution; and, with its progressive development, has become 
more and more sdGmavens blended and interwoven with the vital interests 
of the Church. Starting, originally, with the design, mainly, of teach- 
ing the poor and as children of the land a knowledge of letters, 
the movement has, by silent gradations, expanded into a system of invalu- 
able agencies in the hands of the Church, and has so incorporated itself 
with the various schemes and methods for the. moral and religious cul- 
ture of the young, as to have become, almost, an integral part and parcel 


_of the visible embodiment of the Church itself. It is, at: —_ so closely 


allied to, and identified with the Church, as to have incuseuets Tha sense, 
inseparable from it; and, so far as we can now foresee, it is henceforth 
indispensable as an qidiiaions and agency to the growing efficiency spe 
manency, and prosperity of the Church of Jesus Christ in the world. 
Sabbath-schools, as to their objects and design, as indicated above, ive. 
passed through various modifications, until now, in the estimation of the 
Church generally, the preéminent object is, the conversion of the children 
to God. It is so to tutor them “in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord ;” so to predccupy the youthful mind and heart with the lessons of 
religious truth, and so to imbed the Word of God in their memories, by 
catechetical and oral instruction, as to furnish a reasonabie warrant that 
the seeds of grace thus early planted wili spring up in the morning and 
freshness of existence, and produce, in after years, an abundant harvest 
to the honor and. glory of God. Such, ia our estimation, are the prime 
objects contemplated -by the Sabbath-school cause. In this view of the 
subject, the material for the future membership of the Church, especially 
in the older and ‘more settled portions of the country, is now collected, 
and collecting, in our Sabbath-schools. The boundaries of the Suaday- 
school of any particular pastoral charge, pretty sharply define the limits 
of the congregation; so that, in looking over the Sabbath-schools under 
the patronage and tuition of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, we 
ean see, at a glance, who are to take the burdens, and bear the responsi- 
bilities of the Church, when we shall resign these sacred obligations and 
trusts to those who are now treading so closely on our heels, and who 
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shall so soon take our places in the various spheres: occupied by us in 
pushing the Church onward to its grand consummation in the world. 
Contemplated in this light, the Sunday-school cause assumes imposing 
and gigantic proportions. It is found to sustain an intimate relationship 
to the great system of agencies and instrumentalities put into operation 
by the great Head of the Church for the establishment of His kingdom 
upon the earth. The true policy of the Church lies in the sphere of its 
duty to the oncoming generation. Considered in the light of a nursery, 
the young and tender scions are taking root, springing up, and expanding 
in the Sunday-school, which are to be transplanted within the enclosure 
of the Church. What the scions are, in a qualified sense, the fruit- 
bearing trees will be. 

Since the subject of the relation of baptized children to the Church 
has been referred to a special committee, with instructions to report to 
this Conference, we deem it unadvisable to make any further allusion to 
that aspect of the question, other than to say that, in our opinion, all 
children, irrespective of baptism, sustain such a relation to the great 
Christian Commonwealth, as imposes upon the Church, having the over- 
sight of them, the solemn obligation of so providing for their religious 
instruction and moral training, as shall best serve to fit them for the most 
extensive usefulness in the Church. 

Your committee decline taking any action on the resolution referred to 
their consideration, asking for such a change in the constitution of ‘‘the 
Sunday-school Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,” a 
shall, in the language of the resolution, “identify the Sunday-schdol 
interest of the Church as one of the essential elements of the Church 
itself, rather than as a distinct and independent society of the Church.” 
The Sunday-schovl itself, we cheerfully concede, is nearly allied to the 
Church; is an adjunct and auxiliary of the Church; is an “essential 
element,” or, perhaps, more properly speaking, an important agency in 
building up the Church; is indispensable, in the present condition of 
things, as a part of the machinery of the Church, but cannot be regarded 
as an “essential element” of the Church itself; much less can we regard 
“the Sunday-school Society of the M. H. Church, South,”’ as an “ egsen- 
tial element of the Church itself’ As at present advised, we would 
rather prefer to see “the Sunday-school Society of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South,” under its present organization, totally abolished as 
an institution of the Church. In our judgment, it is practically ineffi- 
cient. It is too unwieldy. It stands out in huge, skeleton proportions, 
but is without sinews, and muscle, and life. It is an inert, inoperative, 
and cumbersome piece of machinery, with an imposing array of names 
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and officers.connected with it; but is wholly useless, or nearly so, as to 
any practical good which it is bis of Boorman, ‘What good has it 
done? What can it do? 

Your committee recommend, by such agency as the General Conference 
may appoint, the preparation of a suitable Ritual for the worship of our 
Sabbath-schools. An appropriate religious service with which to open 
and close the exercises of the Sunday-school would promote uniformity, 
which is very much to be desired, and, at the same time, exert a salutary 
moral and religious influence upon the scholars and others connected with 
the school. We sircerely hope it may be the pleasure of the General 
Conference to provide for the publication of such a Ritual, at the earliest 
practicable period, to be used by such schools as may choose to adopt it. 

The subject of providing a catechism “for the use of our Sunday- 
~ schools, and for the children of the Church, instructing them in the doc- 
trines and economy of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,” as 
brought to our consideration by a resolution referred. to the committee, 
has engaged our most earnest and patient attention and deliberation. 
After a full interchange of views upon the subject, the committee concur 
in the opinion that a series of catechisms, embracing the whole ground 
alluded to in the resolution, is urgently and imperatively demanded by 
the wants of the Church. We deeply deplore the palpable and humili- 
ating ignorance that prevails among Methodists in relation to the doe- 
trines, no less than in reference to the economy, polity, and government 
of our Church; and it occurs to your committee that there is no plan of 
correcting the evil alluded to, if such we may denominate it, that is at 
once so feasible, practicable, and available, as that of publishing a series 
of three or four catechisms, for the use of the children of the Church, 
covering ina compact and intelligible form the ground indicated by the 
resolution which we have had under consideration. The series should 
commence with a small catechism suited. to the comprehension of mere 
beginners, to be used for oral instruction, where the children are inca- 
pable of reading for themselves; and then advance in regular progres- 
sion, after the order of the various series of school-books in common use, 
rising from simple facts and truths apprehensible by the infantile mind, 
to a more enlarged and comprehensive statement of the leading incidents 
in Bible history; and so on, by a well-adapted gradation, to a statement 
of the great fundamental doctrines of the Scriptures, giving especial 
prominence to all that ig distinctive of Wesleyan theology, with a mar- 
ginal reference to or a quotation in full of one or more direct proof-texts 
in confirmation and support of the doctrine. The last of the series 
should comprehend, in compact form, a statement of the leading features 
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(without entering too much into minute detail) of our Church govern- 
ment, usages, and economy; so as, at least, to give the children of the 
Church an outline view of the theory and practical working of Method- 
istic Chureh polity and general economy. We should not shrink from 
the sectarian aspects of this subject. The time has fully come when this 
whole question should be fairly met. The issue is made up for us, in 
relation to this matter, by the oral and catech-tical instruction of other 
denominations. We sball but occupy a common ground with other 
Churches on this subject, by introducing into our families and Sunday- 
schools such a series of catechisms as shall indoctrinate the children 
under our religious tuition in Wesleyan theology, as set forth by our 
standards, and instruct them in relation to the peculiar and distinctive 
features of our Church government, usages, and economy. 

The committee are unanimous in the opinion that the ‘‘ Sunday-sch.ol 
Visitor,” or some other similar paper, taking its place, published under 
the sanction of the General Conference, should immediately be issued 
for the use of our Sunday-schools throughout the whole domain of South- 
ern Methodism. It is believed that such a patronage may be secured for 
a well-conducted Sunday-school paper, as will enable the publishing 
agency of the Church to issue it semi-monthly, and at a price fairly 
competing with other similar publications in this country. Ia any event, 
the paper is needed, and will exclude from our Sunday-schools other 
periodicals not bearing our imprint; and, at the same time, will suppiy a 
a medium of saying a thousand things to the children of the Church 
which cannot so well be said in any other way, nor be so extensively 
spread before the youth of the Church as through the columns of an 
attractive and instructive weekly or semi-monthly paper. 

The committee would call the attention of the General Conference to 
our catalogue of Sunday-school books, with the hope that such publica- 
tions as have proved unsaleable may be stricken from the catalogue, and 
that for the present, only such books shall be republished as are known 
from past experience to be in demand. Suitable premiums should be 
offered fur books or catechisms on given subjects, and the merits of a 
work in manuscript should be settled by a competent committee, before 
the premium is awarded, or the manuscript accepted for publication. A 
stimulus should be thus applied to bring out the writing ability of our 
Church. We need fresh, earnest books, written by our own people— 
something that will interest and instruct the youthful reader. 

The resolution turaed over to the committee, with instructions to 
“report a plan”’ by which Sabbath-school children shall be taught sacred 
music, with a view to their participation in the public singing of the con- 
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gregation, imposes a duty that we do not’ feel prepared to perform. The 
committee heartily concur in the end proposed, but think it better simply 
to recommend that such instruction should be given, leaving it to the 
officers of each school to adopt such measures for the instruction of the 
children in singing as, in their judgment, shall be deemed most advisable. 

We carnot conclude our Report: without, at least, an incidental refer- 
ence to one other aspect of the subject which has engaged our attention, 
and which has awakened a painful solicitude in our minds. We refer 
to the fact, that it is seriously apprehended, from a pretty broad survey of 
this subject, that the fathers and mothers in the Church have felt them- 
selves measurably released from the obligations and duty of attending, 
personally, to the religious training of their children by turning them 
over to the Sabbath-school. Parents owe to their children a duty, on this 
score, that can never be transferred to others; and we call the attention of 
the General Conference to this subject with the hope that some measures 
may be devised, either through a pastoral address, or by some other method, 
by which parents may have their consciences fully aroused to a sense of 
their personal obligations to attend to the religious instruction of their 
children ; and by which, also, a more hearty codperation may be secured 
on the part of the older members of the Church, in sustaining Sunday- 
schools in the various localities and pastoral charges now and henceforth 
to be under the patronage and supervision of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. 

All the memorials, resolutions, and other papers which it has been the 
pleasure of the Conference to refer to the Standing Committee on Sunday- 
schools, have received a patient and respectful attention. Some subjects 

have not been formally alluded to in this Report, for the reason that they 
‘were known to be in the hands of other committees. 

We heartily and sincerely wish that the General Conference, in its 
deliberative and representative character, were in circumstances to devote 
that portion of time, and that measure of consideration, to the Sabbath- 
school interests of the Church, which the obvious and acknowledged im- 
portance of the subject demands.’ Without any apology for the length of 
our Report, and deeply regretting that it is so meager and defective, 
and that it falls so far short of our own conceptions of the magnitude of 
the cause and its vital connection with the highest interests of the Church, 
both present and prospective, we conclude by submitting the following 
resolutions for the adoptioa of the General Conference, viz :— 

1. Resolved by the Delegates of the Annual Conferences of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, in General Conference assembled, That the 
association known as “The Sunday-school Society of the Methodist Epis- 
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copal Church, South,” be, and the same is hereby, abolished ; and that the 
Book Editor be directed to strike from the Discipline all that in any 
way relates to this society; and that the Annual Conferences, by such 
agencies as they may severally adopt, shall collect and forward funds to 
the Book Agent, to be employed by him as a special fund, and for no other 
purpose, in enriching, illustrating, cheapening, and rendering attractive 
our Sunday-school publications. 

2. That we approve of the use of a suitable and appropriate Liturgical 
Service in the opening and closing religious exercises of our Sunday- 
schools, and hereby appoint Bishop Andrew, W. M. Wightman, and T. O. 
Summers, to prepare a Ritual, containing such a service, which, after 
receiving the approval of our Bishops, shall be published, and recom- 
mended for the use of our Sunday-schools generally, without being made 
positively obligatory upon any. 

3. That the General Conference sanctions the publication of a regular 
progressive series of catechisms, graduated to the several stages of the 
learners, from comparative infancy up to the highest classes in our Sabbath- 
schools, setting forth, in compact form, the facts, history, and doctrines of 
the Scriptures ; and, in the more advanced numbers of the series, giving 
especial prominence to the distinctive doctrines of Wesleyan theology, ac- 
cording to our best and most authoritative standards, sustained by direct, 
scriptural proofs, the series closing with a separate number, defining and 
explaining the leading features of the government, usages, and economy 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South ; and the Conference hereby 
appoints Thomas O. Summers a committee to prepare such a series of cate- 
chisms, at the earliest practicable period, authorizing the aforesaid com- 
mittee to offer a premium of such a sum as may be agreed upon, to be paid 
out of the sales of Sunday-school books, for the best series, or any one of 
the series, so as to secure the highest standard of attainable excellence in 
the series; which catechisms, thus prepared, after receiving the sanction 
and approval of our Bishops, shall be published and recommended to the 
“areful study of our Sunday-school scholars, and the anise of the 
Church generally. 

4, That “The Sunday-school Visitor” be forthwith resuscitated ; and 
that all our preachers, and the superintendents of Sabbath-schools be, and 
they are hereby, instructed to use diligent efforts to introduce it at once 
into all our Sunday-schools. 

5. That the children in our Sunday-schools shall be taught sacred 
misic as a part of their regular instruction, with a view to their participat- 
ing in the singing of the congregation in public worship; and that the 
Book Editor be required, by competent authority, to prepare a music 
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book for this purpose; and that the General Conference hereby imposes 
it, as a duty, upon the officers of our Sunday-schools, in every place, to 
adopt such measures as in their judgment may seem best, to provide for 
this department of instruction. — 

6. That the Book Hditor be required carefully to examine our whole 
catalogue of Sunday-school books, with a view to the suppression of all 
unsaleable works, and all such as are ill-adapted to Sunday-school library 
purposes; and that he be further required, by the employment of his best 
skill, to make such additions, from time to time, and such only, as shall 
promise to enhance the real value and increase the attractiveness of our 
Sunday-school libraries; and that he be authorized, to the largest extent 
warranted by the means at his command, to engage the very best artistic 
skill in the illustration and embellishment of our Sunday-school publica- 
tions, so as to make them attractive and fascinating to youthful readers. 

7. That the General Conference, in the most solemn manner, hereby 
urges upon the fathers and mothers in the Church the duty of personal 
attention to the religious instruction of their own children, and to a hearty 
cooperation with the Sunday-schools of the Church, with the design of 
raising up the children of Methodist parentage, and the children com- 
mitted to our Sabbath-school instruction, in the knowledge and fear of 
God, and with a view to their early conversion and reception into full 
pcan in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

J. E. Hpwarps, Chairman. 


A motion of 8. Register, chairman of the Committee on Infant Church 
Membership, to have leave to withdraw the Report of that committee, 
was laid on the table. . 

, The subject on which the Conference adjourned on yesterday was taken 
up, and the substitute of J. B. McFerrin and C. ¥. Deems being with- 
drawn, the motion to change the name of the Church was adopted. 

The session was prolonged to finish this question. The second resolu- 
tion of the Committee on Changes of Economy was taken up, and a sub- 

stitute of J. B. McFerrin and C. F. Deems was then offered and adopted 
by a vote of 109 to 22. 

Various names were then proposed to fill the blank, and were voted 
for in succession :—For ‘The Methodist Church ” 45 votes were given; 
‘Methodist Episcopal Church in America,” 11; “Southern Methodist 
Episcopal Church,” 2; “Southern Methodist Church,” 1; ‘Wesleyan 
Episcopal Church,” 1; “United Methodist Church,” none; “Epis- 
copal Methodist Church,” 52; “Methodist Hpiscopal Church,” 4 ; 
“‘ Methodist Church, South,” 9. As no name obtained a three-fourths 
vote, the vote was then taken again on the three highest, and “ Method- 
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ist Episcopal Church in America’? received 15 votes; ‘“ Methodist 
Church ” 59; “Episcopal Methodist Church” 52. Asno name obtained 
the requisite number, the vote was taken again on the two highest, 
whereupon “ Episcopal Methodist Church” obtained 59, and “The Me- 
thodist Church” 71. There being not yet the requisite majority, on 
motion of J. B. McFerrin, the vote was taken on “The Methodist Church,” 
and stood 111 to 21. Pending the further discussion of the substitute, 
Conference adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Friday Evening, April 27, 1866. 

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Kavanaugh in the 
chair. Religious services were conducted by T. L. Boswell. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Harly took the chair. 

The preamble to the substitute, which was before the Conference ai 
adjournment, was then taken up, amended, and adopted. 

After considerable discussion of a motion to adopt the Report, as a 
whole, on motion of W. W. Bennett, the Report was reconsidered, so far 
as the name was concerned. 

W. W. Bennett proposed the name “ Episcopal Methodist Church,” 
and L. M. Lee the name ‘‘ Methodist Episcopal Church.” The latter 
motion was lost, and the name ‘“ Episcopal Methodist Church” was 
adopted. 

On motion, the Hanon as a whole, was adopted by ayes and noes, 
as follows :— 

Ayes—Register, Martin, Veitch, Baweel: Eggleston, Doggett, W. A. 
Smith, Bennett, Edwards, ‘Cpvalemn, Deems, Burkhead, Moran, H. A. 
C. Walker, Boyd, Stacy, Fleming, Kelly, Evans, Myers, Mann, Key, 
Crumley, Potter, Branham, Parks, J. B. Smith, J. Anderson, S. P. Rich- 
ardson, Mills, Woodberry, H. N. McTyeire, Cottrell, Hamilton, Neely, 
Mitchell, Hargrove, Dorman, Harp, Linfield, J. G. Jones, Montgomery, 
Maclennan, C. K. Marshall, H. F. Johnson, Bynum, McFerrin, Green, 
Young, Riggs, West, J. F. Hughes, Mooney, Burr, Wiley, Cunnyng- 
ham, J. 8. Kennedy, Linn, Schon, Hiner, Rand, Peery, Pinckard, Rush, 
Hunter, Harrell, Carr, W. H. Hughes, Tullis, Dennis, Binckley, Me- 
Kenzie, Alexander, Lambdin, Stamford, Davidson, John, Whipple, Seat, 
Gober, Fitzgerald—86. 

Noes—L. M. Lee, Peterson, Rosser, Hargiss, W. Kennedy, Craven; 
Bobbitt, N. H. D. Wilson, W. Smith, 8. H. Browne, Betts, Anthony, El- 
lison, McCarty, Ross, Andrews, Summers, Keener, Parker, J. B. Walker, 
Watkins, B. Jones, Harrington, Mullins, Hanner, S. D. Baldwin, E. 
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Johnson, Huston, McAnally, Morris, Winton, Monroe, Vandeventer, 
Spencer, H. T. Jones, Ratcliffe, Cobb, Winfield—38. : 

After the announcement of the vote, Conference adjourned with the 
benediction by the Bishop. 


Saturday Morning, April 28, 1866. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Harly in the chair. Reli- 
gious services were conducted by W. R. Branham. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Bishop Paine took the chair. . 

Report No. 1 of the Committee on Missions was called up. 

Baltimore, Richmond, and New Orleans, were severally nominated to 
fill the blank in Article 11 of the Constitution of the Foreign Board. 
It was filled with Baltimore, by’a vote of 104. 

The names of EH, W. Sehon and John Poisal were severally nominated 
as aston for the Foreign Board. 

onference proceeded to ballot for Secretary : 133 votes were cast, of 
which number EH. W. Sehon received 95 votes; John Poisal, 37; C. K. 
Marshall, 1. E. W. Sehon was accordingly pronounced | Secretary of the 
Foreign Bone of Missions. 

Report No. 1. of the Committee on Boundaries was taken up, and, on 
motion of J. Anderson, the second item was amended by adding, ‘‘ when 
the Georgia Conference shall have eientioas ”” The Report, thus amended, 
was adopted, as follows :— 

The Committee on Boundaries beg leave to offer Report No. 1. 

The committee have had under consideration the resolutions of the 
Georgia Conference, and recommend : 

1. That that Conference have permission to divide, at such time as it 
may deem best. 

2. That that portion of the territory. of the State of Gere now em-— 
braced in the Florida Conference, be receded to the Georgia Conference, 
when the Georgia Conference shall have divided. * 

The committee have. also had under consideration the memorial from 
the preachers of the Kansas Mission’ Conference, and recommend that 
their prayer be granted, viz: that that portion of the territory of said 
Conference lying South of the Kansas River, be added to the St. Louis 
Conference; and that the remainder of the territory of the first-named 
Conference be embraced in the limits of the Missouri Conference. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

; J. Hamirrton, ‘Chairman: 
April 10, 1868. 


>. 
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The following members recorded their votes on the adoption of the sub- 
stitute, concerning the name of the Church :— 

Ayes—N. Wilson, Head, Shipp, Lovick Pierce, Glenn, Atkins, N. H. 
Lee, Prottsman, Brooks, Veal. 

Noes—Blue, G. Jones, W. H. Anderson, Steel, Redford, Duncan, 
Wightman, J. M. McTeer, J. M. P. Hickerson. 

Report No. 2 of the Committee on Boundaries was called up, amended, 
and adopted, as follows :— 

The Committee on Boundaries beg leave to offer fine No. 2. 

Your committee have considered the memorial of the Pacific Confer- 
ence, asking a division of their territory, and recommend the Ceneral. 
Conference to take the following action, viz: 

That the territory embraced in the Oregon, Jacksonville, and Idaho 
Districts be cut off from the Pacific Conference, and erected into a sepa- 
rate Annual Conference. 

That this new Conference be known as the Columbia Conference. 
Upon the request of the Delegates of the East Texas Gonference; 
recommend that that Conference have permission to divide at such ae 

as it shall deem best. 

After due consideration of the condition and interests of all concerned, 
your committee recommend that the following line be established between 
the Texas and Rio Grande Conferences: It shall begin at the mouth of 
the Trespalacios, running up that stream until it intersects the county- 
line of Wharton county; thence to the south-west corner of said county; 
thence along the east line of Jackson, Lavacca, Gonzales, Caldwell, and 
Hays counties, till it intersect the line of the North-west Texas Confer- 
ence on the Perdenales. 

J. HAmitton, Chairman. 

Report No. 3 of the same committee was then called up. A motion of H- 
‘H. Montgomery to amend the first item by striking out the word “ not, 
was laid on the table, and the item was adopted. 

Pending action on the second item, Conference adjourned with the 
benediction by the Bishop, to attend the entertainment to which they 
had been invited by the ladies of New Orleans, 
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ORDINATION 
OF 
BISHOPS WIGHTMAN, MARVIN, DOGGETT, AND MWTYEIRE.. 


—_——-— 


The Ordination of WintiaM May Wicutman, Enocs Marner 
Marvin, Davin Szru Doccert, and Hortanp Nimmons MoT yzirz, as 
Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, took place in the 
Carondelet Street Church, New Orleans, on Sunday, April 29, 1866. 


The Ordination Sermon was preached by the venerable Lovick Pierce, 
on 2 Corinthians xi. 28. The Collect was read by Bishop Andrew, the 
Epistle by Bishop Paine, and the Gospel by Bishop Harly. 


W. M. Wightman was presented by Thomas O. Summers and H. A. C. 
Walker; HE. M. Marvin by A. Monroe and W. M. Rush; D. 8. Doggett 
by L. M. Lee and N. Head; and H. N. McT'yeire by J. OC. Keener and 
O.R. Blue. 


Bishop Andrew proceeded with the service—all the Bishops united in 
the laying on of hands. The two Elders presenting assisted in the case of 
the Bishops elect severally presented by them. The service following 
the presentation of the Bible was performed by Bishops Kavanaugh and 


Pierce. 
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Monday Morning, April 30, 1866. 

Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Andrew in the chair. Reli- 
gious services were conducted by J. H. Evans. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

B. Jones and 8. Anthony asked and obtained leave to change their 
votes from noes to ayes on the question of the name of the Church. 

C. C. Calloway, Reserve Delegate of the Mobile Conference, presented 
his voucher of election, and took his seat, vice W. M. Wightman, or- 
dained Bishop on yesterday. 

The following resolution was then adopted :— 

Resolved, That the entire-German work in Texas shall be connected 
with the Texas Conference, and the chairman of the Committee on Mis- 
sions is requested to address them in answer to their memorial. 

R. ALEXANDER, 
I. G. Jonn. 

Bishop Pierce took the chair. 

Reports Nos. 8, 4, and 5 of the Committee on Boundaries, were then 
taken up and adopted as follows :— 

The Committee on Boundaries beg leave to offer Report No. 3 :— 

The committee have had under consideration the resolution of the Mis- 
sissippi Conference, asking such a change of boundary as will give that 
Conference that part of the territory of the State of Mississippi now em- 
braced in the limits of the Mobile Conference, and recommend that the 
request of that Conference be not granted. 

They have also considered the request of the Delegates of the Arkansas 
Conference, that the Arkansas River be made the boundary line between 
the Wachita and Arkansas Conferences, and recommend that their request 
be not granted. 

The committee recommend to the General Conference the passage of 
the following resolution : 

fesolved, That as the geographical line defining the territorial limits of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the Methodist Hpiscopal Church, 
South, established by the General Conference of 1844, has been officially 
and practically repudiated, and disregarded by the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, therefore we are bound, neither legally nor morrally, by its; and 
that we feel ourselves at liberty to extend our ministrations and ecclesias- 
tical jurisdiction to all beyond that line, who may desire us so to do. 

J. Haminton, Chairman. 

New Orleans, April 14, 1866. 

The Committee on Boundaries beg leave to offer Report No. 4:— 

The committee have had before them the memorial of the German 
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ministers in Texas, setting forth their condition and wants ; and we learn 
from that, and from other sources, that while they have suffered in com- 
mon with the rest of the country, they have labored under some peculiar 
disadvantages and trials. Efforts have been made in certain quarters to 
induce them to leave the Church, but they continue loyal. They ask for 
aid in various forms, which your committee hope will be granted. 

We recommend to the General Conference the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, That this Gen cul Conference has heard with inelth satisfac- 
tion of the fidelity of our German brethren in Texas to the Church, in a 
time of temptation, and of the devotion and zeal of the ministry to their 
work, amid sacrifices and trouble, and we tender them our sympathy 
and promise them our fostering care, and all the material aid in our 
power. 

2. Your committee have also had before them the resolutions of the 
Delegates of the Kentucky, Louisville, and St. Louis Conferences, asking 
authority to annex territory in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, to their re- 
spective Conferences, and recommend the dalloming resolution for adop- 
tion : : 

Resolved, That such Churches or societies as are now or may hereafter 
be organized in sections of the country not now under our ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction, and which wish to be united with us in Church-fellow- 
ship, may be connected with the Conference most convenient to them ; 
and that the Bishops .be authorized and requested to form such Churches 
into separate Annual Conferences whenever in their judgment the inter- 
ests of the work demand such action. 

ae _ J. Hamitton, as 
April 16, 1866. 


The Committee on Boundaries beg leave to offer their Report No. 5:— 

The committee have had before them the resolution of the Texas Con- 
ference, asking the General Conference to divide its territory by the fol- 
lowing line, viz: commence at the south-east corner of Leon county on 
the Trinity River; thence west along the south line of Leon, Robinson, 
and Milam, to the eastern corner of Travis county; thence along the 
south line of Williamson county to its south-west corner; thence by a 
direct line to the mouth of the Perdenales; thence up that stream until it 
intersets the boundary line of the Rio Grande Conference. . 

Your committee recommend that their request be granted, and the 
new Conference be known as the North-west Texas Conference. 

2. Your committee have also carefully considered the conflicting claims 
of the Baltimore and Western Virginia Conferences, and recommend that 
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the original Western boundary line of the Baltimore Conference be les 
lished. 

3.’ Your committee have also patiently heard the representations touch- 
ing the boundaries of the Baltimore and Virginia Conferences, and re- 
commend that the original boundary line of the Baltimore Conference 
be reéstablished, except as to the northern neck of Virginia, which should 
belong to the Virginia Conference. 

The following resolution is recommended. for adoption by the General 
Conference: 

Resolved, That the Virginia and Baltimore Conferences have permis- 
sion to form two or more Annual Conferences out of their territory, 
between this: and the next General eee should they deem it 
necessary. ‘ 

ey of which is neopets submitted. 

J. Haminton, Chairman. 

April 21, 1866. 

A motion of H. H. Montgomery to adopt the Report of the Minority 
in regard to the boundaries of the Baltimore and Western Virginia Con- 
ferences, was discussed and lost. 

A resolution of J. Hamilton and E. H. Myers, and another of W. 
Harrington and W. H. Watkins, relating to boundaries, were read and 
laid on the table unde the rule. . 

The Reports on Boundaries were referred back to the committee, that 
the changes in boundaries may be reported as eee are to appear in the 
Discipline. 

On motion of W. P. Ratcliffe, the name of the Wachita Conference 
-was changed to Little Rock. 

Reports Nos. 2 and 3 of the Committee on Books, etc., were taken up 
and adopted, as follows :-— i 

The Committee on Books and Periodicals ask leave to offer Report No. 2. 

The Report of C. K. Marshall, Agent for the Church Evangelist, having 
‘been sent to this committee, and by them duly considered, they respect- 
fully report that while they regard the matter set forth in the Report of 
the Agent as one of interest and importance to the whole Church, yet, in 
view of the present embarrassed condition of the publishing interests of 
our Church, the committee deem it inexpedient for the Church to engage 
in such an enterprise at present. 

2. In regard to sundry papers sent to this committee referring to the 
action of a Convention of Preachers held in Louisville, Kentucky, in 
April, 1864, and to the action of certain Commissioners appointed by that 
Convention, we respectfully report: That in view of the fact that the 
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members of that Convention—representing eight Annual Conferences— 
together with the Commissioners appointed by them, were acting with the 
sole design to protect and preserve to its lawful owners the property of 
the Church ; and in view of the further fact that the Convention and its 
Commissioners did much toward the accomplishment of that very desira- 
ble end, the committee recommend that the General Conference ap- 
prove the action and objects of said Convention, and also direct the Agent 
of our publishing interests to pay the traveling expenses of the Commis- 
sioners, and also the fee of the lawyer employed by the said Commis- 
sioners. Respectfully, 
; D. R. McAnauty, Chairman. 

New Orieans, April 16, 1866. 

The Committee on Books and Periodicals ask leave to offer their Report 
No. 3: 

1. The communication of R. Smithson, asking for such action on the 
part of this Conference as may enable the Christian Union Church to 
avail themselves of the benefit of our Hymn Book, by the alteration of the 
imprint and preface, after carefully considering the whole subject, the 
committee recommend that the General Conference grant to the Agent of 
our publishing interests the privilege of issuing an edition of our Hymn 
Book bearing the imprint and introduction of the Christian Union Church, 
with the distinct understanding that the said Agent so contract with the 
Agents or Representatives of said Christian Union Church as that the 
rights of our Church shall be duly and properly regarded. 

2. In regard to the Book Agent, the committee, after a careful exami- 
nation of his Report made to this Conference, beg leave to say that said 
Report, as it embraces the transactions from 1858 to 1862, is complete and 
satisfactory ; while the Report on the transactions of the Publishing House 
from April, 1862, to April, 1866, owing, as the acting Agent, Rev. R. 
Abbey, says, to circumstances which he could not control, is unsatisfac- 
tory, and the committee recommend that the General Conference appoint 
the Book Committee to make a settlement with the Rev. Richard Abbey 
at the earliest period practicable. . 

D. R. MoAnaty, Chairman. 

New Orleans, April 17, 1866. 

W. A. Smith, chairman of the Committee on Support of the Ministry, 
submitted Report No. 8 of that committee, which was read and laid on 
the table under the rule.- 

Report No. 2 of the Committee on Changes of Economy was called up. 

After discussing the first. item, relating to the reception of members 
into the Church, a Special Committee of Five was appointed to report on 
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this subject. The Bishop announced the following as said committee : 
D. R. McAnally, A, Hunter, J. 8. Key, W. M. Rush, G. W. D. Harris. 

Pending the discussion of the item relating to Class-meetings, Confer- 
ence adjourned with the Wee by the Bishop, to meet this evening 
at 7 o’clock. 


Monday Evening, April 30, 1866. 


Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Pierce in the chair, 
Religious services were conducted by Whitefoord Smith. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

On motion of J. B. McFerrin, the Constitution of the Board of Domes- 
tic Missions was amended to allow four Vice-Presidents instead of two, 
and eleven Managers instead of nine. The two additional Vice-Presi- ' 
dents elected are Thomas O. Summers and A. H. Redford ; the two ad- 
ditional Managers, Mortimer Hamilton and George W. Smith. ‘ 

The Constitution of the Foreign Board was amended in like manner. 
That Board is constituted as follows :—President, Rev. Samuel Reg- 
ister; Vice-Presidents, A. L. P. Green, D.D., C. F. Deems, D.D., Revs. 
Nelson Head and S. Samuel Roszel; Secretary, H. W. Sehon, D.D., elected 
by the General Conference; Treasurer, Mr. Wm. B. Smithson; Man- 
agers, Rey. Norval Wilson, John Poisal, John S. Martin, Thos. B. Sar- 
gent, D.D., N. H. D. Wilson, W. G. HE. Cunnyngham, Thos. EH. Bond, 
M.D., Mr. Baha M. Buck, James B. Thomas, Samuel G. Miles, John T. 
Gish: 

The following aia were then offered i adopted by a rising 
vote :— 

Resolved, That the Bishops and the Delegates from the several Annual 
Conferences, present at the General Conference, do hereby tender the 
respectful expression of their thanks to the ladies of New Orleans, who, 
with such painstaking and success, contributed to their pleasure by the 
entertainment enjoyed by the Conference at the City Park on last Satur- 
day afternoon, an occasion high shall be held in perpetual and pleasant 
memory. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to transmit a copy of these 
resolutions to the ladies from whom the invitation was received. 

CHARLES F'. DrEMs, 
Cuartes K. MARSHALL. 


The subject on which the Conference adjourned this morning was taken 
up, being Report No. 2 of the Committee on Changes of Economy. Sec- 
tion 2 of the Report was amended and adopted. The Conference then 
adjourned with the benediction by. the Bishop. . 


1866.] THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 93 


Tuesday Morning, May 1, 1866. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Pierce in'the chair. Reli- 
gious services were conducted by G. W. D. Harris. 

The Minutes were read and approved. : 

On motion of A. H. Mitchell, it was resolved that no member shall be 
allowed to speak more than five minutes at atime without leave of the 
Conference. . 

L. M. Lee, chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy, submitted Report 
No. 7 of that committee, which was read and adopted, as follows :— 


_ REPORT NO. 7 OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY. 

The Committee on Itinerancy having had the Journals of the several 
Annual Conferences under their consideration ; and having, with much 
pains, and no small amount of time and labor, as the records extend over 
a period of eight years, carefully examined the same, both as to the modes 
of keeping the Journals, and as to the acts and doings of the Conferences 
respectively, beg leave to state that they find many defects and errors in 
the manner of keeping those records, which, in their judgment, ought to 
be corrected, for the sake of historical accuracy and correctness in these 
important records of the Hxecutive Administration of the Church, as well 
as for order and regularity in journalizing. In a general report of the 
Committee on Itinerancy, at the General Conference of 1858, which was 
approved and ordered to be printed, and copies furnished to the several 
Annual Conferences for the guidance of their Secretaries, an attempt was 
made to secure the desirable ends of fullness, accuracy, and uniformity, 
in these records. But, asif in utter disregard of the advice of the Gene- 
ral Conference, some of the records brought here are shamefully inaccu- 
rate, and censurably defective. The committee present facts on this subject 
that need to be corrected, if the requirement to keep a record of the Con- 
ferences is to be continued in the Church. 

I. DerecrivE Recorps.—Mississippt Conference: The Reports of 
Statistics exceedingly imperfect; and in several instances Reports are said 
to have been marked A, B, and OC, and filed, when they should have been 
entered on the Journal. Lowisville Conference: In two instances the 
presiding officer is not named. Resolutions offered, and Reports of Spe- 
cial Committees referred to, but no record of their character, or as to what 
was done with them. Wachita Conference: Pages of the Journal not 
numbered, and no margin left. Character passed, and person elected, | 
without-saying to what. Resolutions are passed, and filed, but not en- 
tered on the Journal. No reports made to the body are recorded. Mem- 
phis Conference: Notices of resolutions passed, but the resolutions not 
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entered on the Journals. Rio Grande Conference: Frequent omission 
to report the reading of the Journal. Report of committee read, and not 
disposed of in any way. At one session, two of the questions of the 
General Minutes called, and not answered in any way. At another ses- 
sion, four of these questions recorded, and no answers given. Journal 
generally defective. Missowrt Conference: Character examined without 
any statement of the suspension of the rule requiring the doors to be 
closed. No record of reports on any. subject; only the fact stated that 
reports were made. Arkansas Conference: Omission to state the sus- 
pension of the rule to sit with closed doors in the examination of charac- 
ter. Frequent omissions to read and approve the record. Imperfect 
records as to the election of Local Deacons and Elders. Failure to enter 
the name of the presiding officer. Western Virginia Conference: Con- 
ference statistics and appointments entered after the session closed, and 
the Journals were signed. Minutes sadly marred by numerous ‘erasures, 
interlineations, and expunging lines, and without the signature of the 
Presiding Bishop. Pacific Conference: Two members are reported as 
tried and expelled; but there is no record of charges, or specifications, or 
of the proceedings in either case. Kentucky Conference : Motions toinsert 
words in resolutions ; and neither words nor resolutions given. Records 
frequently defective and unsatisfactory. Tennessee Conference: Complaints 
against members, involving maladministration and moral character: dis- 
posed of in one case by preamble and resolution, others referred to com- 
mittees; reports presented, but no record of complaints, resolutions, or 
reports. Virginia Conference: Repeated failure to record that the Minutes 
were read and approved. Journal of 1859 does not state that the Con- 
ference fixed the place of its next session. Holston Conference: Records 
censurably defective and erroneous. 

II. Improper Conrerence Action.—Louisville Conference: Tt is 
stated in the records that a member was suffered to withdraw, with a letter 
from his Presiding Hlder; yet, by subsequent action, it appears that the 
moral character of the party was implicated at the time he received said 
letter of withdrawal ; also, that the Conference claimed the right of re- 
fusing to pass his character, and ordered his name to be stricken from the 
roll. Wachita Conference: W. B. B. was expelled, and the records 
contain no specifications, and no account of the trial. Memphis Confer- 
ence: An appeal of J. D. M., from a Quarterly Conference, is recorded, 
and the decision reversed ; but there is no statement of the case, as to the 

“charges and specifications, or the grounds of action in the case, in the 
Journals. Rio Grande Conference: Session of 1860—in the absence of 
a Bishop, an Elder was called to the chair, and not elected to occupy it as 
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President. Arkansas Conference: Session of 1863—two persons were 
transferred to a distant Conference by the vote of the Conference; at the 
session of 1865, a member was tried for imprudence, and there is no record 
of charge, specification, or evidence, on which the Conference acted. 
Pacific Conference: A member, J. G., was convicted of drunkenness and 
blasphemous language; yet he was acquitted, and his character passed. 
Mississippi Conference: A person (H. C. Buck) continued on trial, his 
case subsequently reconsidered, and admitted into full connection, with- 
out examination on the prescribed course of study, as required by the 
Discipline. _ Virginia Conference: A minister, local, G. N. W., allowed 
to withdraw from the Church after confession of crime. At the session of 
1864, it appears that the Bishop (arly) being sick, appointed Rev. W. 
A. Smith as President of the Conference; and that he presided during 
the session, and signed the Minutes at its close. But the committee can- 
not reconcile with his presidency the fact that, on page 198, Bishop 
Harly decided an action of the Conference to be a violation of law; nor 
the fact that Bishop Harly reported, through the President, Smith, that 
he, the Bishop, could not find an appointment for J. P. Brock; and that 
the Conference, by resolution, requested the Bishop to give Mr. Brock a 
nominal appointment. It does not seem clear, from the records, which of 
the two parties was President——whether either was, or whether each by 
turn, or whether both together made one. 

In view of allof these facts, and in order, if possible, to secure uniformity, 
accuracy, and completeness, in these important Church records, your 
committee recommend the adoption of the following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That the Secretaries of the several Annual Conferences 
be, and they hereby are, instructed to record in their Conference Jour- 
nals, respectively, all the acts of the Conference, of every kind whatever, 
in the consecutive order of their occurrence, cr in an appendix; espe- 
cially of all complaints, charges, and specifications, with the decisions in all 
such cases; and, also, of all resolutions, reports of committees, statistics, 
memoirs of deceased ministers, and the appointments of preachers, and 
whatever else enters into and constitutes a meni historical record of 
each annual session. 

2. Resolved, That the several Annual Conferences be, and they hereby 
are, instructed to require their Secretaries to conform their Journals to 
the plan indicated in the preceding resolution. 

3. Resolved, That the Bishops be, and they hereby are, instructed to 
supervisethe Conference Journals, to direct the Secretaries to the require- 
ments of the General Conference, as to the manner of keeping their Jour- 
nals; to supply the Secretaries with copies of their decisions on all ques- 
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tions of law submitted to them in an Annual Conference ; and to affix their 
signatures, in all cases, to the Minutes of the Conferences over which 
they preside. 

4. Resolved, That the General Book Editor be required to have this 
report printed, and copies of it sent to each of the Annual Conferences, 
at their next ensuing sessions. . 

. L. M. Ler, Chairman. 

May 1, 1866. 

D. R. McAnally, chairman of the Special Committee on the Reception 
of Members, submitted a Report of that committee, which was read, dis- 
cussed, and adopted, as a substitute for Section 1 of the Report of the 
Committee on Changes ‘of Economy. The Report, as a whole, was then. 
adopted, as follows :— 


REPORT NO. 2 OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHANGES OF ECONOMY. 


The Committee on Changes of Economy beg leave to offer their Report 
No. 2, embracing the subject of Reception of Members into the’ Church, 
with a Form therefor, and giving directions respecting the social Church 
' meetings, viz: Prayer-Meetings, Love-Feasts, Class-Meetings, and a regu- 
lar meeting proposed to be held monthly, when possible, and at least 
quarterly, in every congregation of Church-members. 

All these subjects have been referred to the committee, in sundry 
papers from Conferences and individuals, some asking generally for 
changes, others offering suggestions to shape the action of the Conference, 
and two papers deprecating ary change. 

After giving respectful attention to all these papers, the committee 
present a digest of their labors in a plan, which, beginning with the re- 
ception of members into the Church, sets before them their duties and 
privileges in that relation, and which, therefore, is so adjusted-as to its 
details, as toform, on the whole, a harmonious system. 

We may state, briefly, that it guards carefully against admitting im- 
proper members into the Church, while it does not exclude from the fold 
of Christ sincere and steadfast seekers of salvation ; it provides, also, for 
extending the care of the Church to those who are not ready to take on 
them the vows of Church-membership, but yet are penitents; it retains 
class-meetings without making attendance on them a condition of Church. 
membership; it gives more prominence to the prayer-meeting than ovr 
system has given it heretofore; and it provides for regular meetings of 
the members of the Church qaascenly or monthly, when possible, in every 
congregation, to which meetings a specific work is sassigned. It is believed 
that by these means discipline will be better maintained, and the mem- 
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bership of the Church awakened to a new life; and a new energy im- 
parted to them, adding greatly to the aggressive kee of the Church. 

The committee recommend the striking out of the Discipline of Ques- 
tion 1, Answer 1 and 2, Section iii., Chapter 4, (pp. 138, 139), and See- 
tion ii., Chapter 3, (pp. 109—114) Part I, and the insertion of the fol- 
lowing : 


Srction 1.—Of the Reception of Members into the Church. 


Question. How shall persons be received into the Church ? 

Answer 1. When persons offer themselves for Church-membership, let 
the preacher in charge inquire into their spiritual condition, and see that 
they are acquainted with the moral discipline of the Church, and receive 
them into the Church when they have given satisfactory assurances of 
their desire to flee from the wrath to come, and be saved from their 
sins; also of the genuineness of their faith, and of their willingness to 
keep the ruies of the Church. 

2. When satisfied on these points, let the preacher bring the candi- 
dates before the congregation, whenever practicable, and baptize them, 
if they have not been baptized; and if they have been, propound to shatn 
the questions, and receive the answers contained in the baptismal vow— 
excepting, of course, the third question and answer—as follows : 

Ques, Dost thou renounce the devil and all his works, the vain pomp 
and glory of the world, with all covetous desires of the same, and the 
carnal desires of the flesh, so that thou wilt not follow or be led by them ? 

Ans. I renounce them all. 

Ques. Dost thou believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth ? and in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord? and 
that he was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary ? 
that he suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried ? 
that he rose again the third day, that he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, and from thence shall 
come again, at the end of the world, to judge the quick and the dead ? 

And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost, the Church of God, the 
communion of saints, the remission of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and everlasting life after death ? 

Ans. All this I steadfastly believe. 

Ques. Wilt thou then obediently keep God’s holy will and command- 
ments, and walk in the same all the days of thy life? 

Ans. I will endeavor so to do, God being my helper. 

3. Persons may be received by certificate from other orthodox Churches 
without these formalities. 


7 
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Szcrion Il.—Of the Social Church Meetings. 

Question 1. What means shall be adopted to promote personal religion, 
Christian fellowship, salutary discipline, an interest in all the institutions 
of the Church and in their support ? 

Answer. Let every preacher in charge diligently and faithfully observe 
the following regulations respecting prayer-meetings, love-feasts, class- 
meetings, and regular Church-meetings. 

Ques. 2. What directions are given respecting PRayeR-Muntines ? 

Ans. 1. Let the preacher hold prayer-meetings, weekly, in every Church 
when it is practicable; and when he cannot himself attend, let him 
engage local preachers, exhorters, class-leaders, and others to hold them: 

2. Let such meetings be held also at all other places in such charge, 
where there may seem to be a probability of their doing good. 

3. It shall be the duty of the members to attend the regular prayer- 
meetings as frequently as possible. 

Ques. 8. What directions are given respecting Love-Frasts ? 

Ans. 1. Quarterly, or at such other times as the preacher in charge 
may consider expedient, love-feasts shall be held, with closed doors, to 
which, besides Church-members, serious persons may be admitted by him. 

2. In conducting the love-feast, after singing and prayer, the’preacher 
may make a short address, setting forth the nature and design of this 
institution ; every one present may then partake of a little bread and 
water in token of brotherly love ; the members may then give brief details 
of their religious experience; and the meeting shall close with singing 
and prayer. 

Ques. 4. What directions are given respecting CLAss-MEETINGS ? 

Ans. 1. Let the membership of every Church, wherever it is practicable, 
be divided into classes; and let the ma acta be earnestly advised to 
attend the class. 

2. Let the preacher in charge appoint one person.in each class to be the 
leader thereof. 

3. Let the leaders take personal cognizance of all the members of their 
respective classes, and, if possible, meet them weekly, to inquire of them 
how their souls prosper, giving them opportunity to speak, and advising, 
reproving, comforting, and exhorting, as occasion may require. Let the 
_ exercises begin and end with singing and prayer. 

4. Let the leaders meet the preacher and stewards once a week, when- 
ever practicable, to report the names of any who may be sick or needy, or 
of any who neglect their duty, or who walk disorderly and will not be 


reproved ; and to pay the stewards what they may have received in the 
classes during the preceding week. 
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5. Two or more classes may meet at the same time and place, at their 
own option, and their leaders may alternate in conducting the exercises. 

6: Let the preacher visit ever class once a quarter, if practicable, and 
report its condition to the Quarterly Conference ; and let him hold general 
class-meetings as often as he shall find it expedient. 

Ques. 5. What directions shall be given respecting the holding of 
REGULAR CuurcH-MEETINGS ? 

Ans. 1. All the members of the Church, and resident members of an 
Annual Conference, shall come together every month, or on circuits at 
least every three months, at every appointment, to hold a Church-meeting, 
over which one of the preachers on the charge shall preside. It may be 
held at any time most convenient for assembling the greatest number 
of members; but if on the Sabbath, it should not interfere with the 
morning public worship. 

2. A permanent Secretary shall be elected aawaaaly at the first meeting 
after the session of the Annual Conference. He shall keep a record of 
the proceedings, and shall keep in a book and return to the Quarterly 
Conference, of which he may be. ex officio a member, all the statistics 
which the Discipline requires to be reported to an Annual Conference. 

3. The roll of members shall be called at every meeting, unless other- 
wise ordered, and the meeting may strike off the names of any who, on 
account of removal or other cause, have been lost sight of for twelve 
months: Provided, however, that if such member appears and claims 
membership, he may be restored by a vote of the meeting. 

4. The following is suggested as the general 

Order of Business for Chureh-Meetings : 

I. Receive Reports— 

1st. From the preachers, of their labors since the last meeting. 

2d. From the class-leaders. 

3d. From the Sunday-schools. 

4th. From the steward or stewards of that Chateh: 

II. The preacher shall inquire— ° 

Ist. What is doing for the relief of the poor of the Church ? 

2d. Is the Church here doing its duty for the cause of missions and 
other Church enterprises, and for the collections ordered by the Annual 
Conference ? 

3d. Is the literature of the Church circulated and read ? 

Ath. Can the Church extend its work by establishing additional prayer- 
meetings, Sunday-schools, or in any other way? 

5th. Can any thing more be done to strengthen and build up the Church 
in the community, and to anne the cause of Christ ? 
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5. If the observance of this order of business is likely to protract the 
Church-meeting beyond a reasonable limit, the preacher may, from time 
to time, select the most important matters and bring them forward. 

6. Let the Church-meetings be opened and closed with religious ser- 
vices, and conducted in a devout and prayerful spirit. 

K. H. Myers, Chairman. 

On motion of W. A. Smith, the form of receiving members presented 
by P. P. Neely, was ordered to be printed in an Appendix to the Discipline, 
to be used at the option of the minister. 

Report No. 2 of the Committee, on Itinerancy was taken up and 
adopted, as follows :— 


. REPORT NO. 2 OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY. 


The Committee on Itinerancy, to whom was referred the memorial 
from the Louisiana Conference, requesting the General Conference to so 
amend the Discipline as to require that all votes in a Quarterly Con- 
ference to license Preachers, and to recommend Preachers for admission 
into the traveling connection, or to Deacons’ and Elders’ orders, shall 
be taken by ballot; having had the same under consideration, do 
recommend that the petition be granted, and that the Committee on 
Revisal be instructed to amend the Discipline accordingly. 

; Leroy M. Lexx, Chairman. 

Bishop Andrew took the chair. 

Report No 3 of the same committee, referring to the question, “Are 
there any complaints?” on page 55 of the Discipline, was taken up, 
discussed, and on motion of J. B. McFerrin, it was 

Kesolved,. That the Report of the committee be laid on the table, and 
that the Bishops be requested to give an official decision upon the inter- 
pretation of the question. 

H. F. Johnson asked and obtained leave of absence on account of 
family affliction. 

Bishop Paine took the chair. + 

Reports Nos. 1 and 2 on the Support of the Ministry were taken up, 
and Report No. 2, and so much of Report No. 1as refers to the Support of 
the Bishops, were withdrawn. 

Substitutes offered by A. L. P Green and W. A. Smith were not 
adopted. 

A substitute offered by J. B. McFerrin, was discussed, acted on, 
item by item, and adopted. 

Report No. 2 was then acted on, item by item, amended and adopted, 
as follows :— 
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The committee appointed to review the Section in the Discipline on 
the Support of the Ministry, having carefully considered the subject, 
reach the conclusion that every thing fixing a definite salary to be paid 
the preacher or other claimants on the funds of an Annual Conference, 
should bestricken from the Discipline, and that an entirely different system 
be adopted; one which shall allow the people whom we serve, and who 
are to raise the money for our support, to participate more directly in 
fixing the amount they are to pay. It is not the least among the reasons 
in favor of so great a change in our economical policy, that such an 
arrangement will more certainly insure the payment of the salary agreed 
on, whilst it is equally clear that no hazard will be incurred by any 
claimant as it relates to the amount to be paid. We, therefore, recom- 
mend that every thing in the sixth Section, Part 2, of our Discipline, be 
stricken out, and the following inserted, viz: 

I. All persons who, by the rules and usages of our Church, are 
claimants on the funds of the Church, shall (as far as practicable) have 
their claims estimated by the persons who are to pay them, or by an agent 
authorized to act for them. Hence: § | 

II. The salary and traveling expenses of preachers, or others appointed 
in their places on circuits, (always meaning by circuits, either circuits, 
stations, missions, or other work assigned a preacher by a Bishop,) shall 
be estimated by their respective Boards of Stewards. Provided, that as it 
is the ordinance of God that ‘they which preach the gospel should live 
of the gospel,” stewards shall feel themselves solemnly bound to afford 
a competent support to those who are appointed to labor among them. 

III. The salary and traveling expenses of presiding elders shall be 
estimated by the District Stewards’ Meeting. 

IV. Hach Annual Conference shall have a Joint Board of Finance, 
appointed by the President of the Conference, (unless otherwise ordered, ) 
at the close of its annual session, (to hold their office until the close of 
the next ensuing Annual, Conference session,) and shall consist of one 
_ clerical and one lay member of the Conference for each presiding elder’s 

district. They shall elect their own chairman and secretary, and the 
Board shall fill all vacancies that may occur in the body; Provided, they 
_ do so by keeping up an equal number of clerical and lay members. 

V. Itshall be the duty of the Joint Board— 

1. To receive all moneys collected as Conference collections or other- 
wise, and distribute the same to the superannuated preachers, and the 
widows_and orphan children of deceased members of the Conference, 
according to their best judgment of their several necessities. They shall 
estimate the amount that will probably be necessary to meet the claims 
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of the superannuated preachers and the widows and orphan children of 
deceased members of the Conference, and apportion the same to the dif- 
ferent presiding elders’ districts for collection the ensuing year. 

2. All matters relating to the financial interests of the Conference 
shall be referred to this Board, and be carefully considered and reported 
upon. 

8. They shall make a full report ofall proceedings to the Conference, 
who shall either approve, recommit, or amend their report. 

4. The members of this Board, and especially the Chairman thereof, 
shall carefully consider the financial interests during the year, and shall 
particularly endeavor to collect such authentic information in regard 
to the pecuniary circumstances of the usual claimants on the Con- 
ference funds as shall facilitate the business of the Board at its annual 
meeting. 

VI. All officers appointed by the General apunnvaies and not other- 
wise provided for by law, shall have their salaries fixed by the Joint 
Board of Finance of the Conferences of which they are members, or 
within the bounds of which the work assigned them by the General Con- 
ference lies; and be paid from the proceeds of their office, or by such 
other means as the Conference may devise. 

VII. The district stewards shall apportion the salary allowed a pre- 
siding elder among the different circuits of his district. The circuit 
stewards shall add the amount thus assigned to their circuits to the 
amount agreed on by them to be raised for their preacher; and apportion 
the whole among the different congregations of the Church composing 
the circuit, and report their action as soon as practicable to the Quarterly 
Conference, and if their assessment and apportionment are approved by 
the Conference, they shall then report to each Church-meeting the 
whole amount to be raised by the circuit, and that part of it which that 
congregation is expected to pay. hee Church-meeting shall nto its 
own method of raising this money. 

VIII. The recording steward of each circuit shall report to the Joint 
Board of Finance of the Conference a full account of the acts of the - 
Board of Stewards the preceding year. The Joint Board shall decide all 
issues that may exist between the stewards and the presiding elder or 
any of the preachers, in relation to salaries, and their decision shall be 
final; but in no case shall they allow any preacher to have aclaim on the 
church he has served, after his pastoral connection with them has ceased. 

IX. Hach Annual Conference shall adopt its own method of raising 
money to pay those who, by the rules and usages of the Church, have 
claims upon it; Provided it does not interfere with the rights guaranteed 
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to the Church-meetings, to adopt their own methods of raising money to 
pay their liabilities. 

X. The Bishops shall be supported according to the following plan : 

1. The allowance. of the Bishops for salary and traveling expenses 
shall be estimated by the Committee on Episcopacy of the General Con- 
ference; and they shall divide the amount between the several Annual | 
Conferences, according to the ability of the Conferences. 

2. The Annual Conferences shall be allowed to adopt their own plan 
for raising said amount, which shall be called the Bishops’ Fund. 

3. This fund shall be paid over to the Board of Stewards of the An- 
nual Conference; and the Chairman of said Board shall pay the amount 
collected to the iho presiding at the Annual Conference, and take his 
receipt and forward the same, or a copy thereof, to the Book Agent. 

4. At the annual meeting of the Bishops, each Bishop shall report to 
the Book Agent the amount paid to him by the several Annual Con- 
ferences, to be divided between all the Bishops i in proportion to the amount 
estimated for the support of each Bishop. 

5. The Bishops who shall have been placed upon the retired list, or 
who are unable to do full work, shall share in the collections, in pro- 
portion to the amounts eotntbed: with those who are efficient, and who 
are actively engaged in the work. 

6. In the intervals of the Bishops’ annual meeting, the funds collected 
and paid over to the Bishops shall be divided between the effective Bish- 
ops and those who are on the retired list, or who are not able to do full 
work, by such method as the College of Bishops may devise among 
themselves. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to make 
the foregoing estimate jeamedintely, and report to this General Con- 
ference. 

Conference then ogi with the benediction by the Bishop, to meet 
again this evening at 7 o’clock. 


Puesday Evening, May 1, 1866. 


Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Paine in the chair. 
Religious services were conducted by T. L. Boswell. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

John Poisal presented his voucher of election as a Reserve Delegate 
from the Baltimore Conference, and took his seat, vice Wm. G. Egeleston, 
who-had left for home. \ 

Report No. 5 of the Committee on Changes of Economy was taken 


up. 
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A motion of P. A. Peterson to amend the Report by proposing an 
extension of the pastorate to three years, was lost. 

The resolution in the Report was adopted. 

The ayes and noes being called for, the vote stood thus : 

Ayes—Register, L. M. Lee, W. A. Smith, Duncan, Bennett, Edwards, 
Granberry, Deems, Moran, W. Smith, Shipp, H. A. C. Walker, Boyd, 
Fleming, Betts, Kelly, Evans, Myers, Mann, Key, Crumley, Potter, 
Branham, Parks, Richardson, Mills, Cottrell, Summers, Hamilton, Neely, 
Mitchell, Hargrove, Dorman, Keener, Parker, J. B. Walker, Harp, Lin- 
field, J. G. Jones, Watkins, Montgomery, B. Jones, Harrington, Mar- 
shall, H. F. Johnson, Hanner, Green, Young, Riggs, West, Wiley, 
Cunnyngham, Atkins, J.S. Kennedy, J. M. McTeer, Sehon, Hiner, Protts- 
man, Morris, Winton, W. H. Hughes, Alexander, Lambdin, Stamford, 
Veal, Davidson, John, Whipple, Seat, Gober, Fitzgerald—72. 

Noes—Martin, Veitch, N. Wilson, Roszel, Poisal, Petersgn, Rosser, 
Craven, Bobbitt, N. H. D. Wilson, Burkhead, 8. H. Browne, Stacy, 
Anthony, J. B. Smith, J. Anderson, Woodberry, Blue, Ellison, McCarty, 
Ross, Andrews, Calloway, Boswell, Harris, G. Jones, Watson, Moss, W. 
C. Johnson, Bynum, Mullins, Brooks, McFerrin, J. F. Hughes, Maddin, 
Mooney, Burr, W. H. Anderson, Redford, H. Johnson, McAnally, Peery, 
Pinckard, Monroe, Vandeventer, Spencer, Rush, EH. T. Jones, Hickerson, 
Hunter, Ratciffe, Cobb, Winfield, Harrell, Carr, Tullis, Dennis, Binckley, 
McKenzie—59. j 

The Report as a whole was adopted, as follows : — 


REPORT NO. 9 OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHANGES OF ECONOMY. 


The Committee on Changes of Economy beg leave to offer their Report 
No. 5. 

There have been many papers before the committee respecting the 
Extension of the Pastoral Term. Some are in the form of resolutions, 
suggesting the action the Conference should take; some are from 
Conferences—as the South Carolina Conference, Virginia, Kentucky, and 
Mobile Conferences, as also those Conferences which referred Dr. Green’s 
Memorial to this body. Some propose an indefinite extension by 
removing all restrictions as to time from the Discipline; others propose 
an extension of the time to three or four years, as the rule, and an 
extension afterwards from year to year, in such cases as come under 
certain conditions. The committee have considered the various proposi- 
tions before them, and report to the General Conference that it is their 
opinion that the Pastoral Term should be extended. 

Of all the changes in the rule proposed on this subject, we think that the 
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simple removal of all that relates to a restricted term of service on any one 
appointment, is the simplest and best method of reaching the end in 
view. On this plan, every man’s appointment is for one year, and for 
one year only. There is no implication, by a term being set in’ the 
Discipline, that he may remain two, three, or four years. His stay will 
depend upon his so adapting himself to his work, that he would probably 
serve the Church better by being returned another year than by being 
sent to a new field. The plan would tend to develop all the energy 
and zeal, and ability of which a man is capable. The stimulus upon 
him would not be checked as it now is at the end of every two years, by 
giving him the opportunity of falling back upon the intellectual labors 
of the past. He will not be like a tree transplanted every season or two, 
whose growth is checked by the frequent transplantation. Nor would he 
have to begin a new work every year or two, then leave it unfinished, and 
begin again somewhere else. By the system proposed, it is believed that 
a great impulse will be given to the habits of study and devotion to 
all the interests of the Church of the mass of our ministry. 

But the committee do not propose to argue the’ question here. We 
believe the Church and ministry are ready to trust the entire determi-_ 
nation of the appointments to their Bishops. It may be that some of 
them will think that no good purpose can be served by retaining a preacher 
long in any charge. If so, they still retain the power to carry out their 
views. If one should think otherwise, he, too, by the plan proposed, 
would have full liberty of action. Whatever the Bishops may do, the 
Church can trust them; and with the great responsibility on them, their 
freedom should be unrestrained by law. 

In view of these facts, and others that are obvious without recital, the 
committee offer the following resolution, proposing an amendment of the 
Discipline : 

Resolved, That in Caine 2 of answer to question 8, section 5, 
chapter ii., part 1, page 59 of the Discipline, after the words “Annual 
Conferences,” all the rest of the sentence be stricken out from “‘ provided” 
to “our care,’ inclusive; and that in paragraph 3 of same section, page 
61, all after the words “if necessary,” be stricken out. 

HR. H. Myers, Chairman. 

The Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Wednesday Morning, May 2, 1866. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Paine in the chair. Reli- 
gious services were conducted by B. H. Spencer. 
The Minutes were read and approved. 
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J. M. Binckley and J. C. Tullis asked and obtained leave of absence 
after this day’s session, on account of family affliction. J. W. P. Mc- 
Kenzie and W. H. Hughes were also included. 

J.B. Pickett, Reserve Delegate, took his seat, vice 0. Betts, who had 
left for home. 

J. E. Cobb, from the Committee on Education, submitted a Minority 
Report, which was read and laid on the table for the present. 

Ei. W. Sehon asked and obtained leave to change his vote on the res- 
olution expunging the rule of restriction in the appointment of preachers, 
from aye tonoe. S. Hargiss, S. D. Baldwin, and L. D. Huston, registered 
their votes in the affirmative; W. Kennedy, Lovick Pierce, J. W. Glenn, 
J. Maclennan, N. H. Lee, J. Rand, and J. M. Steele, in the negative. 

The following paper was then presented by the Bishops :— 

The Bishops having been asked what constitutes “two-thirds of the 
General Conference,” as demanded in the proviso to the Restrictive Rules, 
Section II., Chapter 2, Part 1st of the Discipline, give the following as 
their opinion : 

Two-thirds of the General Conference are two-thirds of a legal quorum, 
or more, of the members who may be present and voting on any question. 

J. QO. ANDREW, 
R. Parnes, 

. G. F. Pierce. 

T. Maddin gaye his vote aye on the substitute for the Report No. 1 of 
the Committee on Changes of Economy. Guilford Jones, M. L. Andrews, 
and J. M. McTeer, changed their votes from noes to ayes. The vote ac- 
cordingly stands ayes 102, noes 42. The substitute thus adopted is as 
follows :— 

Substitute for Report No. 1 of the Committee on Changes of Hconomy— 
‘“‘on the change of the style and title of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South” : 

The subject of changing the style and title of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, has been brought before the General Conference by me- 
morials from various Conferences, asking for the change. Therefore, 

Be it declared and ordained, and by a vote of two-thirds of the Del- 
egates from the Annual Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, present and voting, in General Conference assembled in the city of 
New Orleans, on this 27th day of April, A. D. 1866, it is declared and 
ordained, that the style and title of our Church shall be “ The Episcopal 
Methodist Church.” 

Provided, that the Bishops or other Presidents shall lay this ordi- 
nance before each of the Annual Conferences ; and when three-fourths of 
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the members of the said Annual Conferences present and voting shall 
have concurred in the aforesaid ordinance, then the Bishops shall declare 
and proclaim that the legal style and title of our Church shall then and 
thereafter be “The Episcopal Methodist Church.” : 

The following preamble and resolutions were then offered, read, and 
adopted :— ~ | 

WHEREAS, the vote of the General Conference on the Extension of the 
Pastoral Penh’ is so nearly divided ; and, whereas, the change proposed is 
one fraught with vital consequences ; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That the action of the General Conference, repealing the 
law of limitation, and leaving the term of the pastorate to the discretion 
of the appointing power, shall not take effect unless approved by a major- 
ity of the members of all the Annual Conferences present and voting on 
this subject. 

Resolved, 2. That the Bishops are hereby requested to submit the 
question to the Annual Conferences at their next sessions; and in the 
event of the concurrence aforesaid, the Book Hditor is hereby instructed 
to make the necessary alterations in the Book of Discipline. 

P. A. Pererson, 
S. REGISTER. 


The ayes and noes were called for on the foregoing, and the vote stood 
as follows .— 

Ay pasties Martin, Veitch, N. Wilson, Roszel, Poisal, Peterson, 
Rosser, W. Kennedy, Craven, Bobbitt, N. H. D. Wilson, Burkhead, S. H. 
Browne, Stacy, Lovick Pierce, Anthony, Glenn, Hvans, Crumley, Bran- 
ham, Parks, J. B. Smith, J. Anderson, Mills, Woodberry, Blue, Ellison, 
McCarty, Ross, Andrews, Summers, Mitchell, Calloway, Boswell, Harris, 
G. Jones, Watson, Moss, W. C. Johnson, Bynum, Mullins, Brooks, Mc- 
Ferrin, Green, Riggs, J. F. Hughes, Maddin, Mooney, Burr, Baldwin, 
Wiley, J. M. MeTeer, Sehon, N. H. Lee, Redford, Rand, EH. Johnson, 
McAnally, Winton, Peery, Pinckard, Monroe, Vandeventer, Spencer, 
Rush, E.'T. Jones, Hickerson, Steele, Hunter, Ratcliffe, Cobb, Winfield, 
Harrell, W. H. Hughes, Tullis simsuaed Binckley, McKenzie, Fitzgerald 
80. 

Noes—li. M. Lee, W. A. Smith, Duncan, Head, Bennett, Bawa 
Granberry, Hargiss, Moran, W. Smith, Shipp, H. A. C. Walker, Boyd, 
Fleming, Kelly, Pickett; Myers, Mann, Key, Potter, Richardson, Cottrell, 
Hamilton, Neely, Hargrove, Dorman, Keener, Parker, J. B. Walker, 
Harp, Linfield, J. G. Jones, Watkins, Montgomery, B. Jones, Harring- 
ton, Marshall, Hanner, Young, West, Cunnyngham, Atkins, J. S. Ken- 
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nedy, Hiner, Huston, Prottsman, Alexander, Lambdin, Stamford, David- 
son, John, Whipple, Seat, Gober—54. 

Bishop Marvin took the chair. 

The Report of the Special Committee on Lay-Representation was taken 
up, and acted on, item by item, the substitutes being laid on the table. 

Bishop Wightman took the chav) e.* 

The first item of the Report was amended and adopted—the remaining 
items were adopted. 

The vote on the Report, as a whole, was taken by ayes and noes, and 
is as follows :— ~ 


REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON LAY-REPRESENTATION. 

The committee charged with the duty of bringing in a plan for effect- 
ing lay-representation in the Annual and General Conferences, submit the 
following: 

In the Annual Conferences —After the word service in Answer 1, Ques- 
tion 1, Section 8, Chapter 2, page 48 of Discipline, insert—and four 
lay-representatives, one of, whom may be a local preacher, from each 
Presiding Elder’s District, to be chosen annually by the district stew- 
ards, or in such other manner as the Annual Conference may direct, who 
shall participate in all the business of the Conference, except such as 
involves ministerial character and relations; provided that no one shall 
be a representative who is not twenty-five years of age, and who has not 
been for six years, next preceding his election, a member of the 
Church. ; 

In the General Conference.—Substitute for Answer 1, to Question 1, 
Section 2, Chapter 2, pp. 42-8 of Discipline: The Gereral Conference 
shall be composed of one clerical member for every twenty-eight mem- 
bers of each Annual Conference, and an equal number of lay-members, 
one-fourth of whom may be local preachers, to be appointed as follows : 
The clerical representatives shall be elected by the clerical members of 
the Annual Conference; provided that such representatives shall have 
traveled at least four calendar years from the time that they were 
received on trial, and are in full connection at the time of holding the 
Conference. The lay-representatives shall be elected by the lay-members 
of the Annual Conference—provided that such representatives be twenty- 
five years of age, and shall have been members of the Church for at least 
six years at the time of holding the Conference. No Conference shall be 
denied the privilege of two lay-delegates. 2. The ministers and lay- 
men shall deliberate in one body ; ; but upon a call of one-fifth of the mem- 
bers of the Conference, the lay and clerical members shall yote separately, 
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and no measure shall be passed without the concurrence of a majority of 
both classes of representatives. 

The following changes in the Discipline are also recommended : 

Number the 2d paragraph as 3d; the 3d paragraph as 4th. On pages 
43-4 of, Discipline, fixing a quorum for General Conference, substitute 
“Ca majority” for “ two-thirds.” 

Resolved, That the propositioh for the introduction of lay-representa- 
tion into the Annual and General Conferences, be submitted to the several 
Annual Conferences; and upon the approval of three-fourths of all the 
members of all the Annual Conferences present and voting, the plan here- 
with submitted shall become the law of the Church ; onded the same 
shall have passed this Conference by a two-thirds vote. 

H. N. McTyzrre, Chairman. 

Ayes—Register, Martin, Veitch, Poisal, L. M. Lee, W. A. Smith, 

- Duncan, Head, Bennett, Edwards, Granberry, Hargiss, Deems, Moran, 
W. Smith, Shipp, H. A. C. Walker, Boyd, Stacy, Fleming, Kelly, Pickett, 
Lovick Pierce, Glenn, Evans, Myers, Mann, Key, Crumley, Potter, Bran- 
ham, Parks, J. Anderson, Richardson, Mills, Woodberry, Blue, Ellison, 
McCarty, Ross, Cottrell, Andrews, Summers, Hamilton, Neely, Mitchell, 
Hargrove, Dorman, Parker, J. B. Walker, Harp, J. G. Jones, Watkins, 
Montgomery, B. Jones, Harrington, Marshall, W. C. Johnson, McFerrin, 
Green, Riggs, West, Cunnyngham, Atkins, J. 8. Kennedy, Redford, 
Hiner, Rand, Huston, McAnally, Morris, Winton, Pinckard, Vandeven- 
ter, Rush, Hunter, Winfield, Harrell, Dennis, en ee Lambdin, 
Stamford, Veal, Davidson, John, Whipple, Seat, Gober, Fitzgerald—89. 

Noes—N. Wilson, Roszel, Peterson, Rosser, W. Kennedy, Craven, 
Bobbitt, N. H. D. Wilson, Burkhead, Browne, Anthony, J. B. Smith, 
Keener, Linfield, Maclennan, Boswell, Harris, G. Jones, Watson, Moss, 
Bynum, Mullins, Brooks, Hanner, Young, J. F. Hughes, Maddin, 
Mooney, Burr, Baldwin, Wiley, J. M. McTeer, N. H. Lee, EH. Johnson, 
Peery, Monroe, Spencer, H. T. Jones, Hickerson, Steele, Ratcliffe, Cobb, 
W. H. Hughes, Tullis, Binckley, McKenzie—46. 7 

Bishop Doggett took the chair. ; 

On motion, the resolutions of P. A. Peterson were reconsidered ou 
laid on the table by a vote of 68 to 47. 

On motion of P. M. Pinckard, the vote on Report No. 5 on Changes of 
Economy was reconsidered. 

W. W. Bennett moved as a substitute to extend the pastoral term to 
four years. 

Pending the discussion of this sine Conference adjourned with the 
benediction by the Bishop, to meet this evening at 7 o’clock. 


110 JOURNAL .OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF [May 


Wednesday Evening, May 2, 1866. 

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop McTyeire in the 
chair. Religious services were conducted by W. H. Watkins. 

The Minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 

BK. W. Sehon, ©. C. Callaway, and W. M. Prottsman recorded inet 
votes in the affirmative, and J. B. Smith, 8. Anthony, S. D. Baldwin, J. 
M. McTeer, and EH. E. Wiley, changed their votes from negative to 
affirmative, on the Report of the Special Committee on Lay-represent- 
ation. The vote now stands ayes 97, noes 41. 

A. H. Redford asked and obtained leave of absence after to night. 

The subject under discussion at adjournment this morning, towit: the. 
extension of the pastorate, wastakenup. J.H. Evans offered a substitute, . 
and J. C. Granberry an amendment, both of which were lost. 

The motion of W. W. Bennett, changing two to four yoars, was 
carried by a vote of 72 to 49. 

Bishop Pierce took the chair. 

W. A. Smith, from the Committee on Episcopacy, submitted Report 
No. 4 of that committee, which was read and adopted, as follows :— 


REPORT NO. 4 OF THE COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY. 
The Committee on EHpiscopacy respectfully submit the following 


report : 
The annual salary of the Bishops for the next four years shall be 


as follows: 
APPROPRIATIONS TO THE BISHOPS. 


Bishop Soule.......... L288 AE, tenes $1500 00 
Bishop Andrew. 110. 3-: cb. wtecuyenoameeane Sean te taceee 2500 00 
Bishop. Paine i.0. sak tensesec.tecen Weineawemeey to COORONG: 
BishopiP tere: . cptvee in 2. anes ee Rae, ever ena ce 3000 00 
Bishop Warly: oc. cave detiie eek a trecne ens alta eet 2500 00 
Bishop Kavanaugh. Qevivs.ccectte tess eth v tose 2500 00 
Bishop Wightman........ Maa ts ILO i alta 3000 00 
Bishop Marvinis, vssesere\ocps)iesace sneer. MOMS 3000 00 
Bishop Dogeete Moers & ste. osaes ee RR see 8000 00 
Bishop McD yeire .cicccs...caveeWeveveeee TEAS 3000 00 

$27,000 00 


The following resolutions are submitted to the Conference for adop- 
tion : 

Resolved, 1. That each Conference pay he bill of traveling ‘expenses 
that may be submitted by the Bishop as having been incurred in the 
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Extra labors in the bounds of a 


Conference should in-all cases be paid by those who invited them. 
Resolved, 2. That the above amount of $27,000 be distributed among 


the Conferences as follows : 





Baltimore: Conterencers:.26. .0sscccccese. + Ai ete o ey $1395 00 
Western Virginia Conference....... sscsscsceceecees 185 00 
Wires Oat er eUeivcs.otonancess tec nees rasasans 1860 00 
North Carolina Conference..........c.secceeasesccecs 1395 00 
South Carolina Conference..........ccccecceecevcsees 1000 00 
Cecelia an leren ee Woven ss tec u. viapeaenesseeevebse apes 1860 00 
PlaridayConteraticd. eis... Le de ideas secede es 465 00 
Montgomery Conference..............s.cesecesceecees 1500 00 
MiobikevWomterencesosences cic cacces cout acwoneecccont 1500 00 
LOUisiatia \CONTEPENCE?. 5. ..sbe cc cceccccecessceeosecees 1140 00 
WMETesise PPlt COMPELONUC., seve. vue sesasecctscwreage ees 1395 00- 
Mempiais Conterence: 208 es soca sess sesceveasoeann 1895 00 
Tennessee Conference..........00+ sees RS Madieeiaae es 1650 00 
EPG atone CONTERENCE:: .tecreess seose ee onoueeecesuccaees 560 00 
WouIsville=@Onterences... cece) csescce cs sescechcesce 13895 00 
BRONTE Y "COMIETENCOs Ts es Scscossecssvceveonnscess 1395 00 
WPissO EM Oem erence: 2205 cc csc ce ccatacosce css cuce cee 930 00 
Siw@lours Conterencerscs. ccasvececcseteethevestsscsuce 1395 00 
Arkansas Conference..........scsecsceseusees ircsae gt 465 00 
hattlemvoclke Comterence’..cs. coiccseesscscdacccassecoss 930 00 
Mla Con ten Ce) ae accu csr neces eecns dalelees Crone ie 945 00 
Wast=PemaseConterence acccrs veecncccessccescsacccegee 940 00 
North-west Texas Conference...........ccecescecsees 280 00 
Westy Dexds CONTETENCCs....decectscnerecsacsceccess 280 00 
PAachie WOntereneel esc. ce ..as sss... scaceatnaisenpavine 465 00 
Columbia Conference ...... .......00 Feo Roe BS 280 00 
Indian Mission Conference........scccssecseres coors 

$27,000 00 


All which is respectfully submitted. - 


Wo. A. Smiru, Chairman. 


P. M. Pinckard offered resolutions in regard to the payment: of the 
Bishops, which were read and referred to J. 8. Key, J. B. McFerrin, and 
A. L. P. Green, as a special committee to report on this subject. 

J. Hamilton, chairman of the Committee on Boundaries, submitted 
Report No. 6 of that committee, which was read and adopted, as 


follows :—— 
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The Committee on Boundaries beg leave to offer their sixth and final 
Report. 

1. BAurrMorE ConrEerencE shall embrace all the territory lying north 
and west of the Great Choptank River, on the Hastera Shore of Mary- 
land : the line shall then run with the Chesapeake Bay to the mouth of the 
Potomac River; thence up said river to the county line between Stafford 
and King George counties; then taking Fredericksburg and running up 
the Rappahannock River to the Blue Ridge Mountains ; thence by that 
chain of mountains to New River, in Floyd county, including Jackson- 
ville Circuit; and by that river westwardly to the line of Greenbrier 
county, so as to include all the pastoral charges in that locality embraced 
in the Lewisburg District; then taking the county line between Poca- 
hontas and Randolph counties, and running to the Alleghany Mountains ; 
thence by said mountains northward, so as to include all the territory 
which may be now or hereafter under our jurisdiction, and not embraced 
in other Conference boundaries. 

2. VIRGINIA CONFERENCE shall be bounded on the east by the Atlantic 
Ocean, embracing all the work on the Eastern Shore of Virginia and the - 
State of Maryland not included in the bounds of the Baltimore Conference; 
on the north by the Potomac River, from its mouth to the line of King 
George and Stafford counties; and thence to the Rappahannock River, 
and by that river to the Blue Ridge; on the west by the Blue Ridge to 
the State line; on the south by Albemarle Sound and Roanoke River to 
its intersection with the State line ; and thence by said line to the top of 
the Blue Ridge. 

3. WESTERN VIRGINIA CONFERENCE shall include all that part of 
West Virginia not embraced in the Baltimore and Holston Conferences, 
beginuing at the western extremity of the State of Maryland, and running 
along the south-western range of the Alleghany Mountains to the Holston 
Conference line, on the Flat-top Mountain; and also that part of the 
‘State of Kentucky included in the Guyandotte District. 

4. Norru CARoLina CoNFERENCE shall be bounded on the east by the 
Atlantic Ocean, on the north by Albemarle Sound and Roanoke River to 
that point where it is intersected by the State line; and thence with the 
said line to the top of the Blue Ridge, including the counties of Wilkes, 
Alexander and Iredell; on the south by the south lines of Iredell, Rowan, 
the Yadkin and Pedee Rivers, and the State line to the ocean. , 

5. Sourn CaroLinA CONFERENCE shall include the State of South 
Carolina, and so much of the State of North Carolina as is not included 
in other Conferences. 

6. Gzorara ConFERENCE shall include all the State of Georgia except 
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asmall portion included in the Holston Conference, and that part which lies 
south of a line commencing at Fort Gaines, on the Chattahoochee River, 
running thence in a direct line to Albany, on Flint River; thence along the 
line of the Ocmulgee and Flint River Railroad to the Alapaha River ; 
thence in a direct line to House Creek, where it enters the Ocmulgce ; 
thence down said river to the Altamaha; thence down the Altamaha to 
the Atlantic Ocean ; it shall also include the town of Girard, Alabama. 

7. FroripA ConrerEence shall include all that part of the State of 
Georgia not included in the Georgia Conference, and all of the State of 
Florida not included in the Montgomery Conference. 

8. Montgomery CoNnFERENCE shall include West Florida, except 
Apalachicola, and all that part of the State of Alabama lying east of the 
line herein described, viz: beginning at the mouth of the Mobile River; 
thence up that stream and the Alabama River to the City of Selma; 
thence up the Alabama and Tennessee Rivers Railroad to Montevallo, the 
same to be considered as east of the line; thence along the Elyton road to 
the Cahaba; thence up said river to the eastern line of Blount county, 
and along said line to the southern boundary of the Tennessee Confer- 
ence. 

9. Mopmz ConFerENce shall include all that part of the State of 
Alabama lying west of the line dividing it from the Montgomery Confer- 
ence, and south of the Tennessee Conference, and the counties of Jack- 
son, Greene, Wayne, Clarke, Lauderdale, Kemper, Lowndes, Noxubee, 
that part of Monroe east of the Tombighee River, and that part of Ita- 
wamba east of Bull Mountain Creek, in the State of Mississippi. 

10. Lovisrana Conrerence shall include all the State of Louisiana 
not included in the Mississippi Conference. 

11. Mississrppr ConFERENCE shall include all the State of Missis- 
sippi not included in the Memphis and Alabama Conferences, together 
with so much of the State of Louisiana as is north of Bayou Manshack, 
Amite River, Lakes Marepas, Ponchartrain, and Bourne, except Baton 
Rouge. 

12. Memputs ConrEeRrENcE shall be bounded on the east by the Tom- 
bigbee River, Alabama State line, and Tennessee River; on the north by 
the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers; west by the Mississippi River; and 
south by a line running due east from the Mississippi River to the south- 
west corner of Tallahatchie county ; thence due east to the south-eastern 
corner of Yallabusha county ; thence in a stright line to the north-western 
corner of Oktibbeha county ; thence due east to poss Creek ; and thence 
with said | creck to the Tombighbee River.. 

13. Tennessee CONFERENCE shall include Middle Tennessee, and 
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that part of North Alabama watered by those streams flowing into the 
Tennessee River. 

14. Hotston ConFERENCE shall include Hast Tennessee ; that part of 
Virginia which is now embraced in the Wytheville, Inia and Rog- 
ersville Districts; that part of North Carolina lying west of the Blue 
Ridge; asmall portion east of the Blue Ridge, embraced in Catawba 
Circuit, and what is in the Wytheville District; and that part of the 
State of Georgia beginning-on the State line of Tennessee, at the eastern 
part of the Lookout Mountain, and running with the base of Lookout 
Mountain to the Alabama line; and thence north with the said line to the 
State line of Tennessee. 

15. Kentucky Conrerence shall include all that part of the State of 
Kentucky that lies north and east of a line beginning at the mouth of 
Harrod’s Creek, on the Ohio River; thence running south on the northern 
line of the Middletown and Jeffersontown Circuits, to the Bardstown 
turnpike road; thence with said turnpike to Bardstown; thence with the 
direct road to Springfield; thence to the towns of Haysville and Liberty ; 
thence due south to the Cumberland River; thence up said river to the 
fork; thence up the south fork to the Tennessee line, including in this 
Con tineaine Liberty, and all that part of the State of meninaly not mnghuded 
in other Conferences. 

16, LovisvitLe CONFERENCE shall include all that part of the State 
of Kentucky not included in the Kentucky, Western Minginia, and 
Memphis Conferences. 

17. Sr. Lovrs ConFERENCE shall include all that part of the State of 
Missouri lying south of the Missouri River, and that part of the State of 
Kansas and New Mexico south of the Kansas River. 

‘18. Missouri CoNnFERENCE shall include all that part of the State of 
Missouri lying north of the Missouri River, and all that part of the State 
of Kansas lying north of the Kansas River, also the Montana and Idaho 
Territories. 

19, Arkansas ConrerEnce shall include all the State of Arkansas 
north of a line commencing at the mouth of White River, and running 
thence up said river to the mouth of Des Arc Bayou; thence up said 
bayou to the mouth of Cypress Bayou ; thence up said bayou to its head; 
thence down the Palarm Creek to the Arkansas River; thence up said 
river to the mouth of the Petit Jean; thence along the line between Yell 
and Perry counties to the south-west corner of Perry; thence in a direct 
line to the south-west corner of Yell county; thence due west. to the 
western line of the State. 

20. Lirrue Rock Conrerence shall include all the State of Arkan- 
sas not included in the Arkansas Conference. 
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21. InprAN Misston CONFERENCE shall be bounded on the north by 
the State of Kansas, east by the States of Missouri and Arkansas, south 
by Red River, and west by the Rocky Mountains. 

22. Texas CONFERENCE shall be bounded on the east by the Trinity, 
from the south-east corner of Leon county to the coast; south by the Gulf 
to Trespalacios Bay ;. west by the Trespalacios and the east line of Jack- 
son, Layacca, Gonzales, Caldwell, and Hays counties; north by the Per- 
denales, and a direct line from its. mouth to the north-west corner of 
Travis county and the south line of Williamson, Milam, Robertson, and 
Leon counties to the Trinity. 

23. Hast Texas ConFERENCE shall embrace all that pas of the State 
of Texas east of a line beginning at the east pass of the Bay of Galves- 
ton; thence through said bay to the mouth of Trinity River; thence up 
said river to the source of the west fork of the same; and thence due 
north to Red River. 

24, Norru-wesr Texas ConFERENCE shall be bounded north by the 
State line; east by the Hast Texas Conferenge ; south by the Texas Con- 
ference; west by the road from San Antonio to Fort Mason; thence due 
north to the Colorado River; thence up said river to the Big Spring; 
thence due north to the State line. 

25. Wust TEXAS CONFERENCE shall include all that part of the State 
of Texas west of the Texas and North-west Texas Conferences. 

26. CotuMBIA- CONFERENCE shall include the State-of Oregon and that 
part of the State of California lying north of Scott’s Mountain, with the . 
Washington Territory. 

27. Paciric CONFERENCE shall jesinie all the State of California not 
embraced in the Columbia Conference, and that, parti of the Territory of 
New Mexico west of the Rocky Mountains. 

The names of the Alabama and Kansas Mission Conferences tu be 
dropped from the Discipline, and the name of Wachita changed to Little 
Rock. ° 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
_ J. Hamitton, Chairman. 
New Orleans, May 2, 1866. ; \ 


The Special Committee on the payment of the Bishops submitted the 
following Report, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the delegations present notify immediately the chair- 
man of the Board of Stewards of their respective Conferences, or the 
Presiding Elders, of the amount assessed to such Conference—requesting 
that collections be made at once, and forwarded to the chairman of the Board 
of Stewards or any one else who may be designated by the delegates, who 
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. shall forward the Same to the Bishop most convenient, taking his receipt, 


to be sent to the Book Agent. Wo. A. Smiru, Chairman, 
J.S. Key, 
J. B. McFerrin. 


The following resolution was then offered, read, and adopted :— 

Resolved, That the Book Agent be, and he is hereby, instructed to 
publish in a separate volume, and in large, open type, the Ritual of the 
Church, including Mr. Wesley’s Sunday Service, the form of dedicating 
Churches and the form of admission to the Church, heretofore authorized 


to be published asan Appendix to the Discipline. 
Leroy M. Ler, 
A. L. P. Green. 


Reports Nos. 1, 2, 8, of the Committee on Revisal were taken up, and 
adopted—the item recommending the restoration of the words ‘holy 
Catholic Church” in the Creed not being adopted. 

The Reports are as follows $ 


REPORT NO. 1 OF THE COMMITTEE: ON REVISAL. 

The Committee on Revisal have considered the resolutions of J. G. 
Jones and H. A. C. Walker, and of A. M. Shipp and ©. Betts, and 
recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the following changes and additions be made in the 
Discipline, Chapter II., Section 2: In Answer 2, after the words “from 


‘time to time,” insert, aaa of what follows, this clause—“ but the 


Bishops or a majority of all the Annual Conferences shall have authority 
to call a General Conference, if they judge it necessary, at any time. 
The Bishops, if they judge it necessary, shall have authority to change 
the place appointed for the meeting of the General Conference. When 
a General Conference is called, it shall be constituted of the delegates 


» elected to the preceding General Conference, except when an Annual 


Conference shall prefer to have a new election.” 
Respectfully submitted. 
Tuomas O. Summers, Chairman. 
New Orleans, April 11, 1866. 


REPORT NO. 2 OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISAL. 
The Committee on Revisal present their Report No. 2, as follows :— 
In answer to the memorial of St. Francis Street Church, Mobile, in 
regard to the use of the Sunday Service of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, prepared by Mr. Wesley, the Riiridane 2 report the sled 
resolution : ae 
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Resolved, That the General Conference has no objection to the use of 
the Sunday Service prepared by Mr. Wesley for the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, or any part of it, by any congregation that may choose to use it. 

In answer to the memorial of the Virginia Conference respecting the 
increase of Stewards, the committee report the following resolution : 

Resolved, That instead of Paragraph 1, Section 5, Part II., page 258 
of the Discipline, the following be inserted: ‘‘There shall be in each 
pastoral charge, if practicable, at least seven Stewards; and a greater 
number may be appointed at the discretion of the Quarterly Conference ; 
provided, that there be not more than one for every thirty members, 
though there may be one for every society on a circuit.” Also that the 
words “wherever necessary” be inserted instead of the words “in 
every class,” in Paragraph 4 of Section 5, page 209. 

In regard to a resolution of J. Stacy and H. A. C. Walker, asking 
that a three-fourths vote be made necessary to alter the Boundaries of 
Conferences, the committee beg leave to state that they do not think the 
proposed change expedient. 

In regard to the inquiry in the same paper, whether the first proviso 
under the Sixth Restrictive Article gives to a single Annual Conference 
the power to defeat any measure approved by all the others, the committee 
report that they do not so understand that proviso. 

In regard to the resolution of J. Maclennan and H. H. Montgomery, 
asking changes on page 62 of the Discipline respecting Episcopal Decis- 
ions, the committee report that they do not deem any change expedient. 

In regard to the resolution of J. Hamilton and A. H. Mitchell, asking 
that it be made obligatory on Annual Conferences to sit with closed 
doors during the examination of character, the committee report that 
they do not deem the proposed change expedient. 

In answer to a memorial of the Mississippi Conference, asking that 
the Discipline be so changed as to provide for a “Committee on Char- 
acter,” to, consider and report on all complaints and charges in Annual 
Conferences, the committee epee that they do not (oaider the proposed 
change expedient. 

In regard to the resolution of H. H. Montgomery and J. Maclennan, 
proposing changes in the Questions on pages 49—50 of the Discipline, 
the committee report that they do not deem the proposed changes expe- 
dient, but recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That there be inserted a new question to be numbered 17: 
“How many infants and adults have been baptized during the year?” 
Also another to be numbered 18: “What is the number of Sunday- 
schools, teachers, and scholars ?” 


118 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF [May, 
*\*® 


In regard to the resolution of W. M. Wightman and L. M. Lee, the 
committee report favorably by recommending the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolution : a Ki a 

Resolved, That a briefand properly digested Catechism, to be prepared 
ate the Bishops and Book Editor, be printed in the Book of Discipline. 

Respectfully submitted. 
Tomas O. Summers, Chairman. 


New Orleans, April 12, 1866. 


REPORT NO. 8 OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISAL. 
4 


The Committee on Revisal submit their Report No. 3. 

In regard to the changes, omissions, and additions in the Discipline 
proposed in the paper presented by T. 0. Summers, they recommend as 
follows : 

Enlarge the note on page 85 by the daanied of the words, “ For other 
provisions concerning classes, see Chapter 3, Section 2.” 

On page 52, Chapter 2, Section 3, Question 5, Answer 1, piwka 
“may retire” for “shall retire.” 

On page 67, Chapter 2, Section 7, Question 1, Answer 4, instead of the 
words, “memorandum of it be written in all the class-books,” substitute, 
‘“‘suitable services be held on the occasion, wherever practicable.”’ 

On page 70, Chapter 2, Section 7, Question 1, Answer 16, substitute, 
“To furnish every one leaving his charge with a certificate in the 
following form: “The bearer hereof, A. B., has been an acceptable mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in C. Station, (circuit or 
mission, ) D. Conference.” 

On page 107, Chapter 2, Section 18, Question 1, Answer 5, omit all 
after the word “ member.” 

On page 118, Chapter 8, Section 5, Question 1, Answers 1 and 2, 
instead of “Chapter” and ‘ Chapters,” insert ‘lesson ” and “ lessons.” 

On page 118, Chapter 3, Section 5, Question 1, Answer 4, substitute, 
“Let the Lord’s ‘Supper bi cariineele et soil in every congregation, 
wherever it is practicable, and where it is not practicable, at every Quar- 
terly Meeting. Let the service preceding the administration be so pro- 
portioned as to allow of due time for this solemn ordinance.” 

On page 119, Chapter 8, Section 5, Question 1, Answer 5, substitute 
for the first sentence the following: “ Let the Ritual be invariably used 
in all the offices for which it is prescribed.” 

On pages 121—128, omit Sections 6 and 7. 

On page 132, Chapter 4, Section 1, Question 6, instead of the sentence, 
“And after such form, ete.,” substitute, as a distinct paragraph, the fol- 
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lowing : “No expelled minister shall be restored to the communion of the 
Church without giving satisfactory evidence of repentance, unless the 
Annual Conference shall become convinced that he was innocent of the 
erime for which he was expelled, in which case the Conference may 
restore him to his previous standing.” 

On Pge 148, Chapter 4, Section 3, Question 3, Answer 1, insert “sus- 
pend or”’ before expel, and instead of ‘Cexcluded,”’ sahetitats “suspended 
or expelled.” 

On page 145, Chapter 4, Section 3, Question 3, Answer 5, insert “sus- 
pended or,” betas He ote a 

Qn page 146, Chapter 4, Section 8, @unden 3, Answer 6, substitute, 
‘No expeiled person shall be restored to the communion of the Church 
without giving satisfactory evidence of repentance, unless the Quarterly 
Conference shall become convinced that he was innocent of the crime for 
which he was expelled, in which case he may be restored.” 

On page 158, Chapter 5, Section 1, in the Rubric, substitute “ extem- 
poraneous” for ‘‘ extempore.”’ 

On page 163, Chapter 5, Section 2, after the Gospel, insert the 
following : 

“Then the minister drains the parents or others presenting the 
child, shall say, 

“Tn causing this child to be brought by baptism into the Church of 
Christ, it is your duty to teach him to renounce the devil and all his 
_ works, the vain pomp and glory of the world, with all covetous desires of 

the same, and the carnal desires of the flesh, so that he may not follow or 
beled by them; to believe all the articles of the Christian faith, and to 
obediently keep God’s holy will and commandments all the days of his 
life.’ ; 

In the Rubric, after “hands,” insert, ‘‘if convenient.” Instead of 
the Rubric, “Then shall be said, all kneeling,” substitute the following : 

“The minister may, at his discretion, lay hands on the subject, accom- 
panying the act with a suitable invocation, and then all kneeling, close 
with extemporaneous devotions and the Lord’s Prayer.” 

On page 164, Chapter 5, Section 2, omit the Rubric, ‘‘ Then shall the 
minister conclude, ete.” Soon page 172... 

On page 175, after the words, “I will,” said by the woman, insert 
the following : 

“ When the parties so desire, the man shall give unto the woman a ring; ; 
and the minister taking the ring shall deliver it unto the man, to put tt 
upon the fourth finger of the woman’s left hand; and the man, holding 
the ring there, and taught by the minister, shall say, 
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“‘ With this ring I thee wed, and with all my worldly goods I thee 
endow: in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen.” 

On page 175, Chapter 5, Section 3, after the Rubric, ‘ Let us pray, 
insert the Lord’s Prayer. . 

On page Ley Chapter 5, Section 3, instead of “husband,” restore the 
word ‘ man.’ 

On page 177, Chapter 5, Section 3, omit the Lord’s pa and pre- 
ceding Rubrie. 

' The committee recommend the Conference to adopt the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the Book Editor be, and is hereby, instructed to con- 
form the next edition of the Discipline to the foregoing emendations. 

Respectfully submitted. 


THomas QO. Summers, Chairman. 
New Orleans, April 14, 1866. 


The Conference then adjourned with the benediction by the Bishop. 


Thursday Morning, May 3, 1866. 


Conference met at the stated hour, Bishop Pierce in the chair. Reli- 
gious services were conducted by W. P. Ratcliffe. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

Reports Nos. 4, 5, 6, and 7, of the Committee on Revisal, were taken 
up, amended, and adopted, as follows :— 


REPORT NO. 4 OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISAL. 


The Committee on Revisal submit their Report No. 4, as follows: 

On the resolution of Whitefoord Smith and W. H. Fleming, the com- 
mittee recommend as follows: 

On page, 42 of the Diseipling Chapter 2, eaten 1, substitute “ devo- 
tions ”’ for “exercises.” On page 49, instead of the words, “in the order 
of the following questions,” substitute: “The following questions shall 
be asked.” Omit the words in Answer to Question 8, “an elder, who 
shall be appointed by the Bishop by letter; but if no such appointment 
be made ;”’ and the words “ appointed or.’ 

On page 63, Chapter 2, Section 5, Answer 10, substitute, ‘To unite two 
or more circuits, stations, or missions together, provided the financial in- 
terests and pastoral duties of each remain separate and independent, and to 
divide a elnonty station, or mission into two or more, agin he judges it 
necessary.” 
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On pages 84-103, omit Sections 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, and place them 
in an Appendix to the next edition of the Preacher’s Manual. 

On pages 103, 104, omit Section 17. 

On pages 121—123, omit Sections6and 7. Omit Question 4 and the 
Answer, in Section 5. 

On page 140, Chapter 4, Section 3, Question 2, Anew ens? 2, omit all 
after the word “‘final,’’ and also Answer 3. 

The committee recommend the Conference to adopt the following 
resolution : 

Reso'ved, That the Book Editor be, aad is hereby, instructed to 
conform the next edition of the Discipline to the foregoing emendations. 

Respectfully submitted. 
Tuomas O. SumMeERs, Chairman. 
New Orleans, April 14, 1866. 
REPORT NO. 0 OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVINAL. 


The Committee on Revisal submit their Report No. 5. © 

In regard to the plan of taking four collections in one, proposed by 
Lovick Pierce, the committee respectfully report that as the Conference 
has already taken action in respect to Missionary collections, the com- 
mittee do not recommend the plan’ proposed. 

In regard to the resolution of B. Craven on changing circuits; the 
resolution of W. G. Veal and A. Davidson on abridging the Ritual; the 
resolutions of W. H. Bobbitt and L. S. Burkhead, and of A. M. Shipp 
and H. A. C. Walker, on the Studies, Labors, and Ordination of Local 
Preachers, the committee doubt the propriety of making the proposed 
changes. 

In regard to the memorial from Woodville, on expulsions from the 
Church ; the resolution of W. M. Rush and ©. I. Vandeventer, on the 
assumption of the Baptismal vows by persons baptized in infancy; the 
resolutions of B, Craven on seating Congregations; the committee report 
that the changes proposed are ei for in previous Reports submitted 
to the Conference. 

In regard to changes proposed in the paper presented by Thomas O. 
Summers, the committee recommend the omission of the clause referring 
to ordination on pages 73—74 of the Discipline, Chapter 2, Section 8, 
Question 2, Answer 1, and the insertion in the Answer to Question 1, 
Section.9, after the word “ Bishop,” these words: “Provided, that no one 
shall be so elected and ordained, who has not been one year in the regular 
itinerant work, except such as may be selected by the Bishop for the 
Missionary work.” Also, that in the Answer to Question 3, Section 9, the 
words ‘‘ two years” be substituted by the words “ one year.” 
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At the end of Section 9 insert, “ Provided, That in the case of Col- 
ored Preachers, the question, both as to time and qualifications for ia 
shall be left to the Annual Conference.” 

The committee recommend the changing of the title of Section 11, 
Chapter 2, to the following: ‘Of the Reception of Ministers from other 
Churches,”’ the omission of the first Question and Answer, conforming 
the notation of the rest to this omission. Also, the insertion at the close 
of what will then be the Answer to Question 1, these words : “Provided, 
that the Bishop may, at his discretion, allow such Ministers to exercise 
their functions, as Deacons or Elders, until the session of the Annual , 
Conference.”” Also, the changing of the word “denominations ”’ to 
“Churches” in the last Question of that Section. 

The committee recommend the Conference to adopt the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the Book Editor be, and is hereby, instructed to 
conform the next edition of the Discipline to the foregoing changes. 

Respectfully submitted. . 


Tuomas O. Summers, Chairman. 
New Orleans, April-18, 1866. 


REPORT NO. 6 OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISAL. 


The Committee on Revisal submit their Report No. 6, as follows :— 

In regard to the resolution of 8S. H. Browne, proposing an amendment 
to the note on the 23d Article, and the instruction of the Conference 
respecting the history of said note, the committee report that the note 
was inserted in 1820. Dr. Emory says it was ‘‘ added especially to meet 
the peculiar case of the brethren in Canada, against whom unfounded 
suspicions had been created, because the M. EH. Church, of which they 
were then a part, was regarded as a foreign ecclesiastical authority.” In 
1858 our General Conference substituted the words “any foreign govern- 
ment’ for the words, “the British or any othér government.” The 
clause respecting obedience to the powers that be, manifestly refers to the 
Apostle’s instructions in Romans xiii., and is to be interpreted accord- 
ingly. The committee do not think any amendment necessary. 

In regard to the resolution of W. C. Johnson and §. Watson, asking 
that the questions now propounded to candidates for admission on trial 
in the Annual Conference, be instead propounded to preachers on their 
admission into full connection, as was the case before 1858, the commit- 
tee recommend that the change proposed be made in the Discipline. 

In regard to the resolution of N. H. D. Wilson and L. 8. Burkhead, 
the committee concur with their request, that the Discipline be amended 
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on page 127, Chapter iv., Section 1, Answer to Question 3, and on page 
148, Chapter iv., Section 8, Question 3, Answer 1, by inserting after the 
words, ‘‘ bring the accused and. accuser face to face,’ the following: 
‘“‘ When the crime is alleged to have been committed in the absence of 
any other party or parties competent to give testimony, the statement of 
both the accused and the accuser shall be taken, and the committee before 
whom the ease is brought for trial shall give both statements whatever 
weight they deem them entitled to, in rendering their verdict for guilt 
or innocence.” 

In regard to a resolution of J. C. Keener and EH. E. Wiley, asking for 
arule interdicting the appointment of preachers who have not traveled one 
year to the charge of a circuit or station, the committee do not recommend 
the proposed rule. 

The committee recommend the insertion on page 66, as Answer 9, (the 
next Answer being numbered 10,) the following: “To procure at the 
fourth Quarterly Meeting full statistics from every charge, to be reported 
at the Annual Conference in case the preacher in charge shall fail to 
make his report.” ' 

The committee do not deem it expedient to insert in the Discipline the 
questions in examination of character in Annual Conferences proposed by 
S. H. Browne and W. H. Fleming. 

The committee have carefully considered the papers presented by the 
venerable Lovick Pierce, and recommend that the paper on the Duties of 
Preachers be referred to the Book Editor for incorpation, in whole or in 
part, in the Preacher’s' Manual; and that the paper on the Relations of 
Preachers be transferred to the Committee on the Support of the Minis- 
try. In regard to the paper on the Organization of Circuits, they recom- 
mend the Conference to adopt the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the appointments on circuits should be so arranged as to 
secure Sunday services at as many places as possible. 

In regard to sundry papers on Trials and Appeals, the committee 
recommend the Conference to adopt the following emendations of the 
Discipline : * 

On page 52, after the first paragraph, insert: “When any traveling 
preacher is located he shall be amenable to the Quarterly Conference of 
the charge last filled by him, until he shall present his ceubieieaye of loca- 
tion to some other Gansta Conference.”’ 

On page 124, substitute for the present, the following: 


=e! 
. - 
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“CHAPTER IV. 
“ CHURCH TRIALS. 
 “Sxorton 1.—Of the Trial of a Bishop. 


«¢ When a Bishop shall be under report, or be accused of imprudence, 
or immorality, three traveling elders shall call upon him,” etc., as at 
present. 

Page 126, instead of Question 2 and Answer, insert : 

‘When a Bishop shall cease to travel at large among the people with-, 
out the consent of the General Conference, he shall not thereafter exer- 
cise the Episcopal office in our Church.” 

On the same page, instead of Question 3, insert : 


“ Seorton 2.—Of the Trial of Traveling Preachers. 


‘‘When any traveling preacher is under report of being guilty of some 
crime expressly facet dans: in the word of God, if it be in the interval of 
the Annual Conference, let the Presiding Elder,” etc., insert what 
follows down to “ face,’ 9th line from the top, then insert, “and cause 
an exact record of the investigation, signed by the President and Secre- 
tary, to be transmitted to the Annual Conference, at which his case shall 
be fully considered and determined.” 

_At the 10th line from the bottom of the same page, 127, strike out 
the last sentence and insert: 

“Tf the accused be a Presiding Elder, any three traveling elders or 
deacons of his district shall inquire into the report, and if they judge it 
necessary, call in the Presiding Elder of any other district, who shall 
appoint a committee of five elders from within the bounds of the Annual 
Conference of which the accused is a member, and also preside at the 
investigation.” 

On page 128, after the word “ matter,” insert: 

“ When the accusation is preferred during the session of an Annual 
Conference, it shall be first referred to a committee of three traveling 
elders, whose duty it shall be to bring forward all the charges preferred, 
in proper form, and also to report to the Conference such cases as they 
judge necessary to be tried. If the Conference differ in judgment with 
the committee, a new committee may be appointed to inquire into the 
facts and report. And all cases so reported for trial shall be referred to 
a committee of not less than nine nor more than thirteen, who, in the 
presence of a Bishop, or a chairman, whom the President of the Confer- 
ence shall appoint, and one or more of the secretaries of the Conference, 
shall have full power to try the case; and their decision shall be final, 
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save as to the right of appeal; Provided, always, that the accused shall, 
upon good grounds alleged, be allowed to challenge five in a committee of 
nine, or seven in a committee of thirteen, and in the same ratio. And 
the said committee shall make a faithful report to the Secretary of the 
Conference in writing, and deliver up to him the whole record of the 
case, with the decision rendered.” 

Page 128, strike out Question 4th, and insert : 

“When a traveling preacher is under report of indulging improper 
tempers, words, or actions, he shall be reprehended,” etc. 

Page 129, 3d line from the top, strike out all the paragraph after 
the word ‘ connection.” 

Page 129, strike out Question 5, and insert : 

“‘ When any traveling preacher shall be under report of holding and 
disseminating publicly or privately, doctrines which are contrary to our 
Articles of Religion, let the same process,”’ ete. 

Page 129, strike out Question 6, and on page 130 strike out the 
Answer thereto down to and including the word “ case” in the 7th line, 
and insert : 

“When a traveling preacher is under report of being so unacceptable, 
inefficient, or secular, as to be no longer useful in his work, the Confer- 
ence shall investigate the case,” etc. 

Page 131, strike out all from the word “to” in the 10th line from 
the top down to the word “preserve” in the 16th line; also strike out 
the word “ minutes” in the 17th line. 

Page 132, Ist line on the top, after the word ‘“ Conference,’’ insert: 
«« There shall be a committee appointed, consisting of one Delegate from 
each Annual Conference, who, in the presence of a Bishop, and one or 
more of the secretaries of the General Conference, shall have full power 
to try the case ; and their decision shall be final. And the said .commit- 
tee shall make a faithful report to the Secretary of the General Confer- 
ence, in writing, and deliver up to him the whole record of the case, 
with the decision rendered. But any member of the committee may be 
excused from serving on any appeal. when he has been a member of the 
committce that first tried the case.” 

Page 132, 8th line from the bottom, change the word “ Conference” 
to “committee.” 

Page 135, strike out ‘Section 2,” the heading following, and Ques- 
tion 2, and insert: 2 : 


~ « Snorion 8.—Of the Trial of Local Preachers. 


“ When a local preacher is under report of being guilty of some crime 


126 JOURNAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF [ May, 


expressly forbidden in the word of God, the preacher having charge,” 
étc.—making this the first paragraph in the Section. 

Page 135, strike out Question 1, and the first four words of the Answer, 
and insert : 

‘When a local preacher is under report of being guilty of improper 
tempers, words, or actions, he,” ete. 

Page 138, strike out “Section 3,” and the heading following; Ques- 
tion 1 and Answers thereto; Question 2 and Answers thereto; and on 
page 142, 3d line from the bottom, strike out Question 3, and all of 
Answer 1 down to “him,” 8th line from the bottom of page 143, and 
insert : 


“ Srotion 4.—Of the Trial of Members. 


“When a member of the Church is under report of being guilty of 
some crime expressly forbidden in the word of God, the preacher having 
charge shall appoint a committee of three discreet members, who shall 
investigate the report, and if they judge a trial to be necessary, they 
shall appoint: one of their number to prepare a bill of charges and speci- 
fications, and also to prosecute the case. . Upon the presentation of such 
bill of charges, the preacher shall appoint a committee of not less than 
five nor more than thirteen, who shall have full power to try the case; 
and if the accused be found guilty by the decision of a majority of the 
committee, and the crime be such as is expressly forbidden in the word 
of God, let the preacher declare him expelled. Nevertheless, the preacher 
may, at his discretion, bring the case before the whole Church for 
trial. . 

“A copy of the charge and specifications shall be delivered to the 
accused a. sufficient length of time before the trial, to enable him to make 
all necessary preparations for his defense; and in the case of trial before 
a committee, he shall be allowed, upon good reasons alleged, to challenge 
two in a committee of five, and in like ratio for any other number. 

«The preacher in charge shall preside at the trial, and decide all 
questions of law appertaining to or growing out of the case.” 
- Page 145, strike out Answer 4. 

Page 137, 11th line from the top, after the word “ Conference,” 
insert ‘by a committee.” 

The committee recommend the Conference to adopt the following 
resolutions : 

Resolved, That a Special Committee of Three be appointed at this 
General Conference to rearrange the Book of Discipline, and to report 
their reirrangement to the next General Conference. 


yy 
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Resolved, That the Book Editor be, and is hereby, instructed to incor- 
porate the foregoing emendations into the next edition of the Discipline. 
Respectfully submitted. 


Tuomas O. Summers, Chairman. 
New Orleans, April 21, 1866. 


REPORT NO. 7 OF THE COMMITTEE ON REVISAL. 


‘The Committee on Revisal submit their Report No. 7. 

In regard to the resolution of J. Stacy and H. A. ©. Walker, asking 
that the first Restrictive Rule be made more definite in reference to 
standards of doctrine, the committee do not coacur with the proposal. 

They do not think it advisable to adopt the resolution of R. K. Har- 
grove and H. N. McTyeire in reference tostatistics ; nor the suggestion of 
A. L. P. Greenasto cards of membership; nor the resolution of Levi Pearce 
in regard to licensing applicants to preach; nor the resolutions of W, W. 
Bennett in reference to ordination of Local Preachers; nor the resolution 
of J. E. Edwards on publishing General Conference resolutions in the 
Discipline ; nor that of W. C. Johnsoa in reference to the examination of 
licentiates and deacons in their studies by Presiding Hlders; nor those of 
H. H. Montgomery in reference to making superannuated preachers and 
trustees members of Quarterly Conferences, and in reference to Secre- 
taries of Quarterly Conferences. 

In regard to the resolution of J. 8. Key, the committee do not concur, 
but they think it important that the Secretaries of Annual Conferences 
should be specially careful in reference to statistical records. 

The committee beg leave to transfer the resolution of T. L. Boswell to 
the committee on the Support of the Ministry. 

They report that what in the resolutions of J. H. Evans and EH. HL 
Myers, has not been anticipated by previous action, is inexpedient. 

Trey do not recommendsthe proposal in the resolution of C. F. Deems 
and A. M. Shipp to omit Section 1 and 2 of Chapter i., Part 1, of the 
Discipline, but they do recommend that the Book Editor be instructed, 
by the adoption of this Report, to substitute “Church” for “ Society” 
where it occurs in the Discipline as representing the idea of “Church.” 

In regard to the resolution of J. 8. Kennedy, asking for the insertion 
in the Discipline of a Form for Dedicating Churches, they recommend 
that the committee on the reiirrangement of the Discipline, called for by 
previous action, be instructed, i, by the adoption of this Report, to prepare 
such Form. 

The-resolution of H. F. Jokison i in reference to ordinations, has been 
anticipated by previous action. 
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- In regard to the resolution of B. Jones, they recommend that after 
the word “five,” on page 254 ofthe Discipline, there be added the words, 
“(who shall elect their own chairman, secretary, and treasurer.” 

They ask leave to transfer the resolution of J. W. Glenn to the Com- 
mittee on Infant Church Membership. 

They do not recommend the appending of proof-texts to the Articles of 
Religion, as proposed in the resolution of A. Davidson. 

Previous action precludes the necessity of reporting on the paper on 
questions in Annual Conferences, submitted by E. H. Myers. 

In regard to various papers on the business of Quarterly Conferences, 
the committee recommend the = to adopt the Bigs oe amend- 
ment of the Discipline : 

On page 57 of the Discipline, after Answer 6 to Question 4, insert : 

‘‘ Let the following order of business be observed in the papier Con- 
ferences : 

“After the opening services let the roll be called, as the following 
inquiries be made: 

“1, Are there any complaints or appeals? 

“<2. Istherea written report of the number and state of Sunday-schools, 
and of the pastoral instruction of children? 

“3, Are there any recommendations: (1.) For license to preach or 
exhort? (2.) For admission into the traveling connection? (8.) Of 
local preachers for deacons’ or elders’ orders ? 

“4. Are there any applications for renewal of license ? 

“5, What is doing for the cause of missions ? 

“6. What is the general state of the Church? 

“ Let the answer to this question embrace, in a written report, the 
number baptized, or in any other way added to the Chureh, died, removed, 
withdrawn, and expelled, during the present quarter. 

“7, What amount has been raised the present quarter for the support of 
the ministry, and how has it been applied ? 
. 8, What amounts have been raised for other benevolent enterprises of 
the Church ? 

“9, Is there any miscellaneous business ? 

“10. Where shall the next quarterly meeting he held ? 

“At the fourth quarterly meeting let the report of trustees be called 
for.” 

This Report completes the action of the committee on all the papers 
referred to them. They ask the Conference to adopt the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the Book Hditor be, and is hereby, instructed to 
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conform the new edition of the Discipline to the changes proposed in 
this Report. Respectfully submitted. 


Tuomas O. Summers, Chairman. 
New Orleans, April 26, 1866. ‘ 


Bishop Harly made an affecting Address to the Conference, closing 
with the presentation of a paper, which was read, as follows : 


BELOVED BRETHREN OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE : 

I am about to submit a request which I am sure you will understand 
does not proceed from any diminution of zeal and devotion to the holy 
work in which I have been, by the blessing of God, so long allowed 
humbly to engage. I am still willing to perform any duties which may 
demand my attention by your request. JI am not ignorant of the fact, 
that the responsibilities and toils of the regular work of the Episcopacy 
must, in the next four years, seriously tax the strength of much younger 
men than myself; and when I am urged by my best friends to take into 
consideration the propriety of asking for a relation similar to that you 
have so kindly granted to Bishop Andrew, I must appreciate their kind 
feelings and calmly weigh their consideration for myself which they so 
generously illustrate. 

In deference to the judgment oP my friends, I therefore very respect- 
fully ask that I be allowed to travel at will throughout the work and 
visit the Churches and perform such Episcopal work as may be needed 
at my hands. 

Brethren, if I regarded this step as in anywise sundering, even in the 
least, the hallowed ties that bind me to you and to that glorious field of 
labor on which I expect to die, but from which nothing could induce me 
to retire for any selfish end, even my best friends could not persuade me 
to take it. But at the same time that I make this request, I wish to be 
understood as unabated in zeal for Christ. and his Church, ready to live 
or to die for his name’s sake. 

God bless you, brethren, and make you in love perfect, in labors abun- 

‘dant, and in his service crown your work with success ! 


JoHN HARLY. 
New Orleans, May 3, 1866. 


On motion of W. A. Smith, 

Resolved, That the College of Bishops be, and they are hereby, re- 
quested soto arrange their work that Bishop Early may be at liberty to 
travel through the Connection at his option; and as in the case of 
Bishops Soule and Andrew, be released from the responsibility of 

_ supervising any particular Episcopal District. 
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' The following resolutions were offered by-C. K. Marshall, and adopted 
by a rising vote : 

Ist. Resolved, That we deeply appreciate the feelings of our. beloved 
and venerable Bishop Harly, in askiug for the relation he has solicited at 
our hands, and beg to assure him of the high esteem in which we hold 
his long and valuable services, and to express the hope that he will con- 
tinue to bless the Church of his choice and affections with his godly 
counsels and faithful ministrations. 

2d. Resolved, That we cordially invite Bishop Harly to visit us at the 
sessions of Conferences, and other parts of our great field of toil, ek 
ever it may be convenient for him to do so. 

3d. Resolved, That we will follow*our venerable Bishop with our 
fervent prayers, earnestly invoking the blessing of Divine Grace upon 
himself and his family, that the evening of his life may be filled with 
sustaining comforts and holy peace. 

Bishop Early took the chair. 

Bishop Andrew addressed the Conference in regard to its labors, 
approving the extension of the pastorate and lay-representation, expressing 
a desire that a Bishop should be sent to California, counseling harmony and 
zealous codperation in carrying out the action of the Conference, and 
taking an affectionate leave of the members of this body. 

The following resolution was offered, but not adopted : 

Resolved, That this General Conference proceed to the election of an 
additional General Superintendent, and that our Bishops be requested 
to consecrate him before leaving New Orleans. 


J. G. JONES, 
A. L. P. Green. 


The Bishops having been requested to give an official decision as to 
what is meant by the word “ complaints,” in the question asked in Quar- 
terly Conferences, ‘‘Are there any complaints?” Bishop Pierce, in 
behalf of the College of Bishops, answered, that they consider that the 
word ‘‘complaints” includes cases of official neglect in the officers of the 
Church responsible to the: Quarterly Conferences, and grievances 
growing out of non-payment of debt and cases of arbitration. 

The Committee on Hducation submitted Report No. 2, which was ead 
and adopted, as follows :-— 


REPORT NO. 2 OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 


Wuereas, the Phonetic system is in competition with other and long 
recognized systems of instruction; and whereas, the memorialist petitions 
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the General Conference to lend its sanction to a particular system by 
substituting a Phowetie Bible ; therefore, 

Beiolved 1. That the atlied do not consider it Within their province 
to pass a critical judgment on the comparative merits of different modes of 
instruction, . 

2. That the committee respectfully decline to recommend to the: 
General Conference to grant the prayer of the memorialist. 

D. 8S. DoGeert, Chairman. 

New Orleans, April, 1866. 

Report No. 1 of the Committee on Education was taken up, the part 
referring to the Course of Stuly was withdrawn, and tae Report was 
adopted, as follows :— 


REPORT NO. 1 OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 


The Cemmittee on Education have had thesubject, which was referred 
to them, under careful consideration, in the various aspects in which they 
felt themselves required to view it. Convinced of its unquestionable 
claims upon the attention of the Church, at all times, but especially in the 
present age, and at the present moment, they have addressed themselves 
to their inquiries with all the fidelity they could command, and to all the 
sources of information accessible to them ; and the conclusions to which 
they have arrived they herewith submit for the approval and adoption of 
the General Conference. 

They deem it utterly needless to urge upon this enlightened body either 
the importance or the responsibilities of an enterprise acknowledged to be 
se inseparably connected with the interests of Christianity as the moral 
and intellectual culture of the rising generation within the range of 
our influence as a Christian denomination. You are fully alive, we doubt | 
not, to the vital character of this great question. There is reason, how- 
ever, to apprehend that the value of it, as an instrument of religion, and 
as an engine of ecclesiastical power and progress, is not adequately appre- 
ciated by the mass of our people. It behooves us, therefore, in the 
capacity in which we are now assembled, to give to them no indistinct 
utterance of our convictions, and to invoke them to fulfill the errand of 
the Church in this department of her usefulness. For, whatever prin- 
ciples we adept, er whatever schemes we project, are dependent for 
complete success upon the codperation, not ofa few, but upon the 

collective resources of our entire membership. If once they could be 
fully enlisted, our achievements in this respect would correspond with 
the wants of the times, and Methodism in our hands would be invested 
witha subsidiary force which we ail feel it sadly needs.. Those resources, 
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if developed, will be equal to all the necessities of the occasion. Let us, 
therefore, solemnly avow, as the judgment of the General Conference, 
that an elevated anda well-directed system of literary culture, under 
the blessing of God, is second only to the direct agencies of the Gospel, 
in the improvement of our race; that, associated with, and under the 
sanctions of, the Gospel, it is the most potent means for advancing the 
Kingdom of Christ; and that a Church which neglects, or feebly and 
fitfully uses its mighty appliances, is suicidal of itself. The Church must 
keep pace with the intellectual movement of society; nay, she must lead 
the van, or, by an inexorable law, the momentum of the accelerated current 
will, in coming years, sweep from her altars myriads of worshipers. It 
is impossible to exaggerate the magnitude of this subject, particularly in 
the relations in whieh, in the providence of God, we now stand to it. 
Emerging with conscious life and with quickened energies from the 
wreek and the ruin of our fortunes; about to commence a new era in 
our history, and to shape our destinies for an indefinite future, all our 
plans should be dictated by a wide and comprehensive survey of every, 
legitimate element of growth within our reach. Never before were we 
placed upon a platform upon which were collected so prophetically the 
materials with which to adjust the Church for posterity, and to produce 
a salutary impression upon it. If they be not as abundant as we might 
desire, the intensity of their influence compensates for their scarcity. To 
be recreant now, is to forfeit our hold upon the world of mind, and to 
imperil the gathered treasures of truth and experience committed to our 
trust. 

But there is a peculiar obligation devolved upon us to furnish our 
quota of Christian literature to the age in which we live. <A great 
struggle for the integrity of the faith is impending in this country. Acute 
and cultivated minds, endowed with the accomplishments and sustained 
by the prestige of high literary attainments, are throwing the suspicions 
of doubt upon the very foundations of revealed religion, and the subtlety 
of the poison is diffusing itself by scientific lectures, and by the. 
productions of the press, into the popular mind. Free as the Southern 
people have hitherto been from the infection, we cannot hope to avoid it 
much longer. ‘These issues between truth and error are inevitable. And 
as error has taken the field in the guise of science and literature, the 
Church must fortify herself with weapons drawn from the same armory. 
She must supply herself with all the advantages of a thorough know- 
ledge of the means of defense, and protect her youth from the contagion — 
of indigenous and imported skepticism. This momentous reason for 
activity in the support of literary institutions, under the patronage of the 
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Church, must be apparent to every intelligent observer of the signs of 
the times. And not only the progress of learning and the credit of the 
Church, but the emergencies of this severe conflict, demand the highest 
professional ability in our faculties, and the best attainable scholarship in 
our pupils. 

The investigations of the committee have disclosed, on a large seale, 
one of the most painful events of the recent war. The cause of educa- 
tion amongst us has suffered a terrible calamity. The past four years 
have been almost an entire blank in the annals of our educational efforts. 
Previously to that period, as our statistics show, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, had multiplied her schoo!s and colleges, for both sexes, 
with commendable zeal, over the vast extent of her territory, from the 
Pacific to the Atlantic Oceans, and from her Northern boundary to the 
Gulf of Mexico; in whose halis our youth were regularly receiving the 
benefits of scholastic training, entering and returning in brilliant succes- 
sion. The late social convulsions interrupted and arrested the march of 
letters amongst us, and threw back their advancement a whole generation. 
The joss of four years in the formative period of life, has created an 
irreparable chasm in the improvement of the youth of the Southern 
States. Professors, teachers, students, were withdrawn from the seats of 
learning; their halls were vacated; text-hooks and apparatus were aban- 
doned, endowments lost, and patronsimpoverished. Only here and there 
a few maintained a precarious existence. Since the termination of the 
unsuccessful struggle of the South, many of these institutions have 
resumed their operations, but with diminished facilities, and are endea- 
voring, as fast as possible, to indemnify their past misfortunes. It is 
gratifying to observe the vitality which they display, and the vigor with 
which they are laboring to regain their furmer prosperity; and the com- 
mittee are firmly persuaded that, under the fostering care of: the Church, 
these blessed fountains of knowledge will again send forth their salutary 
streams, to refresh and to beautify the desert produced by the catastrophe 
of war. It will require, however, our united strength to restore them te 
their previous efficiency. But we must meet the emergency with an unfal- 
tering purpose, and rise with determined might to the difficult yet hopeful 
task which lies before us. 

In view of this dismal dilapidation, and also of what now appears to 
have been an unfortunate error, the committee believe that it is the true 
policy of the General Conference to discourage the unnecessary multipli- 
eationof institutionsof learning for the future, and to insist upou the ample 
support and patronage of such as we already have; persuaded that the 
eause of souad learning can be bettersubserved by increasing the number 
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of students at given centers, and by more thoroughly endowing schools of 
every grade. What we have lost by diffusion, and what we eannot hope 
to achieve, under present disabilities, by division, we should endeavor to 
gain by concentration. By this economieal process we will gradually 

“recover our ground, consolidate our scattered capabilities, and rebuild the 
superstructure of our greatness in the land. 

The subject of education, in a specific form, was brought to the notice 
of the committee by that portion of the Episcopal Address which was 
referred to thém, and which is expressed in the following words: 

‘¢ We specially bring to your attention the importanee of an Institute 
for the proper training of young preachers. That we should make some 
proper arrangements for the more thorough training of our young men 
before they are received into the Conferenecs and sent forth to minister ~ 
in the Church of Christ, appears to us to be so obvious as to need no argu- 
ment to prove it. It behooves us to take this matter into serious and 
immediate consideration, and secure to the Church the invaluable advan- 
tages which the provisions we suggest ean only supply.” 

This recommendation, emanating from that honored body of men whose 
high position and jealous concern for the interests of the Church always 
entitle their opinions to respect and confidence, was hailed by the com- 
mittee with delight. It is as creditable to them as it is the announcement 
of a great truth. It is the oracular exponent of the mind of the 
Church. Jt expresses, in terms equally concise and perspicuous, the 
actual necessity and the almost universal sentiment of Southern Method- 
ists, and therefore relieves the committee from the labor of extended 
argumentation on the subject. To this point the convictions of preachers 
and people, with various alternations and conflicts of opinion, have been 

tending for years. The plausibilities and the prejudices that opposed it, 
have finally yielded to the stern logic of incontestible evidence, and the 
victory has been won by the historic development of inherent causes. 
The time has therefere fully come when decided action in this direction is 
not only possible and practicable, but positively imperative. The course of 
events—in other words; the order of Divine Providence—has made the 
issue, and we cannot evade it without recoil and retrogression. It is 
perfectly manifest that some response to this demand, on the part of the 
General Conference, is required by an authority which it would be perilous 
to disobey. The spectacle constantly presenting itself to us, is the dis- 
parity between the average intellectual acquisitions of our young ministers 
and those of the people whom they are sent to serve ; a state of things pro- 
duced by the unequal advantages enjoyed by the larger portion of the 
youth of the country, and those who usually offer themselves for admission 
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into the ministry. The existence of this fact is conceded, and no dog- 
matic reasons can reconcile the contrariety to which we refer, or answer the 
questions which it raises. A consciousness of intellectual superiority in 
the people over the ministry will engender a feeling of dissatisfaction 
and disgust, which cannot fail to dissolve those invisible bonds which 
settle the relations of ministers and congregations in despite of all con- 
ventional regulations. 

In all these views there is no pretermission of the fundamental 
doctrine of a Divine call to the ministry and a spiritual preparation for it. 
We subordinate every conceivable plan of ministerial improvement to 
this principle. It is on this that we are to engraft all our methods. If 
we could not do it, it would be a thousand times better to dispense with 
them altogether, than to isyert the constitution of the Christian ministry 
as established by Jesus Christ. But both are perfectly harmonious, and 
it is their due proportion which is demanded. Shall we fulfill this just 
requisition, or perpetrate the paradox of attempting to obey the will of 
God by violating the designs of his providence? The reply admits of 
no equivocation. 

Again, it is not proposed to infract, by any such provision, our rules 
of reception into our Conferences. It is not proposed to make a certain 
course of theclogical education in a Biblical Institute indispensable to 
admission into the ministry. It is designed to furnish sufficient meaus of 
instruction to all candidates who may voluntarily use them, while at the 
same time we erect some common standard of excellence to which all 
must come whom we invest with ministerial functions. The committee 
are of opinion that this disciplinary standard should be so elevated that 
none shall be admitted into the ministry who do not possess well-defined 
ideas of the doctrines and polity of the Church, a ready and accurate 
use of their vernacular language, and a thorough knowledge of all those 
ordinary branches of education which -bear directly upon their pulpit 
performances. Those who may not enjoy the benefits conferred by a 
Biblical Institute, should be peremptorily required to reach this common 
standard before their admission; while those who do enjoy them, are at 
liberty to go beyond it, and thus leave the operation of the new arrange- 
ment to the tide of enlightened influence flowing into the Church. 

Ta consistency with these modifications, the course of study prescribed 
for those who have been admitted into the ministry shouldbe propor- 
tionably. advanced and rigid each successive year. It should, in the 
judgment of the committee, be revised and adjusted to the proposed 
plan, “and none should be graduated to orders in ‘the Church who shall 
not have been recommended by the examining committees. 
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The committee unanimously concur with the Bishops in their Address, 
that there should be an Institute for the training of young preachers, 
possessing in itself all the facilities for ministerial education. They 
would rejoice to see the day when this ideal could be realized. But they 
regard such an enterprise impracticable in the present condition of the 
country, and the attempt to execute it as involving a delay which they are 
not willing torisk. We should inaugurate some plan for immediate opera- 
tion, which will substitute, as far as possible, a perfected system; an ap- 
proximation to which they believe to be attainable without the erection of 
new buildings, and without exhausting drafts upon our people. Let there 
be, therefore, associated with our Colleges, not Biblical Chairs, but Biblical 
Schools, properly so-called, fully organized, comprising instruction in the 
original languages of the Scriptures, in ecclesiastical history, in Biblical 
criticism and hermeneutics, in dogmatic and practical theology, and in 
homiletics and pastoral duties. Young men passing through a part or 
the whole of a college curriculum, would thus have direct access to these 
schoels, and the faculties and libraries of our colleges would, in a great 
degree, subserve the present wants of the Church. Let our people be 
exhorted to sustain these schools, so as to enable indigent young men to 
pursue their studies in them; and let the officers of these schools be 
required to adopt measures to prevent the intrusion of improper persons 
into them. By these means the Church will be able, forthwith, to 
commence the good work, lay the foundation of a maturer system, should 
it be desired, and carry the fruits of the experiment into complete insti- 
tutions hereafter to be established. 

On the whole subject of education, both literary and biblical, the com- 
mittee offer the following resolutions: 

1. That we regard education, in adios as an indispensable part of our 
vocation as a Church. 

2. That in order the more effectually to promote it, in the present finan- 
cial prostration of the country, within our bounds, it is the wisest policy to 
sustain existing institutions of learning among us, and not to establish 
new ones, unless in cases of the most obvious propriety. 

3. That more than ever the highest grade of instruction should be 
secured, combined with the constant inculeation of evangelical religion. 
_ 4. That the period has fully arrived when itis the duty of the Church 
to provide specific means for the education of young preachers. 

5. That in accordance with the suggestions of the Bishops, in their 
Address to the General Conference, we recommend the establishment of an 
Institute for that purpose. 

6. That it is at this time most texpedient that Biblical Schools be estab- 
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lished in connection with the Colleges which are under the control of the 
Annual Conferences. 

7. That the following clause be added to Answer 2d, Question Ist, 
Section 8th, Chapter 2d, Page 71, of the Discipline, commencing after 
the word ‘ mission’’; ‘“ Nor shall a vote be taken upon the admission of any 
candidate who shall not have passed an’approved examination upon the 
course of study prescribed by the Bishops, before a committee appointed 
by the Conference for the purpose.” 

8. That Answer 2d, Question 2d, Chapter 2d, on page 74 of the Dis- 
cipline, shall read as follows: ‘Before any preacher shall be admitted 
into full connection, or ordained deacon or elder, he shall have passed an 
approved examination upon the course of study prescribed by the Bishops 
for candidates for the ministry. The examining committees shall be 
appointed by the several Annual Conferences, and shall hold their office 
for four years ; and in no case shall a vote be taken to elect any one to 
deacons’ or elders’ orders until he shall have been recommended by the 
examining committee.” 

Respectfully submitted. 
4 D. 8. Doggett, Chairman. 

New Orieans, April 26, 1866. 


The Conference then proceeded to determine the place and time of the 
next session. 

Memphis, St. Louis, Louisville, Covington and Newport were severally 
nominated as the place. Memphis was chosen as the’place, and the first 
Wednesday in May, 1870, as the time, of the next session of the General 
Conference. 

S. Register obtained shea to withdraw the Tapes on Infant Church 
Membership. 

Resolutions of thanks to citizens and pastors of Churches in Nek Orleans ; 
railroad and steamboat companies, for remission or reduction of fare to 
the Delegates; Bishops and Secretaries of Conference ; the Sexton, and 
Mr. Cannon, who attended to letters, etc. ; were offered by ©. F. Deems, 
H. AA C. Walker, and J. C. Keener, and adopted with rising votes. 

Bishop Pierce announced Bishop MecTyeire, T. O. Summers and A. 
L. P. Green as the committee to reiirrange the Discipline. 

The following resolutions were then offered and adopted :— 

WuerEAs, the Hon. Russell Houston and the Hon. John S. Brien, of 
Tennessee, have, by their faithful legal services in behalf of our Pub- 

lishing House, brought us under special obligations to them; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Book Agent be, and is hereby, instructed to prepare 
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with suitable inscription a handsome Family Bibleand Hymn Book, and 
present them in the name of this General Conference. 
8S. WATSON, 
A. H. ReprForp. 


Resolved, That a commission, consisting of five members of this body 
and two Bishcps, be appointed to confer with a commission, if one be 
appointed, from the General Conference of the Methodist Protestant 
Church, now in session in Georgetown, D. C., on the subject of union 
between the Methodist Protestant Church and the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, with power to settle terms of union. 

Bishops Pierce and McTyeire, C. F. Deems, J. H. Evans, S. Register, 
N. Head and L. M. Lee were appointed said committee. 

The Minutes were read and approved. The Conference then united 
in singing a part of the 259th Hymn, and in prayer led by Bishop Pierce, 
and then adjourned with the benediction by Bishop Harly. 

Thus closed the Fifth General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. 

JOSHUA SOULE, 

JAMES O. ANDREW, 

ROBERT PAINE, 

GEORGE F. PIERCE, 

JOHN EARLY, 
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Christian Advocate, 70, 
Christian Union Church, 14, 49—51. 
Church Architecture, 36, 38. 
Church Evangelist, 31, 90. 
Church-meetings, 96—100. 
Church, Reception into the, 36, 96, 97, 100. 
Circuits, etc., uniting and dividing, 120. 
Circulation of the Holy Scriptures, Committee and Reports on, 11, 35, 88—42. 
Closed doors, sitting in Conference with, 117. 
Colored People, Reports on, to wit:— 
No. 1. On Education of Colored Children, 89. 
No. 2. On Colored Members, 38, 58, 59. 
No. 8. On African M. E. Church, ete., 65, 66. 
No. 4. On African M. E, Church, 738. 
Colored Preachers, ordination of, 123. 
Columbia Conference, 86, 115. \ 
Commission on Union with the Méthodist Protestant Church, 188. 
Committees on Character, 117. 
Committees, to wit :— 
On Books and Periodicals, 11, 12, 18, 22. 
On Boundaries, 11, 12, 18, 22. 
On Centenary of American Methodism, 24, 32. 
On Changes of Economy, 14, 28, 28, 29, 82, 37. 
On Circulation of the Holy Scriptures, 11, 38. 
On Correspondence with other Churches, 14. 
On Education, 11, 12, 18, 22, 82. 
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On Episcopacy, 11, 12, 13, 22, 32. 
On Infant Church Membership, 382, 33, 34. 
On Itinerancy, 11, 12, 18, 22. 
On Lay-representation, 63 
On Missions, 11, 12, 138, 22. 
On Public Worship, 11. 
On Publishing Proceedings, 11. 
On Reception of Members into the Church, 91, 92. 
On Religious Instruction of Colored People, 11, 12, 18, 22. 
On Revisal, 11, 12, 18, 22. 
On Sunday-schools, 11, 12, 18, 22. 
On Support of the Bishops, 111. 
_ On Support of the Ministry, 29, 32. 
On Union with the Methodist Protestant Church, 138. 
To prepare a Catechism to print in the Discipline, 118. 
To prepare a Series of Catechisms, 82. 
To reirrange the Discipline, 126, 187. 
Complaints in Quarterly Conferences, 58, 100, 180. 
Convention of the Church, 43. 
Correspondence with other Churches, 49. 


Daizy Christian Advocate, 11, 21, 22. 

Deacons’ Orders, probation for, 121, 122. 

Dedication of Churches, Form of, 58, 116, 127. 
Delegates elect to the General Conferences of 1862 and 1866, 3—6, 63, 
Depositories, Book, 71. 

Discipline, Commentary on, 42. 

Discipline, reiirrangement of, 126. 

District Conferences, 43, 49, 62. 

Districts, size of, 36. 

Doggett, David S., elected and ordained Bishop, 74, 87. 
Doggett, George F., Appeal of, 31, 46, 48. 


Earty, Bishop, placed on the retired list, 129, 130. 
Bast Texas Conference boundaries, 86, 115. 
Editor, General, election of, 75. 
Editors of Annual Conference papers, 75. 
Education, Committee on, 11, 14, 18, 22, 32. 
Education, Reports on, to wit:— 
No. 1. On Literary and Biblical Education, 76, 77, 181—137. 
Minority Report on do., 106. : 
No. 2. On the Phonetic System, 130, 131.. 
Elders’ Orders, probation for, 121, 122. 
Episcopacy, Committee on, 11, 12, 18, 22, 32. 
Episcopacy, Reports on, to wit:— 
No. 1. On strengthening the Episcopal College, 39, 44, 71, 72. 
No. 2. On the Episcopal Administration, 48. 
_ No. 8. On the application of Bishop Andrew to be placed on the retired 
list, 60. 3 
No. 4. On Support of the Bishops, 110, 111. 
Episcopal Decisions, 42, 117. 
Episcopal Districts, 62, 71. 
Extension of the Pastoral Term, 30, 61, 62, 1083—110. 


Fasr-pays, how to be observed, 118. . 

Financial Secretary’s Report, and plan for publishing books, etc., 21, 25, 66. 
Florida Conference boundaries, 28, 113. 

Form of receiving members, 96, 97, 100, 116. 
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Gunpra Conference papers, 70. 

General Conference, place and time of next session of, 187. 
General Conference resolutions, publication of, 58, 127. 
Georgia Conference boundaries, 28, 112, 118. 

Georgia Conference Delegates, 30. 

Germans in Texas, concerning, 43, 88. 

Green, A. L. P., Memorial of, 24, 29. 


Houston Conference action, 31, 47, 64, 75, 76. 
Holston Conference Journal censured, 94. 
Houston and Brien, Hon. Messrs., resolution concerning, 137, 138. 


Inrant Church Membership, Committee and Report on, 32—84, 59, 83, 137. 
Itinerancy, Committee on, 11, 12, 18, 22. 
Itinerancy, Reports on, to wit :— 
No. 1. On the division of the Alabama Conference, 23. 
No. 2. On voting in Quarterly Conferences by ballot for licensing 
preachers, etc., 64, 100. 
No. 8. On Complaints in Quarterly Conferences, 64, 100. 
No. 4. On certain acts of the Holston Conference, 64. 
No. 5. On the location of W. F. Parker, 75, 76. 
No. 6. On departures from the rule of appointing preachers during the 
war, 76. 
No. 7. On the Journals of the Annual Conferences, 93—96. 


Kansas Mission Conference, absorption of, 82, 85, 114, 115. 
Kentucky Conference boundaries, 33. 
Kentucky Conference Journal censured, 94. 


Lapins’ entertainment at City Park, 76, 86, 92. 

Laying on hands in baptism, 119. 

Lay-representation, Committee on, 638. 
Lay-representation, Report on, 69, 108—110. 
Lay-representation, resolutions on, 30, 31, 47, 62, 68, 69. 
Lexington, communication of colored people of, 24, 65, 66. 
Little Rock Conference, 90, 114. 

Local Preachers, trial of, 125, 126. 

Located Preachers, provision concerning, 123. 

Lord’s Supper, rule on, 118. 

Louisville Conference Journal and action censured, 98, 95. 
Louisville Convention of Preachers in 1864, 25, 90, 91. 
Love-feasts, 98. 


Marvin, Enoch M., elected and ordained Bishop, 74, 87 

McTyeire, Holland N., elected and ordained Bishop, 74, 87. 

Members of the Church, reception of, 96, 97, 100. > 
Members of the Church, trial of, 126. ” 
Members of the General Conference, 7,, 8. 

Memphis.and Arkansas Christian Advocate, 28, 75. 

Memphis Conference Journal and action censured, 938, 94. 

Memphis, seat of next General Conference, 137. 

Methodist Protestant Church, union with, 25, 50, 51, 138. 

Minutes of Conferences, 63, 64. 

Missionary Board, resolution of, 25. 

Missionary Secretary’s Report, 14, 21. 

Missionary Society debt, 57, 60, 61. 

Missions, Committee on, 11, 12, 18, 22. 
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Missions, Reports on, to wit :— 


No. 1. On Foreign ea Domestic Boards, 37, 44, 45, 52—56, 75, 85, 92. 

No. 2. On Domestic, German, Indian, and China Missions, Annual Con-" 
ference Foreign Missions, etc., 44. 

No. 8. On the same officers for both Boards, 51. 


No. 4. On Missionary Society debt, 60, 61. aes 


Mobile Conference boundaries, 113. 
Montgomery Conference boundaries, 113. 
Monthly Church Conferences, 28. 

Music in Sunday-schools, 47, 80, 82, 88. 


Name of the Church, 32, 43, 73, 75, 83—86, 88, 106, 107. 
New Orleans Depository, 71. 

Newspapers, Annual Conference, 75. 

New York Conference, correspondence with, 42. 

New York East Conference, correspondence with, 26. 
North-west Texas Conference boundaries, 86, 115. 


& 


Orprnation of four Bishops, 87. 
Oregon, Conference in, 25, 86, 115. 


Paciric Conference boundaries, 86, 115. 

Pacific Conference Journal censured, 94. 

Pastorate, extension of, 30, 61, 62, 108—110. 

Pierce, Lovick, papers of, 88, 35, 47, 121, 123. 

Pierce, Lovick, requested to address the Conference, 62. 
Prayer-meetings, 98. 

President, Bishops to wait on the, 34. 

Presidents of Conferences, 120. 

Publishing proceedings, 21, 22. | 


QuartmRLy Conferences, 28, 128. 
Questions to Candidates for the Itinerancy, 122. 


Rearrangement of the Discipline, 126, 137. 
Reception of members, Report en, 96, 97. 
Reception of ministers from other Churches, 122, 
Restoration to the ministry and membership, 119. 
Restrictive Rules, 28, 117, 127. 

Revisal, Reports on, to wit :— 


~ 


No. 1. Ona called General Conference, 32, 116. 

No. 2. On the Sunday Service, increase ‘of Stewards, first proviso in 
Restrictive Rule 6, reports of numbers baptized and in Sunday-schools, 
etc., 35, 116—118. 

No. 38. On Fast-day services, certificates of membership, suspension 
from and restoration to the ministry and membership, changes in 
Ritual, 43, 118—120. 

No. 4. On Presidents of Conferences, uniting and dividing cheng 
sundry changes and omissions in the Discipline, 43, 120, 121. 

No. 5. On sundry memorials and resolutions calling for changes in the 
Discipline, ‘not recommended, and shortening the probation for dea- 
cons’ and elders’ orders, and on the reception of ministers from other 
Churches, 47, 121, 122. 

No. 6. On the 28d Article, questions to candidates for full connection in 

i ye ministry, on Church. trials, papers of L. Pierce, etc., 59, 122—127. 

No. 7. Ona Form for Dedicating Churches, Oust aem Conference busi- 
nes and sundry resolutions, 76, 127, 128. 


f 


Ring, Marriage, 119, 120. 
Rio Grande Conference Journal and action cenedteee 94, 


as 
. 
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Ritual for Sunday-schools, 78, 82. 
Ritual, publication of, 116. $ 
Rules of Conference, il. 


o% 


SEATING congregations, 83, 121. 

_ Secretaries of General Conference, 10, 21. 

~ Secretaries of Mission Boards, 75, 85. 

Sections of Discipline, omission of, 118, 121, 127, 
Society to be exchanged for Church, 127. 

Soule, Bishop, 11, 42. 

Southern University, 33. 

Standing Committees, 13. ; a 
Statistical Secretaries, 28, 30, 127. : %, 
Statistics, when to be procured by presiding elders, 123. hae 
Stewards, increase of, 117. 

St. Louis Conference boundaries, 85, 36, 85, 114. 

Sunday-school Books and Visitor, 70, 80, 82, 83. 

Sunday-schools, Committee and Report on, ge 12, 18, 22, 60, 77—83. 

Sunday schools to be reported, 117. 

Sunday Service, 23, 116, 117. 

Support of the Bishops, Committee and Report on, 111, 115, 116. 

Support of the Ministry, Committee and Reports on, 29, 32, 76, 91, 100. 

Suspensions from the ministry and membership, 119. 


3 


TENNESSHE Conference Journal censured, 94. 
Texas Conference boundaries, 36, 86, 115. 

Texas literary institutions, 87; 

Text-books for candidates for the ministry, 36, 37. 
Traveling Preachers, trial of, 124, 125. 
Treasurers of Mission Boards, Mos Oa. 

Trustees, resolutions concerning, 127, 128. 
Two-thirds of the General Conference defined, 106. 


Van Hovuren Bequest, 24. 

Veto of the Bishops, 29, 31, 36, 37, 42. 

Vicksburg, Communication of Colored People of, 62, 65, 66. 
Virginia Conference boundaries, 27, 76, 112, 

Virginia Conference Journal and action censured, 94, 95. 
Wacurta Conference boundaries and change of name, 33, 90, 115. 
Wachita Conference Journal and action censured, 98, 94. 
Western Virginia Conference boundaries, 112. 

Western Virginia Couference Journal censured, 94. 

West Texas Conference boundaries, 115. 

Wightman, William M., elected and ordained Bishop, 74, 87. 
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